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Skip – Thank you again for meeting with us and providing so much information on your employment 
positions and investments.  As we discussed when we spoke, after your marriage, you financial interests 
are imputed to the Secretary for the purposes of the application of Executive Branch conflicts of 
interests laws and certain of your positions will be “covered” positions for the Secretary under the ethics 
impartiality regulations.  In addition, the Secretary must report your financial interests and financial 
transactions under the public financial disclosure requirements. 
 
For ease of reference, we are providing a summary of the ethics requirements as they apply to you 
below.  We are also providing separate guidance directly to the Secretary as well. 
 
1. Technical Financial Disclosure Reporting Requirements 

 
Under the STOCK Act, if you purchase, sell, or exchange stocks, bonds, commodity futures, or other 
securities in any transaction over $1,000, the Secretary is required to submit a periodic transaction 
report (OGE Form 278-T) within 30 days of the transaction.  Please note that this report is not required 
for transactions of Excepted Investment Funds, including many publicly-traded mutual funds. 
 
This report must be submitted within 30 days the covered financial transaction, but no later than 45 
days after the transaction occurs.  Please note that the STOCK Act requires assessment of a $200 late 
filing fee if these reports are not timely submitted. 
 
Finally, in May 2022, the Secretary will be required to submit her Annual Public Financial Disclosure 
Form (OGE Form 278e).  This disclosure will include your financial interests and assets as of the date of 
your marriage.   
 
2. Conflicts Analysis 
 
As required by the criminal conflicts of interest law at 18 U.S.C. § 208(a), the Secretary must not 
participate personally and substantially in any particular matter in which she knows that she has a 
financial interest directly and predictably affected by the matter, or in which she knows that a person 
whose interests are imputed to her has a financial interest directly and predictably affected by the 
particular matter, unless she first obtains a written waiver, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(1), qualify for 
a regulatory exemption, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2), or qualify for a statutory exemption, pursuant 
to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(4).  As the Secretary’s spouse, your financial interests are imputed to her by law.   
 
You provided us with detailed information on your financial interests, including the holdings of your: 
401(k) account with the Pueblo of Laguna Commercial Enterprises; deferred income account; Schwab 
brokerage account, and TD Ameritrade brokerage account.  Based on our review of the information you 
provided, we determined that the majority of your investments are diversified mutual funds and 
therefore qualify for an exemption permitting the Secretary to participate in any particular matter 
affecting one or more of the holdings of the fund per 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2) and 5 C.F.R. § 2640.201(a).   
 
Based on the information provided, you own three individual stocks: 
 



• PlayAGS, Inc. (AGS) 
• Everi Holdings, Inc. (EVRI) 
• International Game Technology PLC (IGT) 

 
The market value of your holdings of each of these individual securities does not exceed $15,000 and 
therefore qualifies for the de minimis exemption for matters involving parties found at 5 C.F.R. § 
2640.202(a).  Further, as each of these securities is found within the consumer cyclical sector and 
gambling industry, we also conducted a sector analysis review.  The market value of your holdings, 
individually and in aggregate, qualifies for the de minimis exemption for matters of general applicability 
found at 5 C.F.R. § 2640.202(c). 
 
3. Prohibited Holdings 
 
The Secretary is subject to three separate prohibitions on holding assets: 
 

• The Secretary is also prohibited from holding a direct or indirect financial interest in any surface 
or underground coal mining operation.  30 U.S.C. § 121 l(f)  

• The Secretary is prohibited from owning any securities on the attached DOI prohibited 
investments list, which include companies that have financial interests in federal lands or 
resources administered or controlled by the Department.  5 C.F.R. § 3501.103(b)(ii).   

• Finally, the Secretary and her spouse (and any minor children) are prohibited from acquiring or 
retaining any claim, permit, lease, small tract entry, or other rights that are granted by the 
Department in federal lands.  5 C.F.R. § 3501.103(c). 

 
If you have a managed account or otherwise use the services of an investment professional, we suggest 
you ensure that the account manager or investment professional obtains your prior approval on a case-
by-case basis for the purchase of any assets other than cash, cash equivalents, investment funds that 
qualify for the regulatory exemption for diversified mutual funds and unit investment trusts at 5 C.F.R. § 
2640.201(a), or obligations of the United States.  
 
4. Covered Relationships 
 
Under the government-wide impartiality regulations, the Secretary has a “covered relationship” with her 
spouse’s employers or clients and to any person or entity with whom her spouse is “serving or seeking 
to serve as an officer, director, trustee, general partner, agent, attorney, consultant, contractor, or 
employee.”  5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(b)(iii).  As such, the Secretary may have certain recusal obligations with 
respect to her participation in certain matters which the following entities are a party or represent a 
party: 
 

• Laguna Development Corporation, your employer; and 
• Laguna Community Foundation, an organization for whom you serve as a director. 

 



If you have any other positions at this time, or later acquire any additional positions, please inform us so 
we can advise the Secretary accordingly.   
 
If you have any further questions or if we can be of assistance in any way, please let us know.  Thank you 
again for taking time to speak with us and provide information to inform our ethics guidance for the 
Secretary. 
 
-Heather 



From: Garcia, Monica L
To: Gottry, Heather C
Subject: Message to Skip
Date: Monday, November 29, 2021 2:42:08 PM
Attachments: Skip - FD + Other Guidance (11.29.21).docx

Heather – Apologies if I’m sending this twice, but I don’t see it in my sent box.
 
I have a draft message for your consideration.
 
Monica
 
 
Please note: I will be teleworking until further notice
 
Monica L. Garcia
Deputy Director for Ethics Law & Policy
and Alternate Designated Agency Ethics Official
Departmental Ethics Office | Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior | MIB 5316
(O): (202) 208-0460
(C): (202) 880-4474
Email:  monica.garcia@sol.doi.gov
 
Visit us online at www.doi.gov/ethics
 
Integrity is Our Mission.
 
Customer service matters to us. Please take our short survey, click here.
 



Skip – Good afternoon!  We hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday.  
 
We wanted to follow up on our discussions and the information you have provided on your investments 
and recent stock sale.  We are meeting with the Secretary tomorrow to assist her in submitting a 
financial disclosure transaction report to disclose the stock sale of your investment in PlayAGS, 
Inc. (AGS).   
 
We also wanted to send you a summary of our telephone discussion of how the federal ethics laws may 
apply to you and the Secretary after your marriage.  As we discussed, for the purposes of the application 
of Executive Branch conflicts of interests laws, your financial interests are now imputed to the Secretary.  
In addition, certain of your positions will be “covered” positions for the Secretary under the ethics 
impartiality regulations.  
 
1. Financial Disclosure Reporting Requirements 

 
Thank you for sending us confirmation that you sold your stock holdings in PlayAGS, Inc. (AGS).  As that 
stock sale was over $1,000, the Secretary is required to submit a periodic transaction report (OGE Form 
278-T) within 30 days of the transaction.  For this sale, we will assist the Secretary in submitting the 
required OGE Form 278-T and remain available to assist should you have any transactions in the future.   
 
As a reminder, under the STOCK Act, the Secretary will be required to submit an OGE 278-T for every 
purchase, sale, or exchange of stocks, bonds, commodity futures, or other securities in any transaction 
over $1,000.  She is required to submit this form for her transactions, as well as any of your transactions.  
This report must be submitted within 30 days the covered financial transaction, but no later than 45 
days after the transaction occurs.  Please note that the STOCK Act requires assessment of a $200 late 
filing fee if these reports are not timely submitted. 
 
Finally, in May 2022, the Secretary will be required to submit her Annual Public Financial Disclosure 
Form (OGE Form 278e).  This disclosure will include your financial interests, assets, transactions, and 
liabilities as of the date of your marriage.   
 
2. Conflicts Analysis 
 
As required by the criminal conflicts of interest law at 18 U.S.C. § 208(a), the Secretary must not 
participate personally and substantially in any particular matter in which she knows that she has a 
financial interest directly and predictably affected by the matter, or in which she knows that a person 
whose interests are imputed to her has a financial interest directly and predictably affected by the 
particular matter, unless she first obtains a written waiver, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(1), qualify for 
a regulatory exemption, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2), or qualify for a statutory exemption, pursuant 
to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(4).  As the Secretary’s spouse, your financial interests are imputed to her by law so 
we have conducted a review of the financial information you provided to us.   
 
We appreciate your sharing the detailed information on your financial interests, including the holdings 
of your: 401(k) account with the Pueblo of Laguna Commercial Enterprises; deferred income account; 



Schwab brokerage account, and TD Ameritrade brokerage account.  Based on our review of the 
information you provided, we determined that the majority of your investments are diversified mutual 
funds and therefore qualify for an exemption permitting the Secretary to participate in any particular 
matter affecting one or more of the holdings of the fund per 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2) and 5 C.F.R. § 
2640.201(a).   
 
Based on the information provided, you currently own two individual stocks: 
 

• Everi Holdings, Inc. (EVRI) 
• International Game Technology PLC (IGT) 

 
The market value of your holdings of each of these individual securities does not exceed $15,000 and 
therefore qualifies for the de minimis exemption for matters involving parties found at 5 C.F.R. § 
2640.202(a).  Further, as each of these securities is found within the consumer cyclical sector and 
gambling industry, we also conducted a sector analysis review.  The market value of your holdings, 
individually and in aggregate, qualifies for the de minimis exemption for matters of general applicability 
found at 5 C.F.R. § 2640.202(c).  This means that, based on your current investments, the Secretary will 
not be required to recuse herself from DOI activities that may affect the financial interests of your stocks 
and mutual funds.  If your circumstances change, we will remain available to discuss and provide further 
guidance.  
 
3. Prohibited Holdings 
 
As a reminder, the Secretary is subject to three separate prohibitions on holding certain types of 
investments: 
 

• The Secretary is also prohibited from holding a direct or indirect financial interest in any surface 
or underground coal mining operation.  30 U.S.C. § 121 l(f)  

• The Secretary is prohibited from owning any securities on the attached DOI prohibited 
investments list, which include companies that have financial interests in federal lands or 
resources administered or controlled by the Department.  5 C.F.R. § 3501.103(b)(ii).   

• Finally, the Secretary and her spouse (and any minor children) are prohibited from acquiring or 
retaining any claim, permit, lease, small tract entry, or other rights that are granted by the 
Department in federal lands.  5 C.F.R. § 3501.103(c). 

 
If you have a managed account or otherwise use the services of an investment professional, we suggest 
you ensure that the account manager or investment professional obtains your prior approval on a case-
by-case basis for the purchase of any assets other than cash, cash equivalents, investment funds that 
qualify for the regulatory exemption for diversified mutual funds and unit investment trusts at 5 C.F.R. § 
2640.201(a), or obligations of the United States.  
 
4. Covered Relationships 
 



Under the government-wide impartiality regulations, the Secretary has a “covered relationship” with her 
spouse’s employers or clients and to any person or entity with whom her spouse is “serving or seeking 
to serve as an officer, director, trustee, general partner, agent, attorney, consultant, contractor, or 
employee.”  5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(b)(iii).  As such, the Secretary may have certain recusal obligations with 
respect to her participation in certain matters which the following entities are a party or represent a 
party: 
 

• Laguna Development Corporation, your employer; and 
• Laguna Community Foundation, an organization for whom you serve as a director. 

 
If you have any other positions at this time, or later acquire any additional positions, please inform us so 
we can advise the Secretary accordingly.   
 
Thank you again for taking time to provide us with information on your circumstances to inform our 
ethics guidance for the Secretary.  If you have any further questions or if we can be of assistance in any 
way, please let us know and we would be happy to assist. 
 
-Heather 



From: Haaland, Secretary
To: Gottry, Heather C; Skip Sayre
Cc: Garcia, Monica L
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Trade Confirmations
Date: Monday, December 13, 2021 10:55:41 AM

Thank you Heather and Monica for your help and for this valuable information.
 

From: Gottry, Heather C <heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov> 
Sent: Monday, December 13, 2021 6:02 AM
To: Skip Sayre <
Cc: Garcia, Monica L <monica.garcia@sol.doi.gov>; Haaland, Secretary <
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Trade Confirmations
 
Skip – Good morning!  We hope you had a wonderful weekend.
 
We wanted to follow up on our discussions and the information you have provided on your investments and recent
stock sale.  We have assisted the Secretary in submitting a financial disclosure transaction report to disclose the
stock sale of your investment in PlayAGS, Inc. (AGS). 
 
We also wanted to send you a summary of our earlier discussion about how the federal ethics laws may apply to you
and the Secretary after your marriage.  As we discussed, for the purposes of the application of Executive Branch
conflicts of interests laws, your financial interests are now imputed to the Secretary.  In addition, certain of your
positions will be “covered” positions for the Secretary under the ethics impartiality regulations.
 
1. Financial Disclosure Reporting Requirements

 
Thank you for sending us confirmation that you sold your stock holdings in PlayAGS, Inc. (AGS).  As that stock sale
was over $1,000, the Secretary is required to submit a periodic transaction report (OGE Form 278-T) within 30 days
of the transaction.  For this sale, we will assist the Secretary in submitting the required OGE Form 278-T and remain
available to assist should you have any transactions in the future. 
 
As a reminder, under the STOCK Act, the Secretary will be required to submit an OGE 278-T for every purchase, sale,
or exchange of stocks, bonds, commodity futures, or other securities in any transaction over $1,000.  She is required
to submit this form for her transactions, as well as any of your transactions.  This report must be submitted within
30 days the covered financial transaction, but no later than 45 days after the transaction occurs.  Please note that
the STOCK Act requires assessment of a $200 late filing fee if these reports are not timely submitted.
 
Finally, in May 2022, the Secretary will be required to submit her Annual Public Financial Disclosure Form (OGE Form
278e).  This disclosure will include your financial interests, assets, transactions, and liabilities as of the date of your
marriage. 
 
2. Conflicts Analysis
 
As required by the criminal conflicts of interest law at 18 U.S.C. § 208(a), the Secretary must not participate
personally and substantially in any particular matter in which she knows that she has a financial interest directly and
predictably affected by the matter, or in which she knows that a person whose interests are imputed to her has a
financial interest directly and predictably affected by the particular matter, unless she first obtains a written waiver,
pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(1), qualify for a regulatory exemption, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2), or qualify for
a statutory exemption, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(4).  As the Secretary’s spouse, your financial interests are
imputed to her by law so we have conducted a review of the financial information you provided to us. 
 
We appreciate your sharing the detailed information on your financial interests, including the holdings of your:
401(k) account with the Pueblo of Laguna Commercial Enterprises; deferred income account; Schwab brokerage
account, and TD Ameritrade brokerage account.  Based on our review of the information you provided, we
determined that the majority of your investments are diversified mutual funds and therefore qualify for an
exemption permitting the Secretary to participate in any particular matter affecting one or more of the holdings of
the fund per 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2) and 5 C.F.R. § 2640.201(a). 
 
Based on the information provided, you currently own two individual stocks:
 

Everi Holdings, Inc. (EVRI)
International Game Technology PLC (IGT)

 
The market value of your holdings of each of these individual securities does not exceed $15,000 and therefore
qualifies for the de minimis exemption for matters involving parties found at 5 C.F.R. § 2640.202(a).  Further, as each

(b)(6)
(b)(6)



of these securities is found within the consumer cyclical sector and gambling industry, we also conducted a sector
analysis review.  The market value of your holdings, individually and in aggregate, qualifies for the de minimis
exemption for matters of general applicability found at 5 C.F.R. § 2640.202(c).  This means that, based on your
current investments, the Secretary will not be required to recuse herself from DOI activities that may affect the
financial interests of your stocks and mutual funds.  If your circumstances change, we will remain available to discuss
and provide further guidance.
 
3. Prohibited Holdings
 
As a reminder, the Secretary is subject to three separate prohibitions on holding certain types of investments:
 

The Secretary is also prohibited from holding a direct or indirect financial interest in any surface or
underground coal mining operation.  30 U.S.C. § 121 l(f)
The Secretary is prohibited from owning any securities on the attached DOI prohibited investments list, which
include companies that have financial interests in federal lands or resources administered or controlled by the
Department.  5 C.F.R. § 3501.103(b)(ii). 
Finally, the Secretary and her spouse (and any minor children) are prohibited from acquiring or retaining any
claim, permit, lease, small tract entry, or other rights that are granted by the Department in federal lands.  5
C.F.R. § 3501.103(c).

 
If you have a managed account or otherwise use the services of an investment professional, we suggest you ensure
that the account manager or investment professional obtains your prior approval on a case-by-case basis for the
purchase of any assets other than cash, cash equivalents, investment funds that qualify for the regulatory exemption
for diversified mutual funds and unit investment trusts at 5 C.F.R. § 2640.201(a), or obligations of the United States.
 
4. Covered Relationships
 
Under the government-wide impartiality regulations, the Secretary has a “covered relationship” with her spouse’s
employers or clients and to any person or entity with whom her spouse is “serving or seeking to serve as an officer,
director, trustee, general partner, agent, attorney, consultant, contractor, or employee.”  5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(b)(iii). 
As such, the Secretary may have certain recusal obligations with respect to her participation in certain matters which
the following entities are a party or represent a party:
 

Laguna Development Corporation, your employer; and
Laguna Community Foundation, an organization for whom you serve as a director.

 
If you have any other positions at this time, or later acquire any additional positions, please inform us so we can
advise the Secretary accordingly. 
 
Thank you again for taking time to provide us with information on your circumstances to inform our ethics guidance
for the Secretary.  If you have any further questions or if we can be of assistance in any way, please let us know and
we would be happy to assist.
 
-Heather
 
Heather C. Gottry
Director & DAEO
Departmental Ethics Office | Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior | MIB 5308
(O) (202) 208-4472
(C) (202) 740-0417
Email: heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov
 
Visit us online at: www.doi.gov/ethics
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From: Skip Sayre <  
Sent: Thursday, November 4, 2021 10:46 AM
To: Gottry, Heather C <heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Garcia, Monica L <monica.garcia@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Trade Confirmations
 

(b)(6)





From: Gottry  Heather C
To: Skip Sayre
Cc: Haaland  Secretary; Garcia  Monica L
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Trade Confirmations
Date: Tuesday, December 14, 2021 7:01:13 PM

Skip – Hello!  I hope that you have had a great day.  We appreciate you sharing the guidance below with your financial
advisors and, if helpful, we are happy to answer any questions that they may have about reporting and other ethics
requirements.  Thanks again.
 
- Heather
 

From: Skip Sayre <  
Sent: Monday, December 13, 2021 4:54 PM
To: Haaland, Secretary <
Cc: Gottry, Heather C <heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov>; Garcia, Monica L <monica.garcia@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Trade Confirmations
 
Thank you. I have forwarded this information to our financial advisors 

.

On Dec 13, 2021, at 8:55 AM, Haaland, Secretary <  wrote:
 
Thank you Heather and Monica for your help and for this valuable information.
 

From: Gottry, Heather C <heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov> 
Sent: Monday, December 13, 2021 6:02 AM
To: Skip Sayre <
Cc: Garcia, Monica L <monica.garcia@sol.doi.gov>; Haaland, Secretary <
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Trade Confirmations
 
Skip – Good morning!  We hope you had a wonderful weekend.
 
We wanted to follow up on our discussions and the information you have provided on your investments and
recent stock sale.  We have assisted the Secretary in submitting a financial disclosure transaction report to
disclose the stock sale of your investment in PlayAGS, Inc. (AGS). 
 
We also wanted to send you a summary of our earlier discussion about how the federal ethics laws may apply
to you and the Secretary after your marriage.  As we discussed, for the purposes of the application of
Executive Branch conflicts of interests laws, your financial interests are now imputed to the Secretary.  In
addition, certain of your positions will be “covered” positions for the Secretary under the ethics impartiality
regulations.
 
1.       Financial Disclosure Reporting Requirements

 
Thank you for sending us confirmation that you sold your stock holdings in PlayAGS, Inc. (AGS).  As that stock
sale was over $1,000, the Secretary is required to submit a periodic transaction report (OGE Form 278-T)
within 30 days of the transaction.  For this sale, we will assist the Secretary in submitting the required OGE
Form 278-T and remain available to assist should you have any transactions in the future.  
 
As a reminder, under the STOCK Act, the Secretary will be required to submit an OGE 278-T for every
purchase, sale, or exchange of stocks, bonds, commodity futures, or other securities in any transaction over
$1,000.  She is required to submit this form for her transactions, as well as any of your transactions.  This
report must be submitted within 30 days the covered financial transaction, but no later than 45 days after
the transaction occurs.  Please note that the STOCK Act requires assessment of a $200 late filing fee if these
reports are not timely submitted.
 
Finally, in May 2022, the Secretary will be required to submit her Annual Public Financial Disclosure Form
(OGE Form 278e).  This disclosure will include your financial interests, assets, transactions, and liabilities as of
the date of your marriage.  
 
2.       Conflicts Analysis

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

(b)(6)



 
As required by the criminal conflicts of interest law at 18 U.S.C. § 208(a), the Secretary must not participate
personally and substantially in any particular matter in which she knows that she has a financial interest
directly and predictably affected by the matter, or in which she knows that a person whose interests are
imputed to her has a financial interest directly and predictably affected by the particular matter, unless she
first obtains a written waiver, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(1), qualify for a regulatory exemption, pursuant
to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2), or qualify for a statutory exemption, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(4).  As the
Secretary’s spouse, your financial interests are imputed to her by law so we have conducted a review of the
financial information you provided to us.  
 
We appreciate your sharing the detailed information on your financial interests, including the holdings of
your: 401(k) account with the Pueblo of Laguna Commercial Enterprises; deferred income account; Schwab
brokerage account, and TD Ameritrade brokerage account.  Based on our review of the information you
provided, we determined that the majority of your investments are diversified mutual funds and therefore
qualify for an exemption permitting the Secretary to participate in any particular matter affecting one or more
of the holdings of the fund per 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2) and 5 C.F.R. § 2640.201(a). 
 
Based on the information provided, you currently own two individual stocks:
 

Everi Holdings, Inc. (EVRI)
International Game Technology PLC (IGT)

 
The market value of your holdings of each of these individual securities does not exceed $15,000 and
therefore qualifies for the de minimisexemption for matters involving parties found at 5 C.F.R. § 2640.202(a). 
Further, as each of these securities is found within the consumer cyclical sector and gambling industry, we
also conducted a sector analysis review.  The market value of your holdings, individually and in aggregate,
qualifies for the de minimis exemption for matters of general applicability found at 5 C.F.R. § 2640.202(c). 
This means that, based on your current investments, the Secretary will not be required to recuse herself from
DOI activities that may affect the financial interests of your stocks and mutual funds.  If your circumstances
change, we will remain available to discuss and provide further guidance.
 
3.       Prohibited Holdings
 
As a reminder, the Secretary is subject to three separate prohibitions on holding certain types of investments:
 

The Secretary is also prohibited from holding a direct or indirect financial interest in any surface or
underground coal mining operation.  30 U.S.C. § 121 l(f) 
The Secretary is prohibited from owning any securities on the attached DOI prohibited investments list,
which include companies that have financial interests in federal lands or resources administered or
controlled by the Department.  5 C.F.R. § 3501.103(b)(ii). 
Finally, the Secretary and her spouse (and any minor children) are prohibited from acquiring or
retaining any claim, permit, lease, small tract entry, or other rights that are granted by the Department
in federal lands.  5 C.F.R. § 3501.103(c).

 
If you have a managed account or otherwise use the services of an investment professional, we suggest you
ensure that the account manager or investment professional obtains your prior approval on a case-by-case
basis for the purchase of any assets other than cash, cash equivalents, investment funds that qualify for the
regulatory exemption for diversified mutual funds and unit investment trusts at 5 C.F.R. § 2640.201(a), or
obligations of the United States.
 
4.       Covered Relationships
 
Under the government-wide impartiality regulations, the Secretary has a “covered relationship” with her
spouse’s employers or clients and to any person or entity with whom her spouse is “serving or seeking to
serve as an officer, director, trustee, general partner, agent, attorney, consultant, contractor, or employee.” 
5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(b)(iii).  As such, the Secretary may have certain recusal obligations with respect to her
participation in certain matters which the following entities are a party or represent a party:
 

Laguna Development Corporation, your employer; and
Laguna Community Foundation, an organization for whom you serve as a director.

 
If you have any other positions at this time, or later acquire any additional positions, please inform us so we
can advise the Secretary accordingly. 
 
Thank you again for taking time to provide us with information on your circumstances to inform our ethics
guidance for the Secretary.  If you have any further questions or if we can be of assistance in any way, please
let us know and we would be happy to assist.
 
-Heather
 
Heather C. Gottry
Director & DAEO
Departmental Ethics Office | Office of the Solicitor





From: Gottry, Heather C
To: Van Der Heide Escobar, Jennifer
Subject: FW: Guidance on Gifts from Family and Friends
Date: Tuesday, June 22, 2021 9:26:30 AM

Jennifer – Hello!  With apologies for the both, but it looks like I have an inactive/incorrect address for
the Secretary.  Can you please help me get the guidance below to her?  Many thanks!
 
- Heather
 
 

From: Gottry, Heather C 
Sent: Tuesday, June 22, 2021 9:23 AM
To: debrah.haaland@ios.doi.gov
Cc: Van Der Heide Escobar, Jennifer <jennifer_vanderheideescobar@ios.doi.gov>; Garcia, Monica L
<monica.garcia@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: Guidance on Gifts from Family and Friends
 
Secretary Haaland – Good morning!  As we discussed in our last meeting, below please find a
summary of the personal relationship gift exception and the reporting requirements for gifts from
friends and relatives.
 
As a general matter, you may accept a gift given by an individual under circumstances which make it
clear that the gift is motivated by a family relationship or personal friendship rather than your
position as Secretary.  5 C.F.R. § 2635.204(b).  This is an exception to gift rules that is colloquially
referred to as the personal relationship exception.  The U.S. Office of Government Ethics (OGE) has
advised that the relevant factors in using the personal relationship exception and making the
required determination include a consideration of the history and nature of the relationship and
whether the family member or friend personally pays for the gift.
 
Even though you may accept gifts given to you under the personal relationship exception, you may
be required to report certain of those gifts on your next OGE Form 278e, Public Financial Disclosure
Report (OGE Form 278e).  On your next OGE Form 278e, you will be required to report gifts totaling
more than $390 that were received from a single source during March 15 and December 31,
2021.  However, you are not required to report any gifts given by “relatives.”
 

For purposes of financial disclosure, the term “relative” means an individual who is related to
you as your father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, great uncle, great aunt,
first cousin, nephew, niece, husband, wife, grandfather, grandmother, grandson,
granddaughter, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, brother-in-law,
sister-in-law, stepfather, stepmother, stepson, stepdaughter, stepbrother, stepsister, half
brother, half sister, or who is the grandfather or grandmother of your spouse.  “Relative” also
includes your fiancé or fiancée.

 
As we discussed, in certain cases, the Director of OGE may grant a waiver of the reporting
requirements for gifts on an OGE Form 278e.  This authority is ordinarily used when a filer receives a



large number of personal gifts, such as at an engagement or wedding.  However, even if such a
waiver is granted, you must still report the items that you received to the Department and OGE, and
the fact that you obtained a waiver will be publicly available.  
 
Please let us know if it would be helpful to discuss further or if you are interested in requesting a
waiver with respect to any gifts given to you at your upcoming wedding.  I look forward to speaking
with you shortly.  Thank you.
 
- Heather
 
Heather C. Gottry
Director and DAEO
Departmental Ethics Office | Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior | MIB 5308
(O) (202) 208-4472
(C) (202) 740-0417
Email: heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov
 
Visit us online at: www.doi.gov/ethics
 
Integrity is our mission.
 



From: Gottry, Heather C
To: Haaland, Secretary
Cc: Van Der Heide Escobar, Jennifer; Roberts, Lawrence S; Garcia, Monica L
Subject: Guidance on Gifts from Family and Friends
Date: Tuesday, June 22, 2021 10:01:57 AM

Secretary Haaland – Good morning!  As promised, below please find a summary of the personal
relationship gift exception and the reporting requirements for gifts from friends and relatives.
 
As a general matter, you may accept a gift given by an individual under circumstances which make it
clear that the gift is motivated by a family relationship or personal friendship rather than your
position as Secretary.  5 C.F.R. § 2635.204(b).  This is an exception to gift rules that is colloquially
referred to as the personal relationship exception.  The U.S. Office of Government Ethics (OGE) has
advised that the relevant factors in using the personal relationship exception and making the
required determination include a consideration of the history and nature of the relationship and
whether the family member or friend personally pays for the gift.
 
Even though you may accept gifts given to you under the personal relationship exception, you may
be required to report certain of those gifts on your next OGE Form 278e, Public Financial Disclosure
Report (OGE Form 278e).  On your next OGE Form 278e, you will be required to report gifts totaling
more than $390 that were received from a single source during March 15 and December 31,
2021.  However, you are not required to report any gifts given by “relatives.”
 

For purposes of financial disclosure, the term “relative” means an individual who is related to
you as your father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, great uncle, great aunt,
first cousin, nephew, niece, husband, wife, grandfather, grandmother, grandson,
granddaughter, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, brother-in-law,
sister-in-law, stepfather, stepmother, stepson, stepdaughter, stepbrother, stepsister, half
brother, half sister, or who is the grandfather or grandmother of your spouse.  “Relative” also
includes your fiancé or fiancée.

 
As we discussed, in certain cases, the Director of OGE may grant a waiver of the reporting
requirements for gifts on an OGE Form 278e.  This authority is ordinarily used when a filer receives a
large number of personal gifts, such as at an engagement or wedding.  However, even if such a
waiver is granted, you must still report the items that you received to the Department and OGE, and
the fact that you obtained a waiver will be publicly available.  
 
Please let us know if it would be helpful to discuss further.  Thank you.
 
- Heather
 
Heather C. Gottry
Director and DAEO
Departmental Ethics Office | Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior | MIB 5308
(O) (202) 208-4472
(C) (202) 740-0417
Email: heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov



 
Visit us online at: www.doi.gov/ethics
 
Integrity is our mission.
 
 
 



From: Gottry, Heather C
To: Elysabeth Benjamin
Cc: Garcia, Monica L
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: Scheduling Time to Discuss Unsolicited Wedding Gifts from Department Stakeholders
Date: Wednesday, September 1, 2021 4:13:37 PM

Liz – Hello!  Unfortunately, I have a conflict with 11:00 tomorrow.  Is there another time that works? 
Many thanks!
 
- Heather
 

From: Elysabeth Benjamin <ebenjami@oge.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 1, 2021 9:29 AM
To: Gottry, Heather C <heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Garcia, Monica L <monica.garcia@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Scheduling Time to Discuss Unsolicited Wedding Gifts from Department
Stakeholders
 

 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links,
opening attachments, or responding.  

 

Morning,
Does tomorrow (Thursday) at 11 work for you?
 

Liz Benjamin
Desk Officer and Integrity Program Specialist
Program Counsel Division
Legal, External Affairs and Performance Branch
US Office of Government Ethics
1201 New York Ave NW, Suite 500
Washington, DC 20005
(202) 482-9259
Learn about IntegrIty

Visit OGE's website: www.oge.gov
Follow OGE on Twitter: @OfficeGovEthics
 



 

From: Gottry, Heather C [mailto:heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 1, 2021 6:12 AM
To: Elysabeth Benjamin <ebenjami@oge.gov>
Cc: Garcia, Monica L <monica.garcia@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: Scheduling Time to Discuss Unsolicited Wedding Gifts from Department Stakeholders
 
Liz – Hello!  I hope all is well with you.  Can we please schedule a time to discuss the review of
potential unsolicited wedding gifts from Department stakeholders?  The Secretary was married last
weekend and while she received gifts from friends and family, we anticipate that Department
stakeholders will also offer gifts at events and send in gifts.  Please let us know if you have any time
this week.  Many thanks.
 
- Heather
 
Heather C. Gottry
Director & DAEO
Departmental Ethics Office | Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior | MIB 5308
(O) (202) 208-4472
(C) (202) 740-0417
Email: heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov
 
Visit us online at: www.doi.gov/ethics
 
Integrity is our mission.
 
Customer service matters to us. Please take our short survey, click here.
 

OGE Confidential Notice: This message may contain Controlled Unclassified Information (CUI) that
requires safeguarding or dissemination control under applicable law, regulation, or Government-
wide policy. This email, including all attachments, may constitute a Federal record or other
Government property that is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed. If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering
the transmission to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, copying or use of this email or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
email in error, please notify the sender by responding to the email and then immediately delete the
email.



From: Gottry, Heather C
To: Elysabeth Benjamin
Cc: Garcia, Monica L
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: Scheduling Time to Discuss Unsolicited Wedding Gifts from Department Stakeholders
Date: Thursday, September 2, 2021 10:38:59 AM

Liz – Hello!  Let’s try for 11:00 am tomorrow.  I can send my conference call information in an invite
if that works.  Many thanks.
 
- Heather
 

From: Elysabeth Benjamin <ebenjami@oge.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, September 2, 2021 8:31 AM
To: Gottry, Heather C <heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Garcia, Monica L <monica.garcia@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: Scheduling Time to Discuss Unsolicited Wedding Gifts from Department
Stakeholders
 
Heather, Does 2 pm work today? If not, Friday at 11?
 

Liz Benjamin
Desk Officer
Program Counsel Division, Agency Assistance Branch
US Office of Government Ethics
1201 New York Ave NW, Suite 500
Washington, DC 20005
(202) 482-9259
Visit OGE's website: www.oge.gov
Follow OGE on Twitter: @OfficeGovEthics
 

 

From: Gottry, Heather C [mailto:heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 1, 2021 4:14 PM
To: Elysabeth Benjamin <ebenjami@oge.gov>
Cc: Garcia, Monica L <monica.garcia@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: Scheduling Time to Discuss Unsolicited Wedding Gifts from Department
Stakeholders
 
Liz – Hello!  Unfortunately, I have a conflict with 11:00 tomorrow.  Is there another time that works? 
Many thanks!
 



- Heather
 

From: Elysabeth Benjamin <ebenjami@oge.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 1, 2021 9:29 AM
To: Gottry, Heather C <heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Garcia, Monica L <monica.garcia@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Scheduling Time to Discuss Unsolicited Wedding Gifts from Department
Stakeholders
 

 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links,
opening attachments, or responding.  

 

Morning,
Does tomorrow (Thursday) at 11 work for you?
 

Liz Benjamin
Desk Officer and Integrity Program Specialist
Program Counsel Division
Legal, External Affairs and Performance Branch
US Office of Government Ethics
1201 New York Ave NW, Suite 500
Washington, DC 20005
(202) 482-9259
Learn about IntegrIty

Visit OGE's website: www.oge.gov
Follow OGE on Twitter: @OfficeGovEthics
 

 

From: Gottry, Heather C [mailto:heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 1, 2021 6:12 AM
To: Elysabeth Benjamin <ebenjami@oge.gov>
Cc: Garcia, Monica L <monica.garcia@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: Scheduling Time to Discuss Unsolicited Wedding Gifts from Department Stakeholders
 
Liz – Hello!  I hope all is well with you.  Can we please schedule a time to discuss the review of



potential unsolicited wedding gifts from Department stakeholders?  The Secretary was married last
weekend and while she received gifts from friends and family, we anticipate that Department
stakeholders will also offer gifts at events and send in gifts.  Please let us know if you have any time
this week.  Many thanks.
 
- Heather
 
Heather C. Gottry
Director & DAEO
Departmental Ethics Office | Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior | MIB 5308
(O) (202) 208-4472
(C) (202) 740-0417
Email: heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov
 
Visit us online at: www.doi.gov/ethics
 
Integrity is our mission.
 
Customer service matters to us. Please take our short survey, click here.
 
 

OGE Confidential Notice: This message may contain Controlled Unclassified Information (CUI) that
requires safeguarding or dissemination control under applicable law, regulation, or Government-
wide policy. This email, including all attachments, may constitute a Federal record or other
Government property that is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed. If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering
the transmission to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, copying or use of this email or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
email in error, please notify the sender by responding to the email and then immediately delete the
email.





clear that the gift is motivated by a family relationship or personal friendship rather than your
position as Secretary.  5 C.F.R. § 2635.204(b).  This is an exception to gift rules that is colloquially
referred to as the personal relationship exception.  The U.S. Office of Government Ethics (OGE) has
advised that the relevant factors in using the personal relationship exception and making the
required determination include a consideration of the history and nature of the relationship and
whether the family member or friend personally pays for the gift.
 
Even though you may accept gifts given to you under the personal relationship exception, you may
be required to report certain of those gifts on your next OGE Form 278e, Public Financial Disclosure
Report (OGE Form 278e).  On your next OGE Form 278e, you will be required to report gifts totaling
more than $390 that were received from a single source during March 15 and December 31,
2021.  However, you are not required to report any gifts given by “relatives.”
 

For purposes of financial disclosure, the term “relative” means an individual who is related to
you as your father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, great uncle, great aunt,
first cousin, nephew, niece, husband, wife, grandfather, grandmother, grandson,
granddaughter, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, brother-in-law,
sister-in-law, stepfather, stepmother, stepson, stepdaughter, stepbrother, stepsister, half
brother, half sister, or who is the grandfather or grandmother of your spouse.  “Relative” also
includes your fiancé or fiancée.

 
As we discussed, in certain cases, the Director of OGE may grant a waiver of the reporting
requirements for gifts on an OGE Form 278e.  This authority is ordinarily used when a filer receives a
large number of personal gifts, such as at an engagement or wedding.  However, even if such a
waiver is granted, you must still report the items that you received to the Department and OGE, and
the fact that you obtained a waiver will be publicly available.  
 
Please let us know if it would be helpful to discuss further or if you are interested in requesting a
waiver with respect to any gifts given to you at your upcoming wedding.  I look forward to speaking
with you shortly.  Thank you.
 
- Heather
 
Heather C. Gottry
Director and DAEO
Departmental Ethics Office | Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior | MIB 5308
(O) (202) 208-4472
(C) (202) 740-0417
Email: heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov
 
Visit us online at: www.doi.gov/ethics
 
Integrity is our mission.
 





Even though you may accept gifts given to you under the personal relationship exception, you may
be required to report certain of those gifts on your next OGE Form 278e, Public Financial Disclosure
Report (OGE Form 278e).  On your next OGE Form 278e, you will be required to report gifts totaling
more than $390 that were received from a single source during March 15 and December 31,
2021.  However, you are not required to report any gifts given by “relatives.”
 

For purposes of financial disclosure, the term “relative” means an individual who is related to
you as your father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, great uncle, great aunt,
first cousin, nephew, niece, husband, wife, grandfather, grandmother, grandson,
granddaughter, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, brother-in-law,
sister-in-law, stepfather, stepmother, stepson, stepdaughter, stepbrother, stepsister, half
brother, half sister, or who is the grandfather or grandmother of your spouse.  “Relative” also
includes your fiancé or fiancée.

 
As we discussed, in certain cases, the Director of OGE may grant a waiver of the reporting
requirements for gifts on an OGE Form 278e.  This authority is ordinarily used when a filer receives a
large number of personal gifts, such as at an engagement or wedding.  However, even if such a
waiver is granted, you must still report the items that you received to the Department and OGE, and
the fact that you obtained a waiver will be publicly available.  
 
Please let us know if it would be helpful to discuss further or if you are interested in requesting a
waiver with respect to any gifts given to you at your upcoming wedding.  I look forward to speaking
with you shortly.  Thank you.
 
- Heather
 
Heather C. Gottry
Director and DAEO
Departmental Ethics Office | Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior | MIB 5308
(O) (202) 208-4472
(C) (202) 740-0417
Email: heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov
 
Visit us online at: www.doi.gov/ethics
 
Integrity is our mission.
 





Please let us know if it would be helpful to discuss further.  Thank you.
 
- Heather
 
Heather C. Gottry
Director and DAEO
Departmental Ethics Office | Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior | MIB 5308
(O) (202) 208-4472
(C) (202) 740-0417
Email: heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov
 
Visit us online at: www.doi.gov/ethics
 
Integrity is our mission.
 
 
 





 
Visit us online at: www.doi.gov/ethics
 
Integrity is our mission.
 
 
 



From: Gottry, Heather C
To: Elysabeth Benjamin
Cc: Garcia, Monica L
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: Scheduling Time to Discuss Unsolicited Wedding Gifts from Department Stakeholders
Date: Thursday, September 2, 2021 10:38:00 AM

Liz – Hello!  Let’s try for 11:00 am tomorrow.  I can send my conference call information in an invite
if that works.  Many thanks.
 
- Heather
 

From: Elysabeth Benjamin <ebenjami@oge.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, September 2, 2021 8:31 AM
To: Gottry, Heather C <heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Garcia, Monica L <monica.garcia@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: Scheduling Time to Discuss Unsolicited Wedding Gifts from Department
Stakeholders
 
Heather, Does 2 pm work today? If not, Friday at 11?
 

Liz Benjamin
Desk Officer
Program Counsel Division, Agency Assistance Branch
US Office of Government Ethics
1201 New York Ave NW, Suite 500
Washington, DC 20005
(202) 482-9259
Visit OGE's website: www.oge.gov
Follow OGE on Twitter: @OfficeGovEthics
 

 

From: Gottry, Heather C [mailto:heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 1, 2021 4:14 PM
To: Elysabeth Benjamin <ebenjami@oge.gov>
Cc: Garcia, Monica L <monica.garcia@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: Scheduling Time to Discuss Unsolicited Wedding Gifts from Department
Stakeholders
 
Liz – Hello!  Unfortunately, I have a conflict with 11:00 tomorrow.  Is there another time that works? 
Many thanks!
 



- Heather
 

From: Elysabeth Benjamin <ebenjami@oge.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 1, 2021 9:29 AM
To: Gottry, Heather C <heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Garcia, Monica L <monica.garcia@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Scheduling Time to Discuss Unsolicited Wedding Gifts from Department
Stakeholders
 

 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links,
opening attachments, or responding.  

 

Morning,
Does tomorrow (Thursday) at 11 work for you?
 

Liz Benjamin
Desk Officer and Integrity Program Specialist
Program Counsel Division
Legal, External Affairs and Performance Branch
US Office of Government Ethics
1201 New York Ave NW, Suite 500
Washington, DC 20005
(202) 482-9259
Learn about IntegrIty

Visit OGE's website: www.oge.gov
Follow OGE on Twitter: @OfficeGovEthics
 

 

From: Gottry, Heather C [mailto:heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 1, 2021 6:12 AM
To: Elysabeth Benjamin <ebenjami@oge.gov>
Cc: Garcia, Monica L <monica.garcia@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: Scheduling Time to Discuss Unsolicited Wedding Gifts from Department Stakeholders
 
Liz – Hello!  I hope all is well with you.  Can we please schedule a time to discuss the review of



potential unsolicited wedding gifts from Department stakeholders?  The Secretary was married last
weekend and while she received gifts from friends and family, we anticipate that Department
stakeholders will also offer gifts at events and send in gifts.  Please let us know if you have any time
this week.  Many thanks.
 
- Heather
 
Heather C. Gottry
Director & DAEO
Departmental Ethics Office | Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior | MIB 5308
(O) (202) 208-4472
(C) (202) 740-0417
Email: heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov
 
Visit us online at: www.doi.gov/ethics
 
Integrity is our mission.
 
Customer service matters to us. Please take our short survey, click here.
 
 

OGE Confidential Notice: This message may contain Controlled Unclassified Information (CUI) that
requires safeguarding or dissemination control under applicable law, regulation, or Government-
wide policy. This email, including all attachments, may constitute a Federal record or other
Government property that is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed. If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering
the transmission to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, copying or use of this email or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
email in error, please notify the sender by responding to the email and then immediately delete the
email.



From: Gottry, Heather C
To: Van Der Heide Escobar, Jennifer
Cc: Roberts, Lawrence S; Garcia, Monica L
Subject: RE: Scheduling Time with Skip
Date: Thursday, August 12, 2021 10:47:52 AM

Thank you!  Hope you enjoy your time out of the office!
 

From: Van Der Heide Escobar, Jennifer <jennifer_vanderheideescobar@ios.doi.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 12, 2021 10:02 AM
To: Gottry, Heather C <heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Roberts, Lawrence S <lawrence_s_roberts@ios.doi.gov>; Garcia, Monica L
<monica.garcia@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Scheduling Time with Skip
 
Hi Heather - 
 
Hope you had a great break. I am out until Monday but will circle back with you then. The Secretary
mentioned after their honeymoon, but I can touch base with Skip next week to discuss. 
 
Best, 
 
Jennifer 
 
Get Outlook for iOS

From: Gottry, Heather C <heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov>
Sent: Thursday, August 12, 2021 9:58:43 AM
To: Van Der Heide Escobar, Jennifer <jennifer vanderheideescobar@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: Roberts, Lawrence S <lawrence s roberts@ios.doi.gov>; Garcia, Monica L
<monica.garcia@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: Scheduling Time with Skip
 
Jennifer – Hello!  In one of our recent meetings with the Secretary, she suggested that we reach out
to you for assistance with scheduling time with Skip to gather initial information and discuss how his
financial interests will be imputed to the Secretary after they are married.  We can be available when
convenient for him and can discuss either before or shortly after the ceremony.  Please do not
hesitate to let us know if you would like us to work with someone else on the scheduling.  Thank you
in advance for your time and assistance!
 
- Heather
 
Heather C. Gottry
Director & DAEO
Departmental Ethics Office | Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior | MIB 5308
(O) (202) 208-4472
(C) (202) 740-0417



Email: heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov
 
Visit us online at: www.doi.gov/ethics
 
Integrity is our mission.
 
Customer service matters to us. Please take our short survey, click here.
 



From: Van Der Heide Escobar, Jennifer
To: Gottry, Heather C
Cc: Roberts, Lawrence S; Garcia, Monica L
Subject: Re: Scheduling Time with Skip
Date: Thursday, August 12, 2021 10:01:39 AM

Hi Heather - 

Hope you had a great break. I am out until Monday but will circle back with you then. The
Secretary mentioned after their honeymoon, but I can touch base with Skip next week to
discuss. 

Best, 

Jennifer 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Gottry, Heather C <heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov>
Sent: Thursday, August 12, 2021 9:58:43 AM
To: Van Der Heide Escobar, Jennifer <jennifer_vanderheideescobar@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: Roberts, Lawrence S <lawrence_s_roberts@ios.doi.gov>; Garcia, Monica L
<monica.garcia@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: Scheduling Time with Skip
 
Jennifer – Hello!  In one of our recent meetings with the Secretary, she suggested that we reach out
to you for assistance with scheduling time with Skip to gather initial information and discuss how his
financial interests will be imputed to the Secretary after they are married.  We can be available when
convenient for him and can discuss either before or shortly after the ceremony.  Please do not
hesitate to let us know if you would like us to work with someone else on the scheduling.  Thank you
in advance for your time and assistance!
 
- Heather
 
Heather C. Gottry
Director & DAEO
Departmental Ethics Office | Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior | MIB 5308
(O) (202) 208-4472
(C) (202) 740-0417
Email: heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov
 
Visit us online at: www.doi.gov/ethics
 
Integrity is our mission.
 
Customer service matters to us. Please take our short survey, click here.
 



From: Gottry, Heather C
To: Elysabeth Benjamin
Cc: Garcia, Monica L
Subject: Scheduling Time to Discuss Unsolicited Wedding Gifts from Department Stakeholders
Date: Wednesday, September 1, 2021 6:12:12 AM

Liz – Hello!  I hope all is well with you.  Can we please schedule a time to discuss the review of
potential unsolicited wedding gifts from Department stakeholders?  The Secretary was married last
weekend and while she received gifts from friends and family, we anticipate that Department
stakeholders will also offer gifts at events and send in gifts.  Please let us know if you have any time
this week.  Many thanks.
 
- Heather
 
Heather C. Gottry
Director & DAEO
Departmental Ethics Office | Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior | MIB 5308
(O) (202) 208-4472
(C) (202) 740-0417
Email: heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov
 
Visit us online at: www.doi.gov/ethics
 
Integrity is our mission.
 
Customer service matters to us. Please take our short survey, click here.
 



From: Gottry, Heather C
To: Van Der Heide Escobar, Jennifer
Cc: Roberts, Lawrence S; Garcia, Monica L
Subject: Scheduling Time with Skip
Date: Thursday, August 12, 2021 9:58:43 AM

Jennifer – Hello!  In one of our recent meetings with the Secretary, she suggested that we reach out
to you for assistance with scheduling time with Skip to gather initial information and discuss how his
financial interests will be imputed to the Secretary after they are married.  We can be available when
convenient for him and can discuss either before or shortly after the ceremony.  Please do not
hesitate to let us know if you would like us to work with someone else on the scheduling.  Thank you
in advance for your time and assistance!
 
- Heather
 
Heather C. Gottry
Director & DAEO
Departmental Ethics Office | Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior | MIB 5308
(O) (202) 208-4472
(C) (202) 740-0417
Email: heather.gottry@sol.doi.gov
 
Visit us online at: www.doi.gov/ethics
 
Integrity is our mission.
 
Customer service matters to us. Please take our short survey, click here.
 



From: Garcia, Monica L
To: Gottry, Heather C
Subject: Skip - FD + Other Guidance (11.29.21)
Date: Monday, November 29, 2021 1:29:08 PM
Attachments: Skip - FD + Other Guidance (11.29.21).docx

For review and discussion.
 
Monica
 



Skip – Good afternoon!  We hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday.  
 
We wanted to follow up on our discussions and the information you have provided on your investments 
and recent stock sale.  We are meeting with the Secretary tomorrow to assist her in submitting a 
financial disclosure transaction report to disclose the stock sale of your investment in PlayAGS, 
Inc. (AGS).   
 
We also wanted to send you a summary of our telephone discussion of how the federal ethics laws may 
apply to you and the Secretary after your marriage.  As we discussed, for the purposes of the application 
of Executive Branch conflicts of interests laws, your financial interests are now imputed to the Secretary.  
In addition, certain of your positions will be “covered” positions for the Secretary under the ethics 
impartiality regulations.  
 
1. Financial Disclosure Reporting Requirements 

 
Thank you for sending us confirmation that you sold your stock holdings in PlayAGS, Inc. (AGS).  As that 
stock sale was over $1,000, the Secretary is required to submit a periodic transaction report (OGE Form 
278-T) within 30 days of the transaction.  For this sale, we will assist the Secretary in submitting the 
required OGE Form 278-T and remain available to assist should you have any transactions in the future.   
 
As a reminder, under the STOCK Act, the Secretary will be required to submit an OGE 278-T for every 
purchase, sale, or exchange of stocks, bonds, commodity futures, or other securities in any transaction 
over $1,000.  She is required to submit this form for her transactions, as well as any of your transactions.  
This report must be submitted within 30 days the covered financial transaction, but no later than 45 
days after the transaction occurs.  Please note that the STOCK Act requires assessment of a $200 late 
filing fee if these reports are not timely submitted. 
 
Finally, in May 2022, the Secretary will be required to submit her Annual Public Financial Disclosure 
Form (OGE Form 278e).  This disclosure will include your financial interests, assets, transactions, and 
liabilities as of the date of your marriage.   
 
2. Conflicts Analysis 
 
As required by the criminal conflicts of interest law at 18 U.S.C. § 208(a), the Secretary must not 
participate personally and substantially in any particular matter in which she knows that she has a 
financial interest directly and predictably affected by the matter, or in which she knows that a person 
whose interests are imputed to her has a financial interest directly and predictably affected by the 
particular matter, unless she first obtains a written waiver, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(1), qualify for 
a regulatory exemption, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2), or qualify for a statutory exemption, pursuant 
to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(4).  As the Secretary’s spouse, your financial interests are imputed to her by law so 
we have conducted a review of the financial information you provided to us.   
 
We appreciate your sharing the detailed information on your financial interests, including the holdings 
of your: 401(k) account with the Pueblo of Laguna Commercial Enterprises; deferred income account; 



Schwab brokerage account, and TD Ameritrade brokerage account.  Based on our review of the 
information you provided, we determined that the majority of your investments are diversified mutual 
funds and therefore qualify for an exemption permitting the Secretary to participate in any particular 
matter affecting one or more of the holdings of the fund per 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2) and 5 C.F.R. § 
2640.201(a).   
 
Based on the information provided, you currently own two individual stocks: 
 

• Everi Holdings, Inc. (EVRI) 
• International Game Technology PLC (IGT) 

 
The market value of your holdings of each of these individual securities does not exceed $15,000 and 
therefore qualifies for the de minimis exemption for matters involving parties found at 5 C.F.R. § 
2640.202(a).  Further, as each of these securities is found within the consumer cyclical sector and 
gambling industry, we also conducted a sector analysis review.  The market value of your holdings, 
individually and in aggregate, qualifies for the de minimis exemption for matters of general applicability 
found at 5 C.F.R. § 2640.202(c).  This means that, based on your current investments, the Secretary will 
not be required to recuse herself from DOI activities that may affect the financial interests of your stocks 
and mutual funds.  If your circumstances change, we will remain available to discuss and provide further 
guidance.  
 
3. Prohibited Holdings 
 
As a reminder, the Secretary is subject to three separate prohibitions on holding certain types of 
investments: 
 

• The Secretary is also prohibited from holding a direct or indirect financial interest in any surface 
or underground coal mining operation.  30 U.S.C. § 121 l(f)  

• The Secretary is prohibited from owning any securities on the attached DOI prohibited 
investments list, which include companies that have financial interests in federal lands or 
resources administered or controlled by the Department.  5 C.F.R. § 3501.103(b)(ii).   

• Finally, the Secretary and her spouse (and any minor children) are prohibited from acquiring or 
retaining any claim, permit, lease, small tract entry, or other rights that are granted by the 
Department in federal lands.  5 C.F.R. § 3501.103(c). 

 
If you have a managed account or otherwise use the services of an investment professional, we suggest 
you ensure that the account manager or investment professional obtains your prior approval on a case-
by-case basis for the purchase of any assets other than cash, cash equivalents, investment funds that 
qualify for the regulatory exemption for diversified mutual funds and unit investment trusts at 5 C.F.R. § 
2640.201(a), or obligations of the United States.  
 
4. Covered Relationships 
 



Under the government-wide impartiality regulations, the Secretary has a “covered relationship” with her 
spouse’s employers or clients and to any person or entity with whom her spouse is “serving or seeking 
to serve as an officer, director, trustee, general partner, agent, attorney, consultant, contractor, or 
employee.”  5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(b)(iii).  As such, the Secretary may have certain recusal obligations with 
respect to her participation in certain matters which the following entities are a party or represent a 
party: 
 

• Laguna Development Corporation, your employer; and 
• Laguna Community Foundation, an organization for whom you serve as a director. 

 
If you have any other positions at this time, or later acquire any additional positions, please inform us so 
we can advise the Secretary accordingly.   
 
Thank you again for taking time to provide us with information on your circumstances to inform our 
ethics guidance for the Secretary.  If you have any further questions or if we can be of assistance in any 
way, please let us know and we would be happy to assist. 
 
-Heather 




