
From: Haaland, Secretary
To: Gina Raimondo
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Congratulations!
Date: Wednesday, September 1, 2021 8:36:14 AM

Thank you so much Gina! I hope all is well with all of you. 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Gina Raimondo 
Sent: Wednesday, September 1, 2021 5:54:24 AM
To: Haaland, Secretary 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Congratulations!
 

 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.  

Deb,

Congratulations on your wedding! That is so exciting and I am so so happy for you! All best
wishes for a marriage filled with love, understanding, patience, and commitment. Hope to talk
to you soon.

Warmest wishes,

Gina

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



From: Schwartz, Melissa A
To: Haaland, Secretary
Cc: Roberts, Lawrence S
Subject: Re: DOI Clips 8.30
Date: Monday, August 30, 2021 1:00:18 PM

Madam Secretary, I hope you had a magical weekend!

Sharing today’s clips below. As a heads up, I expect another batch of press around your
wedding in the coming days. Unfortunately some photos were shared that show people
without masks on. We are not getting into a tit for tat with reporters but wanted you to have
awareness. I’m flying back today but please email if you need me.

M

Melissa Schwartz (she/her)
Communications Director
Office of the Secretary 
Department of the Interior

From: Rocco, Giovanni P <giovanni_rocco@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Monday, August 30, 2021 7:08:22 AM
To: Rocco, Giovanni P <giovanni_rocco@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: DOI Clips 8.30
 

DOI Clips 8.30
Secretary Deb Haaland

The Paper: Sec. Deb Haaland Marries Long-Time Partner In Weekend Ceremony In New
Mexico

KOAT: Interior Secretary Deb Haaland gets married

Native News Online: Interior Secretary Deb Haaland Marries Longtime Partner on Saturday

Politico Playbook: About Jim Jordan’s other Jan. 6 call with Trump

Hurricane Ida

CNN: Mississippi River flow reversing due to hurricane "extremely uncommon," USGS says

Reuters: Oil and gas companies evacuate employees, slash production ahead of Hurricane
Ida

Bloomberg:  U.S. Gulf Oil Producers, Refiners Shut as Ida Comes Ashore

FOX Business: More than 90 percent of Gulf oil production 'shut in' ahead of Hurricane Ida,
agency says

MarketWatch: Nearly 95% of Gulf Coast oil and gas production offline as Hurricane Ida
buffets Louisiana

Missing and Murdered Indigenous Peoples

Dateline NBC: The Secrets of Spirit Lake

NBC News: MMIW: How to Help, How to Get Help

Oxygen: 'This Is A Crisis': ‘Dateline’ Reports On The Epidemic Of Missing And Murdered
Indigenous Women



Washington Post: U.S. boarding schools for Indians had a hidden agenda: Stealing land
(Opinion)

DOI and Bureaus

Record 2020 Wind Installations Represented 42% of New Power

NYT: Give the People What They Clearly Need: More National Parks (Opinion)

WSJ: Scarce Credit Hinders Homeownership on Tribal Land

Reuters: U.S. judge set to rule on Native American request to block Nevada mine

Mother Jones: The Deep Roots of Outdoor Recreation’s Diversity Gap

Desert Sun: Southern California desert farmers will earn millions to fallow fields, save
Colorado River water

KPAX: Petition asks feds to review wolf population status

Alaska Public Media: Feds to resume work on possible Cook Inlet lease sale

FOC 5 Washington: Washington Monument reopening this weekend, park service says

Inside Climate News: Judge’s Order Forces Interior Department to Revive Drilling Lease
Sales on Federal Lands and Waters

Outside Magazine: Why Biden’s NPS Director Nominee Matters More than Ever

E&E News: Interior denies request for new ANWR survey

E&E News: Could ‘non-use’ rights boost conservation lands?

E&E News: Study suggests BLM allow cougars to cut wild horse herd sizes

 

Reminder: If you do not have a Politico Pro or E&E subscription and need access to an article,
please reach out to me or Tyler Cherry

Secretary Deb Haaland

The Paper: Sec. Deb Haaland Marries Long-Time Partner In Weekend Ceremony In New Mexico

Staff, August 29, 2021
US Secretary of the Interior, former US Congresswoman and Laguna Pueblo member Deb Haaland
married her long-term partner Skip Sayre this weekend at a ceremony at a New Mexico tribal resort
before a crowd of political celebrities, friends and family.

KOAT: Interior Secretary Deb Haaland gets married

Sam Smith, August 29, 2021
Interior Secretary Deb Haaland has tied the knot. Secretary Haaland married her longtime partner,
Skip Sayre, in a private ceremony Saturday night in New Mexico. Haaland, who is a member of the
Laguna Pueblo, wore a dress designed and sewn by her sister. The ceremony featured traditional
elements, honoring her Laguna Pueblo heritage.

Native News Online: Interior Secretary Deb Haaland Marries Longtime Partner on Saturday

Staff, August 30, 2021
Interior Secretary Deb Haaland married her longtime partner Skip Sayre on Saturday at the Santa Ana
Pueblo, located north of Albuquerque, N.M. Friends and relatives of the couple began posting photos
of the wedding reception on social media on Sunday.



Politico Playbook: About Jim Jordan’s other Jan. 6 call with Trump

Tara Palmeri, August 29, 2021
Interior Secretary Deb Haaland and Skip Sayre got married on Saturday night in Haaland’s home
state of New Mexico. Haaland’s dress was designed and sewn by her sister. The ceremony included
traditional elements to honor her ancestry, and guests were required to be vaccinated and wear
masks.

Hurricane Ida

CNN: Mississippi River flow reversing due to hurricane "extremely uncommon," USGS says

Brandon Miller, August 29, 2021
Storm surge and strong winds stopped the flow of the Mississippi River on Sunday near New Orleans
and actually caused the flow to reverse – something the United States Geological Survey said is
“extremely uncommon.”

Reuters: Oil and gas companies evacuate employees, slash production ahead of Hurricane Ida

Staff, August 29, 2021
Ports from southern Louisiana to Mississippi were closed Sunday morning as Hurricane Ida raced
toward the Gulf Coast as an extremely dangerous Category 4 storm. Energy companies slashed U.S.
Gulf of Mexico crude oil production by 91 percent, or 1.65 million barrels, according to the Interior
Department's Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement. By Saturday, oil and gas companies
had evacuated 290 offshore facilities and moved 11 drill vessels out of harm's way.

Bloomberg:  U.S. Gulf Oil Producers, Refiners Shut as Ida Comes Ashore

Lucia Kassai, August 29, 2021
Oil and natural gas explorers in the U.S. Gulf of Mexico and Louisiana refineries have shut production
as Hurricane Ida crashed ashore. Based on the latest forecast by the National Hurricane Center, Ida
made landfall near New Orleans Sunday afternoon. About 1.74 million barrels a day, or 95.7% of
crude production, and 93.8% of gas output was shut-in as of Sunday , according to the Bureau of
Safety and Environmental Enforcement. About 2.11 million barrels a day of refining capacity --
approximately 12% of the U.S. total -- was being shut or brought to reduced rates at plants along the
Mississippi River.

FOX Business: More than 90 percent of Gulf oil production 'shut in' ahead of Hurricane Ida, agency
says

Caitlin McFall, August 28, 2021
The top environmental oversight agency in the U.S. activated its hurricane response team Saturday
and is monitoring all offshore oil and gas operations as the Gulf States prepare for Hurricane Ida. The
team will work with offshore operators in coordination with state and federal agencies until
"operations return to normal and the storm is no longer a threat," announced the Bureau of Safety
and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE).

MarketWatch: Nearly 95% of Gulf Coast oil and gas production offline as Hurricane Ida buffets
Louisiana

Mark DeCambre, August 29, 2021



Natural-gas futures were on the rise, extending a climb to a three-year high, and crude-oil prices
were mixed in electronic trading late Sunday as Hurricane Ida, which was downgraded to a Category
3 storm, delivered sustained winds of 150 mph to Louisiana and knocked out power in New Orleans.
Crude-oil production in the Gulf Coast also may see some impact from the storm, with the Bureau of
Safety and Environmental Enforcement on Sunday reporting that 95.65% of the Gulf Coast’s crude-oil
production, or 1.741 million barrels a day, was shut down, as well as 93.75% of the region’s natural-
gas production.

Missing and Murdered Indigenous Peoples

Dateline NBC: The Secrets of Spirit Lake

Andrea Canning, August 27, 2021
A woman who helps solve cases searches for her missing niece and pushes for change as part of the
growing movement to save missing and murdered Indigenous women. Andrea Canning reports.

NBC News: MMIW: How to Help, How to Get Help

Staff, August 27, 2021
Violence against Indigenous women is at an all-time high. The missing and murdered women crisis
has become a tragic reality of reservation life. According to a report from the Centers for Disease
Control, murder is the third leading cause of death for Indigenous women and girls between the ages
of 1 and 19. A CDC study found homicide rates for Native American women were almost three times
those of non-Hispanic white women.

Oxygen: 'This Is A Crisis': ‘Dateline’ Reports On The Epidemic Of Missing And Murdered Indigenous
Women

Gina Tron, August 27, 2021
A “Dateline NBC” special will report on the epidemic of missing and murdered Indigenous women and
the growing movement that is demanding answers. The hour-long special, called “The Secrets of
Spirit Lake,” features an interview with Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland, the first Native
American to serve in a presidential Cabinet.

Washington Post: U.S. boarding schools for Indians had a hidden agenda: Stealing land (Opinion)

Brenda J. Child, August 27, 2021
In Canada, the horrifying news that the remains of hundreds of Indigenous children were found at
former residential schools is another painful episode in a national dialogue that has been going on for
years. But for many in the United States, the conversation is, perhaps, just beginning. In June, Interior
Secretary Deb Haaland — who, like most American Indians, has ancestors who attended government
boarding schools — outlined her department’s plans to review “the troubled legacy of federal
boarding school policies.”

DOI and Bureaus

Record 2020 Wind Installations Represented 42% of New Power

Ari Natter, August 30, 2021
The U.S. installed a record amount of wind-generating capacity last year, adding nearly 17,000



megawatts of power on land, according to an Energy Department report being released Monday.
Wind energy’s share of total utility-scale generating capacity in the U.S. was only 11% in 2020,
behind natural gas at 43% and nuclear and coal which both represented about 20%. “The Interior
Department is committed to confronting climate change, creating thousands of good-paying jobs,
and paving the way for the nation’s transition to a cleaner energy future,” Interior Secretary Deb
Haaland said. “Offshore wind is a critical component of that ambitious agenda.”

NYT: Give the People What They Clearly Need: More National Parks (Opinion)

Kyle Paoletta, August 28, 2021
Nothing epitomizes the natural splendor of America quite like a national park. The designation evokes
images of quiet groves of towering sequoias deep in the Sierra Nevadas, sweeping views of sun-
drenched rock formations in the Southwest or waves crashing against granite cliffs in coastal Maine.
Recently, though, national parks have become synonymous not with bucolic retreat but rather a
decidedly less appealing phenomenon: crowds.

WSJ: Scarce Credit Hinders Homeownership on Tribal Land

Ben Eisen, August 29, 2021
It usually takes a few months to write a mortgage. It once took Juel Burnette four years. Mr. Burnette
runs the Sioux Falls branch of 1st Tribal Lending, one of the few firms that specialize in making home
loans on Native American reservations. The byzantine process winds through two federal agencies
and tribal governments before it even reaches the banking system. Most lenders don’t even attempt
it.

Reuters: U.S. judge set to rule on Native American request to block Nevada mine

Ernest Scheyder, August 27, 2021
A U.S. federal judge said on Friday she will rule by Sept. 3 on whether to grant a request from Native
Americans to temporarily block Lithium Americas Corp  from excavating its Nevada mine site, which
would become one of the country's biggest sources of the electric-vehicle battery metal.

Mother Jones: The Deep Roots of Outdoor Recreation’s Diversity Gap

Joe Kanzangu, August 27, 2021
During the blistering summer of 1919, an oppressive heat wave lingered over the South Side of
Chicago, and Eugene Williams had turned 17 just a few months back. Williams, who worked as a
grocery store porter, had built a homemade raft with his friends, and on a brutal Sunday afternoon,
they decided to take it out onto Lake Michigan for a ride. The raft drifted over the water and
inadvertently crossed over to the 29th Street section of the waters. The White section.

Desert Sun: Southern California desert farmers will earn millions to fallow fields, save Colorado River
water

Janet Wilson, August 27, 2021
California farmers near the Arizona border with the oldest rights to Colorado River water will reap
$38 million over three years to not plant some of their fields and leave extra water in the rapidly
declining Lake Mead reservoir. Located roughly halfway between Los Angeles and Phoenix, growers
near the City of Blythe in Riverside County have first priority to the river water. They hold rights that
stretch back to 1877, superseding 40 million customers in eight states who also depend on it.



KPAX: Petition asks feds to review wolf population status

Laura Lundquist, August 27, 2021
As Montana approves a wider array of lethal wolf regulations, including baiting and snaring, two
conservation groups from Idaho and Montana are asking the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
to review the species’ potential for survival. On Wednesday, the Missoula-based Endangered Species
Coalition and the Idaho Conservation League sent a letter to Interior Secretary Deb Haaland and U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service Deputy Director Martha Williams, asking them to take two immediate steps
to keep gray wolves from being decimated in the Northern Rockies.

Alaska Public Media: Feds to resume work on possible Cook Inlet lease sale

Sabine Poux, August 27, 2021
The federal government said it will continue taking steps toward a potential oil and gas lease sale in
Cook Inlet after a Louisiana district court judge ordered the Biden administration to resume its lease
programs there and in the Gulf of Mexico.The U.S. Department of the Interior has been at odds with
several Republican states over the federal leasing program since Biden halted the two auctions and
promised to review the program earlier this year. It was part of a larger executive order aimed at
fighting climate change.

FOC 5 Washington: Washington Monument reopening this weekend, park service says

Staff, August 27, 2021
The Washington Monument is finally reopening. Visitors will be able to enter the monument on
Sunday. The monument was initially shut down nearly two weeks ago after a lightning strike
damaged the electrical access system.

Inside Climate News: Judge’s Order Forces Interior Department to Revive Drilling Lease Sales on
Federal Lands and Waters

Judy Fahys, August 29, 2021
The Biden administration’s ban on oil and gas drilling on federal lands and waters was supposed to
be temporary, lasting only as long as it took to craft reforms intended to slash the nation’s
greenhouse gas emissions. But, even though climate hawks and the fossil fuel industry are still
waiting for that report, a federal court in Louisiana has forced the U.S. Interior Department to end
the moratorium and start preparing the Biden administration’s first-ever lease sales.

Outside Magazine: Why Biden’s NPS Director Nominee Matters More than Ever

Wes Siler, August 27, 2021
Last week the Biden administration announced it’s nominating Charles “Chuck” Sams, a Navy
veteran, conservationist, and member of the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation,
for director of the National Park Service. He faces a long list of challenges: first, he must pass a
Senate confirmation. If confirmed, Sams will be the first Native American to lead the NPS. He’ll also
run an agency besieged by extreme weather caused by climate change, a staff depleted by the Trump
administration, and a surge in public visitation.

E&E News: Interior denies request for new ANWR survey

Adam Federman, August 30, 2021
The Department of Interior has told the state of Alaska it will not process applications for seismic
activity or related fieldwork for oil and gas exploration in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge until



after a supplemental environmental impact statement has been completed, according to two people
with knowledge of the decision.

E&E News: Could ‘non-use’ rights boost conservation lands?

Jennifer Yachnin, August 27, 2021
Despite winning contracts for 1,200 acres of public lands across Utah in 2016 and even paying rental
fees, Tempest Exploration Co. LLC ultimately lost its leases — because conservation activist Terry
Tempest Williams admitted to the Bureau of Land Management that she wasn’t interested in actually
taking oil out of the ground. But now, amid the Biden administration’s push to conserve at least 30
percent of the nation’s lands, a coalition of researchers is arguing that Williams’ idea — a "nonuse"
right — deserves a new look from the federal government.

E&E News: Study suggests BLM allow cougars to cut wild horse herd sizes

Scott Streater, August 27, 2021
A new study suggests that mountain lions could be an effective tool to control the numbers of wild
horses and burros on overcrowded federal rangelands in the western Great Basin. And one of the
country's largest wild horse advocacy groups is already urging the Bureau of Land Management to at
least consider incorporating the results of the study into management strategies that so far have
emphasized increased roundups and removals of animals from federal rangelands.
 
 
Giovanni Rocco
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
Cell: 202-281-8692
 



From: Schwartz, Melissa A
To: Haaland, Secretary
Cc: Roberts, Lawrence S
Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW: wedding
Date: Thursday, August 19, 2021 11:44:00 AM

Thank you!
 

From: Haaland, Secretary  
Sent: Thursday, August 19, 2021 11:43 AM
To: Schwartz, Melissa A <melissa_schwartz@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: Roberts, Lawrence S <lawrence_s_roberts@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: FOR REVIEW: wedding
 
That looks great,
 
Get Outlook for iOS

From: Schwartz, Melissa A <melissa schwartz@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thursday, August 19, 2021 6:50:02 AM
To: Haaland, Secretary 
Cc: Roberts, Lawrence S <lawrence s roberts@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: FOR REVIEW: wedding
 
Madam Secretary –
 
When you get a moment this weekend, I am hoping that you (and Skip) can review the brief
language below that Felicia put together below. I think it is unlikely that we can convince everyone
(Gov, delegation, Somah) to stay off social media for your exciting event. As we’ve discussed, I think
it’s important that 

 
Thank you
 
*********************
 
Secretary Deb Haaland celebrated her union with longtime partner Skip Sayre at a ceremony in her
home state of New Mexico last night. Consistent with CDC guidance and New Mexico’s public health
orders, guests were required to be vaccinated and wear masks for the gathering. The Secretary’s
dress was designed and sewn by her sister and the ceremony included traditional elements to honor
her ancestry.  
 

(b) (6)
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From: Haaland, Secretary
To: Gottry, Heather C
Cc: Van Der Heide Escobar, Jennifer; Roberts, Lawrence S; Garcia, Monica L
Subject: RE: Guidance on Gifts from Family and Friends
Date: Thursday, June 24, 2021 9:40:30 AM

Thank you Heather.
 

From: Gottry, Heather C <heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 22, 2021 10:02 AM
To: Haaland, Secretary 
Cc: Van Der Heide Escobar, Jennifer <jennifer_vanderheideescobar@ios.doi.gov>; Roberts, Lawrence
S <lawrence_s_roberts@ios.doi.gov>; Garcia, Monica L <monica.garcia@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: Guidance on Gifts from Family and Friends
 
Secretary Haaland – Good morning!  As promised, below please find a summary of the personal
relationship gift exception and the reporting requirements for gifts from friends and relatives.
 
As a general matter, you may accept a gift given by an individual under circumstances which make it
clear that the gift is motivated by a family relationship or personal friendship rather than your
position as Secretary.  5 C.F.R. § 2635.204(b).  This is an exception to gift rules that is colloquially
referred to as the personal relationship exception.  The U.S. Office of Government Ethics (OGE) has
advised that the relevant factors in using the personal relationship exception and making the
required determination include a consideration of the history and nature of the relationship and
whether the family member or friend personally pays for the gift.
 
Even though you may accept gifts given to you under the personal relationship exception, you may
be required to report certain of those gifts on your next OGE Form 278e, Public Financial Disclosure
Report (OGE Form 278e).  On your next OGE Form 278e, you will be required to report gifts totaling
more than $390 that were received from a single source during March 15 and December 31,
2021.  However, you are not required to report any gifts given by “relatives.”
 

For purposes of financial disclosure, the term “relative” means an individual who is related to
you as your father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, great uncle, great aunt,
first cousin, nephew, niece, husband, wife, grandfather, grandmother, grandson,
granddaughter, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, brother-in-law,
sister-in-law, stepfather, stepmother, stepson, stepdaughter, stepbrother, stepsister, half
brother, half sister, or who is the grandfather or grandmother of your spouse.  “Relative” also
includes your fiancé or fiancée.

 
As we discussed, in certain cases, the Director of OGE may grant a waiver of the reporting
requirements for gifts on an OGE Form 278e.  This authority is ordinarily used when a filer receives a
large number of personal gifts, such as at an engagement or wedding.  However, even if such a
waiver is granted, you must still report the items that you received to the Department and OGE, and
the fact that you obtained a waiver will be publicly available.  
 

(b) (6)



Please let us know if it would be helpful to discuss further.  Thank you.
 
- Heather
 
Heather C. Gottry
Director and DAEO
Departmental Ethics Office | Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior | MIB 5308
(O) (202) 208-4472
(C) (202) 740-0417
Email: heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov
 
Visit us online at: www.doi.gov/ethics
 
Integrity is our mission.
 
 
 



From: Haaland, Secretary
To: Mallory, Brenda EOP/CEQ
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Congratulations!
Date: Tuesday, September 14, 2021 2:31:22 PM

Thank you so much Brenda! I’m so happy to hear from you. I look forward to seeing you
again, hopefully soon! 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Mallory, Brenda EOP/CEQ 
Sent: Tuesday, September 14, 2021 1:28:31 PM
To: Haaland, Secretary 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Congratulations!
 

 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.  

Dear Deb – Please forgive the impersonal quality of this email but I want to extend a warm
congratulations to you on your recent wedding without having to get 5 other people involved to
send you a personal note. The picture of you that was released was magnificent, reflecting your
normal glamour with an added glow. I hope your day was everything you had hoped for and you
were able to enjoy the week away. Warmest wishes for your future together. Take care. Brenda
 
Brenda Mallory, Chair
Council on Environmental Quality

 (CEQ mainline)
 (CEQ Chair’s Office)
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From: Isen, Thomas M. EOP/WHO
To: Roberts, Lawrence S
Subject: [EXTERNAL] wedding info
Date: Friday, August 20, 2021 11:52:46 AM

 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.  

Hi Larry –
 
Do you have any update here?
 
Thank you,
Thomas



From: Gottry, Heather C
To: Haaland, Secretary
Cc: Van Der Heide Escobar, Jennifer; Roberts, Lawrence S; Garcia, Monica L
Subject: Guidance on Gifts from Family and Friends
Date: Tuesday, June 22, 2021 10:01:58 AM

Secretary Haaland – Good morning!  As promised, below please find a summary of the personal
relationship gift exception and the reporting requirements for gifts from friends and relatives.
 
As a general matter, you may accept a gift given by an individual under circumstances which make it
clear that the gift is motivated by a family relationship or personal friendship rather than your
position as Secretary.  5 C.F.R. § 2635.204(b).  This is an exception to gift rules that is colloquially
referred to as the personal relationship exception.  The U.S. Office of Government Ethics (OGE) has
advised that the relevant factors in using the personal relationship exception and making the
required determination include a consideration of the history and nature of the relationship and
whether the family member or friend personally pays for the gift.
 
Even though you may accept gifts given to you under the personal relationship exception, you may
be required to report certain of those gifts on your next OGE Form 278e, Public Financial Disclosure
Report (OGE Form 278e).  On your next OGE Form 278e, you will be required to report gifts totaling
more than $390 that were received from a single source during March 15 and December 31,
2021.  However, you are not required to report any gifts given by “relatives.”
 

For purposes of financial disclosure, the term “relative” means an individual who is related to
you as your father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, great uncle, great aunt,
first cousin, nephew, niece, husband, wife, grandfather, grandmother, grandson,
granddaughter, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, brother-in-law,
sister-in-law, stepfather, stepmother, stepson, stepdaughter, stepbrother, stepsister, half
brother, half sister, or who is the grandfather or grandmother of your spouse.  “Relative” also
includes your fiancé or fiancée.

 
As we discussed, in certain cases, the Director of OGE may grant a waiver of the reporting
requirements for gifts on an OGE Form 278e.  This authority is ordinarily used when a filer receives a
large number of personal gifts, such as at an engagement or wedding.  However, even if such a
waiver is granted, you must still report the items that you received to the Department and OGE, and
the fact that you obtained a waiver will be publicly available.  
 
Please let us know if it would be helpful to discuss further.  Thank you.
 
- Heather
 
Heather C. Gottry
Director and DAEO
Departmental Ethics Office | Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior | MIB 5308
(O) (202) 208-4472
(C) (202) 740-0417
Email: heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov



 
Visit us online at: www.doi.gov/ethics
 
Integrity is our mission.
 
 
 



From: Van Der Heide Escobar, Jennifer
To: Villa, Cristina M; Gosar, Mili N
Cc: Roberts, Lawrence S
Subject: July 16
Date: Monday, June 21, 2021 3:18:22 PM

The Secretary needs Friday the 16th of July in NM for personal time.  She has some appointments
booked.

She will have to fly on the 15th.
She also is going to need a few work days for personal activities (wedding preparations), presumedly
the beginning of the following week.
 

Jennifer Van der Heide
Senior Counselor to the Secretary

Department of the Interior
1849 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20240
 



From: Haaland, Secretary
To: Gottry, Heather C
Cc: Van Der Heide Escobar, Jennifer; Roberts, Lawrence S; Garcia, Monica L
Subject: RE: Guidance on Gifts from Family and Friends
Date: Thursday, June 24, 2021 9:40:32 AM

Thank you Heather.
 

From: Gottry, Heather C <heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 22, 2021 10:02 AM
To: Haaland, Secretary 
Cc: Van Der Heide Escobar, Jennifer <jennifer_vanderheideescobar@ios.doi.gov>; Roberts, Lawrence
S <lawrence_s_roberts@ios.doi.gov>; Garcia, Monica L <monica.garcia@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: Guidance on Gifts from Family and Friends
 
Secretary Haaland – Good morning!  As promised, below please find a summary of the personal
relationship gift exception and the reporting requirements for gifts from friends and relatives.
 
As a general matter, you may accept a gift given by an individual under circumstances which make it
clear that the gift is motivated by a family relationship or personal friendship rather than your
position as Secretary.  5 C.F.R. § 2635.204(b).  This is an exception to gift rules that is colloquially
referred to as the personal relationship exception.  The U.S. Office of Government Ethics (OGE) has
advised that the relevant factors in using the personal relationship exception and making the
required determination include a consideration of the history and nature of the relationship and
whether the family member or friend personally pays for the gift.
 
Even though you may accept gifts given to you under the personal relationship exception, you may
be required to report certain of those gifts on your next OGE Form 278e, Public Financial Disclosure
Report (OGE Form 278e).  On your next OGE Form 278e, you will be required to report gifts totaling
more than $390 that were received from a single source during March 15 and December 31,
2021.  However, you are not required to report any gifts given by “relatives.”
 

For purposes of financial disclosure, the term “relative” means an individual who is related to
you as your father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, great uncle, great aunt,
first cousin, nephew, niece, husband, wife, grandfather, grandmother, grandson,
granddaughter, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, brother-in-law,
sister-in-law, stepfather, stepmother, stepson, stepdaughter, stepbrother, stepsister, half
brother, half sister, or who is the grandfather or grandmother of your spouse.  “Relative” also
includes your fiancé or fiancée.

 
As we discussed, in certain cases, the Director of OGE may grant a waiver of the reporting
requirements for gifts on an OGE Form 278e.  This authority is ordinarily used when a filer receives a
large number of personal gifts, such as at an engagement or wedding.  However, even if such a
waiver is granted, you must still report the items that you received to the Department and OGE, and
the fact that you obtained a waiver will be publicly available.  
 

(b) (6)



Please let us know if it would be helpful to discuss further.  Thank you.
 
- Heather
 
Heather C. Gottry
Director and DAEO
Departmental Ethics Office | Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior | MIB 5308
(O) (202) 208-4472
(C) (202) 740-0417
Email: heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov
 
Visit us online at: www.doi.gov/ethics
 
Integrity is our mission.
 
 
 




