
Conversation Contents
Fwd: Bears Ears Letter - Conference Call Follow-up

Attachments:

/1. Fwd: Bears Ears Letter - Conference Call Follow-up/1.1 Letter_Buffa Degnan
and Jones 0111_2016.pdf

"Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Mon Jan 11 2016 15:24:27 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Bears Ears Letter - Conference Call Follow-up
Attachments: Letter_Buffa Degnan and Jones 0111_2016.pdf

For discussion.

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Eric Descheenie <ericdescheenie@navajo-nsn.gov>
Date: Mon, Jan 11, 2016 at 5:23 PM
Subject: Bears Ears Letter - Conference Call Follow-up
To: "nicole buffa@ios.doi.gov" <nicole buffa@ios.doi.gov>,

" <
"leslie.jones@osec.usda.gov" <leslie.jones@osec.usda.gov>
Cc: "ALomahquahu@hopi.nsn.us" <ALomahquahu@hopi.nsn.us>,
"rwhiteskunk@utemountain.org" <rwhiteskunk@utemountain.org>,
"mlehi@utemountain.org" <mlehi@utemountain.org>, "tonys@utetribe.com"
<tonys@utetribe.com>, "carleton.bowekaty@ashiwi.org"
<carleton.bowekaty@ashiwi.org>, "oct.seowtewa@gmail.com"
<oct.seowtewa@gmail.com>, "russellbegaye@gmail.com" <russellbegaye@gmail.com>,
"jonmnez@yahoo.com" <jonmnez@yahoo.com>

Dear Nikki, Michael, and Leslie,

 

Please find our Inter-tribal Coalition Letter attached as a follow-up to our January 7
Conference call.

 

(b)(6)- Michael Degnan(b)(6)- Michael Degnan



Kind regards, Eric

 

Eric Descheenie, Co-Chair

Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition

 

Executive Staff Assistant

Office of the President and Vice President

Navajo Nation

(480) 323-9146

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior
202-219-3861
nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov



 

BEARS EARS INTER-TRIBAL COALITION 

A Partnership of the Hopi, Navajo, Uintah & Ouray Ute, Ute Mountain Ute, and Zuni Governments 

 
 
January 11, 2016 
 
Nikki Buffa 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
Department of the Interior 
  
Michael Degnan 
Department Associate Director 
Council on Environmental Quality 
 
Leslie Jones 
Chief of Staff 
Department of Agriculture   
 
Dear Ms. Buffa, Mr. Degnan, and Ms. Jones; 
 
  Thank you again for the excellent conference call on Thursday.  For us, it was a 
breath of fresh air. 
 
 In this letter, we would like to put forth an approach that we think is appropriate for 
our first in-person meeting, hopefully in late January or early February.  Our main concern 
is to acknowledge and deal directly with the fact that our initiative is unique and brings 
forth concerns that have never before been addressed in the monument proclamation 
process.  Our objective, therefore, for this first meeting is to have the opportunity to explain 
in some detail the broad context for this cutting-edge proposal before moving into 
discussions of details.   
 
  We urge that this first session be scheduled for, say, two hours.  It would be 
dedicated to statements by Tribal leaders concerning their cultures, values, histories, and 
worldviews, especially the Native connection with the land.  The Tribal leaders would also 
explain the unusual and extensive process that led to the production of our proposal 
submitted on October 15.  Hopefully, there will be time for comments and questions by the 
Administration members on the Tribal presentation.  Like yourselves, we are anxious to 



begin discussions on the substantive proposal and would suggest that we try to establish, 
in our next conference call, a meeting date on those matters in the near future. 
 
  We recognize, of course, that this kind of session is unusual and have discussed this 
request at length.  We are convinced that it will be of great use to you in assessing the 
worth of our proposal.  In addition—the presentation at our national press conference is an 
example—we have come to know and understand this material well and understand also 
the importance of presenting it to you in an organized and useful way.  We believe that 
proceeding in this fashion is emblematic of the government-to-government relationship.   
 
  We hope that this is not a meeting attended exclusively by a small group of key 
people in the Administration, although of course we hope that they will be present.  We 
would like, however, the audience to be as broad as possible, recognizing that you are 
restrained by your proper concerns about confidentiality.  While their schedules are 
demanding, we very much hope that Secretary Jewell, Secretary Vilsack, and Director 
Goldfuss will be invited and can attend.  We hope also that the meeting will be held in a 
room with some tradition to it.  One example would be the small auditorium in the South 
Interior Building. 
  
  As for a date for this meeting, our preference would be January 28 or 29th.  In our 
conference call we also discussed trying to find a convenient time during the first week in 
February. 
   
 We will look forward to arranging a call with you to discuss this further and arriving 
at a jointly satisfactory way to proceed. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

  
Alfred Lomahquahu               Eric Descheenie  
Hopi Tribe Vice-Chairman &  Executive Staff Assistant to Navajo Nation Office 
Co-Chair Bears Ears  President and Vice President & Co-Chair, Bears 
Inter-Tribal Coalition Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition 
 



Conversation Contents
Fwd: Meeting request re: Cedar Mesa and Bears Ears

"Connor, Michael" <michael_connor@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Connor, Michael" <michael_connor@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thu Jan 07 2016 05:18:38 GMT-0700 (MST)

To: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>,
Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

CC: Elizabeth Washburn <elizabeth_washburn@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Meeting request re: Cedar Mesa and Bears Ears

Nikki - I assume you think I should meet with these folks?  If so, I'll be around Monday
and maybe some of Tuesday that week..  

M

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Buffa, Nicole <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Date: Wed, Jan 6, 2016 at 12:54 PM
Subject: Re: Meeting request re: Cedar Mesa and Bears Ears
To: Josh Ewing <josh@cedarmesafriends.org>, Gisella Ojeda-dodds <gisella_ojeda-
dodds@ios.doi.gov>, Gareth Rees <gareth_rees@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: Michael Connor <Michael_connor@ios.doi.gov>, sarah_niemeyer@ios.doi.gov

Hi Josh - I'm adding Gisella and Gareth who can help with this request.

many thanks,
Nikki

On Wed, Jan 6, 2016 at 11:46 AM, Josh Ewing <josh@cedarmesafriends.org> wrote:
Dear Mr. Connor: I'm writing to request a meeting with you regarding efforts to protect
internationally significant natural and cultural resources in the Cedar Mesa and Bears
Ears areas. I run an organization called Friends of Cedar Mesa, based in Bluff, Utah.
We work to steward public lands of southeastern Utah via volunteer projects, research,
education, and advocacy.

A small group of us will be visiting Washington DC Monday, January 25th through
Wednesday, January 27th. 

Joining me for meetings will be:



Vaughn Hadenfeldt, Friends of Cedar Mesa Board Chair and longtime backpacking
guide
Bill Doelle, Archaeology Southwest Executive Director
Sam Mix, Osprey Packs Conduit for Corporate Outreach

We would like to speak briefly with you about ongoing damage to archaeological
resources, the critical importance of this area to recreation enthusiasts from around the
world, and our thoughts about possible legislative and administrative actions to
conserve this area, including collaborative management ideas. 

Please let me know if you would entertain a meeting with us during the above dates.
And if you aren't available, perhaps you could suggest a colleague or two at DOI we
could meet.

Thanks in advance for considering our request.

-- 
Josh Ewing
Executive Director, Friends of Cedar Mesa
(801) 410-0773 - PO Box 338, Bluff, UT  84512
cedarmesafriends.org - Twitter: @joshewing - Facebook.com/cedarmesafriends

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior
202-219-3861
nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov

-- 
Michael L. Connor, Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
202-208-6291

Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thu Jan 07 2016 06:31:17 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: "Connor, Michael" <michael_connor@ios.doi.gov>

CC: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>,



Elizabeth Washburn <elizabeth_washburn@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Meeting request re: Cedar Mesa and Bears Ears

Hi there. I'll fill you or Liz in today and am talking with Gareth. This is a different campaign
then the one you're familiar with. I'm not sure you need to attend. 

On Jan 7, 2016, at 7:18 AM, Connor, Michael <michael connor@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Nikki - I assume you think I should meet with these folks?  If so, I'll be around
Monday and maybe some of Tuesday that week..  

M

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Buffa, Nicole <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Date: Wed, Jan 6, 2016 at 12:54 PM
Subject: Re: Meeting request re: Cedar Mesa and Bears Ears
To: Josh Ewing <josh@cedarmesafriends.org>, Gisella Ojeda-dodds
<gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov>, Gareth Rees <gareth_rees@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: Michael Connor <Michael_connor@ios.doi.gov>,
sarah_niemeyer@ios.doi.gov

Hi Josh - I'm adding Gisella and Gareth who can help with this request.

many thanks,
Nikki

On Wed, Jan 6, 2016 at 11:46 AM, Josh Ewing
<josh@cedarmesafriends.org> wrote:

Dear Mr. Connor: I'm writing to request a meeting with you regarding efforts
to protect internationally significant natural and cultural resources in the
Cedar Mesa and Bears Ears areas. I run an organization called Friends of
Cedar Mesa, based in Bluff, Utah. We work to steward public lands of
southeastern Utah via volunteer projects, research, education, and
advocacy.

A small group of us will be visiting Washington DC Monday, January 25th
through Wednesday, January 27th. 

Joining me for meetings will be:
Vaughn Hadenfeldt, Friends of Cedar Mesa Board Chair and longtime
backpacking guide
Bill Doelle, Archaeology Southwest Executive Director
Sam Mix, Osprey Packs Conduit for Corporate Outreach

We would like to speak briefly with you about ongoing damage to
archaeological resources, the critical importance of this area to recreation
enthusiasts from around the world, and our thoughts about possible



legislative and administrative actions to conserve this area, including
collaborative management ideas. 

Please let me know if you would entertain a meeting with us during the
above dates. And if you aren't available, perhaps you could suggest a
colleague or two at DOI we could meet.

Thanks in advance for considering our request.

-- 
Josh Ewing
Executive Director, Friends of Cedar Mesa
(801) 410-0773 - PO Box 338, Bluff, UT  84512
cedarmesafriends.org - Twitter: @joshewing -
Facebook.com/cedarmesafriends

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior
202-219-3861
nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov

-- 
Michael L. Connor, Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
202-208-6291

"Connor, Michael" <michael_connor@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Connor, Michael" <michael_connor@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thu Jan 07 2016 06:33:21 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

CC: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>,
Elizabeth Washburn <elizabeth_washburn@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Meeting request re: Cedar Mesa and Bears Ears

Sounds good.

On Thu, Jan 7, 2016 at 8:31 AM, Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:



Hi there. I'll fill you or Liz in today and am talking with Gareth. This is a different
campaign then the one you're familiar with. I'm not sure you need to attend. 

On Jan 7, 2016, at 7:18 AM, Connor, Michael <michael_connor@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Nikki - I assume you think I should meet with these folks?  If so, I'll be
around Monday and maybe some of Tuesday that week..  

M

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Buffa, Nicole <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Date: Wed, Jan 6, 2016 at 12:54 PM
Subject: Re: Meeting request re: Cedar Mesa and Bears Ears
To: Josh Ewing <josh@cedarmesafriends.org>, Gisella Ojeda-dodds
<gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov>, Gareth Rees
<gareth_rees@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: Michael Connor <Michael_connor@ios.doi.gov>,
sarah niemeyer@ios.doi.gov

Hi Josh - I'm adding Gisella and Gareth who can help with this request.

many thanks,
Nikki

On Wed, Jan 6, 2016 at 11:46 AM, Josh Ewing
<josh@cedarmesafriends.org> wrote:

Dear Mr. Connor: I'm writing to request a meeting with you regarding
efforts to protect internationally significant natural and cultural resources
in the Cedar Mesa and Bears Ears areas. I run an organization called
Friends of Cedar Mesa, based in Bluff, Utah. We work to steward public
lands of southeastern Utah via volunteer projects, research, education,
and advocacy.

A small group of us will be visiting Washington DC Monday, January
25th through Wednesday, January 27th. 

Joining me for meetings will be:
Vaughn Hadenfeldt, Friends of Cedar Mesa Board Chair and longtime
backpacking guide
Bill Doelle, Archaeology Southwest Executive Director
Sam Mix, Osprey Packs Conduit for Corporate Outreach

We would like to speak briefly with you about ongoing damage to
archaeological resources, the critical importance of this area to recreation
enthusiasts from around the world, and our thoughts about possible
legislative and administrative actions to conserve this area, including
collaborative management ideas. 



Please let me know if you would entertain a meeting with us during the
above dates. And if you aren't available, perhaps you could suggest a
colleague or two at DOI we could meet.

Thanks in advance for considering our request.

-- 
Josh Ewing
Executive Director, Friends of Cedar Mesa
(801) 410-0773 - PO Box 338, Bluff, UT  84512
cedarmesafriends.org - Twitter: @joshewing -
Facebook.com/cedarmesafriends

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior
202-219-3861
nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov

-- 
Michael L. Connor, Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
202-208-6291

-- 
Michael L. Connor, Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
202-208-6291





I'd also like to share this with Stephenne.  So if you could, please share her
email when you can.Please pass along to Tommy or others that should see
this email. 

Finally, Rob has made edits to PLI Draft #9.  I'm told this should be final.  I'm
hoping to have a proposal in the coming days to begin sharing.  Stand by. 

-fred

##

"The letter we received was unfortunate and unexpected.  We met with the Bears Ears 
Coalition on November 30 and created a working timeline that went well into the new 
year.  It was puzzling to see them walk away from the table before we even made it to
2016. As we told the Bears Ears Coalition when we met on November 30, the bill remains 
in the drafting phase and that the text would be shared before the next meeting. 
Unfortunately,  a meeting did not occur on December 30, so text was not shared.  Despite  
the conflicts on 12/30, we were working with the Coalition to find a new meeting time in 
January, consistent with the timeline discussed in our 11/30 meeting. Regardless of the 
Coalition walking away, we remain committed to working with Native Americans that have 
an interest in land designations and management in San Juan County, just as we always 
have."

Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

From: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Mon Jan 04 2016 14:06:20 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Bears Ears Comment

TPB

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Ferguson, Fred" <Fred.Ferguson@mail.house.gov>
Date: January 4, 2016 at 3:52:10 PM EST
To: Tommy Beaudreau <Tommy_Beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Bears Ears Comment 

Hey Tommy,

Wanted to make sure you saw this. 

Thanks! 





working with Native Americans that have an interest in land designations
and management in San Juan County, just as we always have."

Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Mon Jan 04 2016 14:11:18 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Bears Ears Comment

Okey doke. 

On Jan 4, 2016, at 4:06 PM, Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

TPB

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Ferguson, Fred" <Fred.Ferguson@mail.house.gov>
Date: January 4, 2016 at 3:52:10 PM EST
To: Tommy Beaudreau <Tommy_Beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Bears Ears Comment 

Hey Tommy,

Wanted to make sure you saw this. 

Thanks! 

Fred 

Fred Ferguson
Chief of Staff
Rep. Chaffetz (UT-03)
202-631-0560 cell

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Ferguson, Fred"
<Fred.Ferguson@mail.house.gov>









meeting. Unfortunately,  a meeting did not occur on December 30, so text was not
shared.  Despite the conflicts on 12/30, we were working with the Coalition to find a new
meeting time in January, consistent with the timeline discussed in our 11/30
meeting. Regardless of the Coalition walking away, we remain committed to working with
Native Americans that have an interest in land designations and management in San
Juan County, just as we always have."

-- 
Sarah C. Neimeyer, Director
Office of Congressional and Legislative Affairs
Office of the Secretary
Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Office - (202) 208-5557
Fax - (202) 208-5533



Conversation Contents
Utah

Attachments:

/4. Utah/1.1 BEIC_123115_pressrelease_final.pdf
/4. Utah/1.2 BEIC_Bishop_Letter_123115.pdf

"Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thu Dec 31 2015 09:30:22 GMT-0700 (MST)

To:
Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>, Tommy Beaudreau
<tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>, Jonathan Jarvis
<jon_jarvis@nps.gov>, Lawrence Roberts
<lawrence_roberts@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Utah

Attachments: BEIC_123115_pressrelease_final.pdf
BEIC_Bishop_Letter_123115.pdf

Hi All - I just received these docs from the tribal coalition representing the Bears Ears
monument proposal.  Evidently, the Tribes have decided to end discussions with Bishop
and Chaffetz on the PLI, and plan to focus their attention on working with the WH on an
Administrative solution.  Please take a look and we can discuss at a later date.

Thanks,
Nikki



 

For Immediate Release  
Contact: Natasha Hale at 505-906-8303 or BearsEarsPress@gmail.com. 

BEARS EARS COALITION FORCED TO BREAK OFF NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
CONGRESSMEN CAUSED BY BROKEN PROMISES AND MISSED 
DEADLINES 

DECEMBER 31, 2015 — On December 31st, the Bears Ears Inter-tribal Coalition sent a 
formal letter, which is attached, to Utah Congressmen Rob Bishop and Jason Chaffetz, 
discontinuing discussions over including tribal objectives in the Congressmen’s Public 
Lands Initiative. The PLI is a process initiated in 2013 by Congressman Bishop to resolve 
long-standing disputes over conservation on federal public lands in Eastern Utah. 

The Hopi, Navajo, Ute Indian Tribe, Ute Mountain Ute, and Zuni Tribes created the 
Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition in July of this year with the mission to protect and 
preserve the Bears Ears region in Southern Utah. The sovereign-led proposal is formally 
supported by an additional 19 Tribes as well as the National Congress of American 
Indians. 

The tribes developed a comprehensive proposal for a 1.9 million acre Bears Ears National 
Monument, encompassing a glorious landscape that had been tribal homeland since time 
immemorial. Indian people were forcibly removed to reservations starting in the mid 
1800’s. The area is now federal public land.  

The tribes submitted a detailed and creative proposal to President Obama on October 
15th. The President has broad authority to create National Monuments under the 
Antiquities Act of 1906, and Bears Ears is a leading candidate. The Coalition is hopeful 
that the President would grant Bears Ears monument status, but decided to try first the 
Congressional route of the PLI to satisfy recommendations of the Utah delegation.  

“Our proposal confirms tribal cooperation and support and is at its core a process of 
healing, not only for our people, but our land,” stated Zuni Councilman Carleton 
Bowekaty.  

In its letter, the Coalition detailed a long and callous PLI pattern of “not taking seriously” 
the concerns of tribes. In numerous meetings, the tribes put forward compelling, specific 



reasons for protecting Bears Ears. But the Coalition never received any responses to the 
proposal, positive or negative, just continuing delay.  

This has been a problem with the PLI, which has been consistently plagued by missed 
deadlines. PLI representatives promised a draft proposal by November 30th, and then 
guaranteed delivery of a report by December 30th, but the draft report has never been 
delivered. The Coalition still had not received any idea of what the PLI intends to do. 

The tribes also faced outright discrimination by the San Juan County Commission. The 
Commission promised to include the tribal proposal in its citizen survey, but then 
reneged. A write-in campaign ensued and the tribal proposal received an overwhelming 
64% of the votes. The Commission then recommended an industry-supported proposal 
which received less than 1% of the votes. The Coalition’s letter described this as 
“extraordinary unfairness” and “the kind of raw, heavy-handed political overreaching 
rarely seen in America today.” 

“Hopi has been instructed to speak and act with the full authority as a sovereign tribe in 
order to protect all Tuwakatsi, which includes Bears Ears. As Vice Chairman, I stand by 
my people’s priorities to do so as a member of our Coalition”, stated Bears Ears Co-Chair 
Alfred Lomahquahu.  

The tribes concluded that the Coalition had “no choice” but to discontinue PLI 
negotiations. Now the tribes will turn to the Obama Administration for monument 
designation under the Antiquities Act. President Obama has on several occasions 
welcomed tribal national monument proposals.  

Ute Mountain Ute Councilwoman Regina Lopez-Whiteskunk stated, “The President has a 
responsibility to think and act to take care of her because we all share one mother, and 
that’s Mother Earth.”  

# # #











From: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Dec 30 2015 17:25:37 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: call on January 7th?

Yeah. I just talked to them. They are done.

On Dec 30, 2015, at 7:17 PM, Tommy Beaudreau <tommy beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

Holy cow. 

TPB

On Dec 30, 2015, at 7:15 PM, Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

W
O
W

But not entirely unexpected. 

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Degnan, Michael H. EOP/CEQ"

Date: December 30, 2015 at 4:18:45 PM EST
To: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: Leslie Jones <Leslie.Jones@osec.usda.gov>
Subject: Re: call on January 7th?

I just got a call from Eric Descheenie (co-chair of the
tribal coalition) who said that the coalition just met for
several hours and decided to issue a statement
tomorrow morning announcing that they are walking
away from the Public Lands Initiative. They were told
from Bishop and Chaffetz's staff that they would receive
legislative language to review by today, Dec 30, but that
hasn't come to pass. They also don't believe they have
gotten a substantive response to their proposal. They
will explain those points and other concerns they have
had in the statement.

Just sharing as fyi.

(b)(6)- Michael Degnan



 Original Message
From: Nicole Buffa
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:57 PM
To: Degnan, Michael H. EOP/CEQ
Cc: Gisella Ojeda-dodds; Rogers, Alexandra S.
EOP/CEQ (Intern); Leslie Jones
Subject: Re: call on January 7th?

Alex - Can you please work with Gisella to find dates
that work for
all of us? Thanks!

On Dec 29, 2015, at 4:55 PM, Degnan,
Michael H. EOP/CEQ

> wrote:

Hey Natasha - good to hear from you, and
hope you had a great holiday too.

That date should work for me. I'm adding
Alex who can help confirm a time on my
end. I'm also adding Leslie Jones from
USDA, who should join any of these
intertribal coalition calls about your Bears
Ears proposal.

Thanks,

Michael

From: Natasha K. Hale

Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:18
PM

To: Buffa, Nicole; Degnan, Michael H.
EOP/CEQ

Cc: Gisella Ojeda-dodds

Subject: call on January 7th?

(b)(6)- Michael Degnan



Good afternoon Nikki and Michael,

Happy Holidays!  I hope you enjoyed some
much needed time off with family and loved
ones, and were able to re-center and re-
energize yourselves.  The snow is beautiful
out here, and makes me excited about
harvest next year, and hopefully pinions.

The Coalition would like to get on a call with
you on January 7th.  Do you have any time
blocks available that day?

Thanks,

N

cell:  505-906-8303

Natasha Kaye Hale

2601 N. Fort Valley Road | Flagstaff, AZ
86001

Office: (928) 774-
7488<tel:%28928%29%20774-7488> | Fax:
(928) 774-7570<tel:%28928%29%20225-
1811>

Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

From: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Dec 30 2015 17:38:53 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: call on January 7th?

Great. But I guess it means they'll start pushing on us pretty hard. Let's put our heads



together on how to approach them. 

TPB

On Dec 30, 2015, at 7:25 PM, Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Yeah. I just talked to them. They are done.

On Dec 30, 2015, at 7:17 PM, Tommy Beaudreau
<tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Holy cow. 

TPB

On Dec 30, 2015, at 7:15 PM, Nicole Buffa
<nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

W
O
W

But not entirely unexpected. 

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Degnan, Michael H. EOP/CEQ"
< >
Date: December 30, 2015 at 4:18:45 PM
EST
To: Nicole Buffa
<nicole buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: Leslie Jones
<Leslie.Jones@osec.usda.gov>
Subject: Re: call on January 7th?

I just got a call from Eric Descheenie (co-
chair of the tribal coalition) who said that the
coalition just met for several hours and
decided to issue a statement tomorrow
morning announcing that they are walking
away from the Public Lands Initiative. They
were told from Bishop and Chaffetz's staff
that they would receive legislative language
to review by today, Dec 30, but that hasn't

(b)(6)- Michael Degnan



come to pass. They also don't believe they
have gotten a substantive response to their
proposal. They will explain those points and
other concerns they have had in the
statement.

Just sharing as fyi.

 Original Message
From: Nicole Buffa
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:57
PM
To: Degnan, Michael H. EOP/CEQ
Cc: Gisella Ojeda-dodds; Rogers, Alexandra
S. EOP/CEQ (Intern); Leslie Jones
Subject: Re: call on January 7th?

Alex - Can you please work with Gisella to
find dates that work for
all of us? Thanks!

On Dec 29, 2015, at 4:55 PM,
Degnan, Michael H. EOP/CEQ

wrote:

Hey Natasha - good to hear from
you, and hope you had a great
holiday too.

That date should work for me.
I'm adding Alex who can help
confirm a time on my end. I'm
also adding Leslie Jones from
USDA, who should join any of
these intertribal coalition calls
about your Bears Ears proposal.

Thanks,

Michael

(b)(6)- Michael Degnan



From: Natasha K. Hale

Sent: Tuesday, December 29,
2015 3:18 PM

To: Buffa, Nicole; Degnan,
Michael H. EOP/CEQ

Cc: Gisella Ojeda-dodds

Subject: call on January 7th?

Good afternoon Nikki and
Michael,

Happy Holidays!  I hope you
enjoyed some much needed time
off with family and loved ones,
and were able to re-center and
re-energize yourselves.  The
snow is beautiful out here, and
makes me excited about harvest
next year, and hopefully pinions.

The Coalition would like to get on
a call with you on January 7th. 
Do you have any time blocks
available that day?

Thanks,

N

cell:  505-906-8303

Natasha Kaye Hale

2601 N. Fort Valley Road |
Flagstaff, AZ 86001

Office: (928) 774-



Conversation Contents
interesting

"Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Mon Nov 30 2015 14:19:23 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: interesting

http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/3234452-155/op-ed-bishop-is-wrong-utahs-native

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior
202-219-3861
nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov

"Beaudreau, Tommy" <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Beaudreau, Tommy" <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Mon Nov 30 2015 14:23:49 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: "Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: interesting

This is great

On Mon, Nov 30, 2015 at 4:19 PM, Buffa, Nicole <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/3234452-155/op-ed-bishop-is-wrong-utahs-native

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior
202-219-3861
nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov



Conversation Contents
Fwd: Daily News Clips

"Roberts, Lawrence" <lawrence_roberts@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Roberts, Lawrence" <lawrence_roberts@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Mon Nov 30 2015 11:02:07 GMT-0700 (MST)

To:
Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>, Neil
Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>, Nicole Buffa
<nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>, Elizabeth Klein
<elizabeth_klein@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Daily News Clips

FYI - forwarding op-ed on Bears Ears.

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Mailbox, AS-IA_OPA <as-ia_opa@bia.gov>
Date: Mon, Nov 30, 2015 at 12:48 PM
Subject: Daily News Clips
To: Ann Bledsoe Downes <ann.bledsoedownes@bia.gov>, "charles.roessell@bie.edu"
<charles.roessel@bie.edu>, Elizabeth Appel <elizabeth.appel@bia.gov>, Kathryn Isom-
Clause <Kathryn_Isom-Clause@ios.doi.gov>, "Washburn, Kevin"
<Kevin.Washburn@bia.gov>, "Roberts, Lawrence S." <Lawrence_Roberts@ios.doi.gov>,
"Black, Michael" <Mike.Black@bia.gov>, Phillip Brinkley <phillip.brinkley@bia.gov>,
Rellani Ogumoro <rellani.ogumoro@bia.gov>, Sarah Walters
<sarah_walters@ios.doi.gov>, Teddi Penland <teddi.penland@bia.gov>, "Thompson,
Thomas D" <Thomas.Thompson@bia.gov>, undisclosed recipient
<nedra.darling@bia.gov>, undisclosed recipient <sharee.freeman@bia.gov>, undisclosed
recipient <robin.shield@bia.gov>, ur <gary.garrison@bia.gov>, ur
<sarah.beccio@bia.gov>

Daily News Clips

 

HOT TOPICS

 

Indigenous peoples release joint statement to UN talks in Paris on climate change (native news



online)

Op-ed: Bishop is wrong, Utah’s Native Americans want Bears Ears protected (salt lake tribune)

 

INDIAN LEGISLATIVE/JUSTICE & PUBLIC SAFETY ISSUES

 

Supreme Court justice blocks Native Hawaiian vote count (washington post)

A Dark piece in America’s subconscious: Native children in the child welfare system (native news
online)

Struggle for justice on Tribal lands (ny times)

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN INDIAN COUNTRY

 

USDA seeds grassroots economic development in New Mexico (ICTMN)

Judge’s casino ruling to be appealed by Martha’s Vineyard tribe (roundhouse talk)

 

 

HEALTH & EDUCATION IN INDIAN COUNTRY

 

$1M to boost American Indian nutrition research (Minnesota daily)

For many Native American communities, marriage equality is still forbidden (lgbtq nation)

Federal involvement doesn’t help schools (tyler morning telegraph)

 

LEADERSHIP & TRIBAL POLITICS

 

MISCELLANEOUS

 

New Indian Deal (national archives)



-- 
Office of Public Affairs - Indian Affairs
Office of the Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C St., N.W., MS-3658-MIB
Washington, D.C. 20240
Main Phone: 202-208-3710
Press Line: 202-219-4152
as-ia_opa@bia.gov 

-- 
Lawrence S. Roberts
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs
Main number 202-208-7163
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UT

"Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Oct 28 2015 15:47:17 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>, Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>
Subject: UT

http://www.navajonationcouncil.org/pressReleases/2015/Oct/Council_members_address_misinformation_regarding_Bears_Ears_initiative.pdf

“Seemingly false statements are being made to the media that the Bears Ears proposal is not supported by local chapters and local people,”
said Delegate Filfred. “This is not accurate. There has been, and continues to be, support from six of seven Utah chapters and the
overwhelming support of local Navajo people for the Bears Ears proposal.” 

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior
202-219-3861
nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov



 0     

Conversation Contents
Updated AP: Tribes outline proposal for national monument in Utah

"Beyer, Emily" <emily_beyer@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Beyer, Emily" <emily_beyer@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thu Oct 15 2015 16:01:03 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Duran, Leah" <leah_duran@ios.doi.gov>

CC:

"Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>, "Beaudreau, Tommy"
<tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>, "Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>, "Anderson,
James" <jeanderson@blm.gov>, Kevin Thompson <kevin_thompson@ios.doi.gov>, Blake
Androff <Blake_Androff@ios.doi.gov>, Maureen Foster <maureen_foster@nps.gov>, Sarah
Walters <sarah_walters@ios.doi.gov>, "interior_press@ios.doi.gov"
<interior_press@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Updated AP: Tribes outline proposal for national monument in Utah

http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Tribes-outline-proposal-for-national-monument-in-6573003.php

Tribes outline proposal for national
monument in Utah
Felicia Fonseca, Associated Press  Updated 2:17 pm, Thursday, October 15, 2015

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. (AP) — Tribal leaders in the Southwest outlined a

proposal Thursday to designate a section of southeastern Utah as a national

monument, seeking to become partners with the federal government in

managing their ancestral homeland.

The proposed Bears Ears National Monument is named for twin buttes that

overlook Cedar Mesa. The 1.9 million-acre area would be bordered to the

south by the Navajo Nation and to the west by Glen Canyon National

Recreation Area and Canyonlands National Park. The Manti-La Sal National

Forest would make up part of the eastern boundary.

American Indian and conservation groups say the area is under constant

threat by looting of cultural objects, off-road vehicle use and destruction of

gravesites — affronts to tribes' ancestors, they say, and impediments to communities' ability to heal. A handful of tribes

submitted a proposal to President Barack Obama's administration asking that he use his power under the Antiquities Act to

proclaim the area a national monument and honor the tribes' inherent connection with the land.

"It is not a matter of romanticism or political correctness," the proposal reads. "Native people always have, and we do now,

conceive of and relate to the natural world in a different way than does the larger society."

Republicans in Utah's congressional delegation have opposed the use of the Antiquities Act, saying it would undermine a

larger effort to resolve disputes over public lands in Utah. Eric Descheenie, co-chairman of the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal

Coalition, said the tribes' views on the land being a source of healing have been overlooked in that discussion.



"This is very much about our ability to heal, our ability to negotiate with these beings who live at the Bears Ears," he said.

"Those negotiations transpire in ceremonies and prayers that have been handed down from generation to generation

verbatim, consistent with creation stories."

In a statement Thursday, Sen. Orrin Hatch, and Reps. Rob Bishop and Jason Chaffetz said the coalition is an important voice

and they will consider the tribes' proposal and dozens of others in crafting a legislative package.

"While many Native Americans who live in Utah oppose the coalition's proposal, we welcome the input and

recommendations nonetheless," they said.

The Department of the Interior said it commends the tribes' efforts to formalize its proposal and is hopeful that it factors into

the congressional delegation's Public Lands Initiative. However, the agency said it doesn't want proposals to protect and

preserve areas that Americans treasure to fall by the wayside in Congress.

"If Congress does not act, we will continue to work with communities and tribes to ensure that their most historic and

cultural sites are protected for future generations," the agency said.

Under the tribes' proposal, the monument would be managed by an eight-member commission made up of representatives

from the Ute, Navajo, Hopi, Ute Mountain Ute and Zuni tribes, and three federal agencies. Popular recreation activities like

mountain biking, river running, climbing and responsible off-road vehicle use will continue but with better management that

will protect the natural resources, the tribes said.

The proposal bans mining, and oil and gas, or energy developments that don't have valid, existing rights.

San Juan County, Utah, Commissioner Rebecca Benally said she agrees that Cedar Mesa and the Bears Ears should be

protected. But, she said, designating them part of a national monument "is too restrictive."

On Thu, Oct 15, 2015 at 5:45 PM, Beyer, Emily <emily_beyer@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
NATIONAL MONUMENTS:
Tribes unveil proposal for Bears Ears designation
Dylan Brown, E&E reporter
Published: Thursday, October 15, 2015

Native American leaders from five Southwest tribes today announced their proposal for a national monument designation,
a plan they released with prayers.

In their own languages and in English, the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition urged President Obama to use the 1906
Antiquities Act to designate 1.9 million acres of federal lands in southwestern Utah as the Bears Ears National Monument.

But prayers have to be walked, not just talked, Regina Lopez-Whiteskunk said.

"We are who we are because of our ancestors, because of the prayers, because of all that the land provides for us," said
Lopez-Whiteskunk, a council member for Ute Mountain Ute Tribe, one of the tribes in the coalition along with the Navajo,
Hopi, Ute Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray Reservation, and Zuni Pueblo.

The group debuted its proposal at the National Press Club today in Washington, D.C., as promised during a meeting with
Obama administration officials in July.

Coalition Co-chairman Eric Descheenie, special adviser to Navajo Nation President Russell Begaye, called the proposal
"unprecedented," arguing the spiritual connection to the plateaus and surrounding deserts of Bear Ears cannot be
overstated.

Citing an "indigenous truth" not always heard on Capitol Hill, Descheenie emphasized the healing power of the land that
has sustained tribal peoples since time immemorial and described the area as irreplaceable territory under siege from
looters, collectors, energy development and off-road vehicles.

"All of these unfortunate acts, terrible acts, whether intentional or not, are devastating to our ability to heal," Descheenie







Summary

The Bears Ears Inter-Tribal
Coalition was in Washington, D.C.,
Thursday to push for establishing a
new na ional monument in Utah, a
move being resisted by Utah
congressmen who say a public
lands initiative process should be
allowed to play out.

The two prominent buttes
called the Bears Ears as
viewed from Natural
Bridges National
Monument in Lake Powell,
Utah

Shutterstock

Enlarge photo»

SALT LAKE CITY — Leaders of the Bears Ears Inter-
Tribal Coalition are holding a press conference
Thursday to renew their push for a new monument
designation in Utah protecting nearly two million acres.

The coalition reportedly has also met with top officials
with the U.S. Department of Interior and
representatives of the White House.

Tribal representatives who plan to detail their position
on a new monument designation for Utah include Eric
Descheenie, co-chair of the Inter-Tribal Coalition and
Special Advisor to President and Vice President of the
Navajo Nation Alfred Lomahquahu, co-chair of the
Inter-Tribal Coalition and vice chairman at the Hopi
Tribe Phillip Vicenti, head councilman of Pueblo of Zuni
Tribal Council Regina Lopez-Whiteskunk and multiple
leaders of the Ute tribe.

The majority of the Utah's Congressional delegation —
Sens. Mike Lee, Orrin Hatch and Rep. Rob Bishop
issued a statement in reaction to the scheduled press
conference.

"The Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition is an important
stakeholder in the Public Lands Initiative. The Coalition
represents many Native American voices that have an
interest in how lands in San Juan County are managed.
While many Native Americans who live in Utah oppose
the Coalition's proposal, we welcome the input and
recommendations nonetheless. Our offices have now
received over 65 detailed proposals from various
stakeholder groups regarding land management in
eastern Utah. We remain committed to reviewing each
proposal and producing a final PLI bill that is balanced
and broadly supported."

The designation for 1.9 million acres would have far-
reaching impacts for an area of southeastern Utah that
is already dominated by federal land ownership,
according to San Juan County leaders.

County commissioner Bruce Adams has said Utah
Navajo members of multiple chapters have signed off on
the San Juan component of Public Lands Initiative
process, which includes protecting about 1,000-acres



around the Bears Ears geological feature. Tribes
consider the area sacred.

Adams said creating a conservation area for Bears Ears
would allow traditional Native American uses to
continue, such as gathering firewood and access by
motor vehicle — land uses that would be prohibited
under a monument designation.

Bishop, who is chairman of the U.S. House Committee
on Natural Resources has been shepherding the Public
Lands Initiative process for the last three years. It
involves land planning for an estimated 18 million acres
in as many as eight of the state's eastern counties. Some
of that land use possibly includes wilderness
designations for millions of acres, as well as "energy"
zones and a recognition of high-value recreation areas.

Players at the table include conservation groups, county
commissioners, environmental advocates, the oil and
gas industry, tribes, the Utah Farm Bureau, and
recreation interests, among others.

Bishop, who became chairman of the U.S. House
Committee on Natural Resources, said any monument
designation would derail efforts made so far.

Interior Secretary Sally Jewell has emphasized any
monument designation would not be made under a
cloak of secrecy.

Email: amyjoi@deseretnews.com

Twitter: amyjoi16

On Thu, Oct 15, 2015 at 11:05 AM, Beyer, Emily <emily beyer@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Cool beans. We'll assume this is final. Thanks, all. 

On Thu, Oct 15, 2015 at 10:56 AM, Beaudreau, Tommy <tommy beaudreau@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
It's not exactly what I'd prefer, but I think it's ok.

On Thu, Oct 15, 2015 at 10:33 AM, Beyer, Emily <emily beyer@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Hey all,

CEQ came back with additional edits this morning. Below is the final that I'm tracking, with the latest
tweaks highlighted. Are we comfortable with this?

Attributable to a spokesperson for the U.S. Department of the Interior:

The Department of the Interior commends the proactive steps this historic Coalition of five Tribal nations 
has taken to formalize their proposal for conservation and collaborative co-management of the Bears 
Ears area. The Department applauds the discussion the Tribal leaders have sought with relevant 
Members of Congress to seek legislative support for their conservation vision.

We hope Congressmen Bishop and Chaffetz will take the Tribes’ thoughts under advisement as they 
finalize their Public Lands Initiative for Utah, and we look forward to seeing that legislative proposal soon. 
However, Secretary Jewell has said that the protection of important places Americans hold sacred and 
love should not fall victim to Congressional gridlock, and if Congress does not act, we will continue to 
work with communities and tribes to ensure that their most important historic and cultural sites are 
protected for future generations.

We look forward to continued discussion and collaboration with the Coalition of Tribal nations, Members 
of Congress, and all interested parties on the conservation vision to protect culturally and ecologically 



important public land in the greater four corners region. This Administration is committed to upholding our 
trust and treaty responsibilities to tribes, and engaging in a meaningful government-to-government 
dialogue on this issue and many other issues important to Indian country.

On Background:

In July, Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs Kevin Washburn joined a meeting of regional tribes in 
San Juan County, Utah. 

Washburn attended the event at the invitation of the tribes to engage in government-to-government 
dialogue on conservation priorities for the tribes in the greater four corners region. 

Washburn was also joined by U.S. Department of Agriculture Deputy Under Secretary for Natural 
Resources & Environment Butch Blazer, National Park Service Director Jon Jarvis, and Bureau of 
Land Management Deputy Director Steve Ellis. 

The meeting was part of the Administration's ongoing commitment to engaging in meaningful 
government-to-government dialogue on issues of importance to Indian country.

###

On Wed, Oct 14, 2015 at 4:00 PM, Beaudreau, Tommy <tommy beaudreau@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Sorry - one last edit.  I would make the last sentence of the second paragraph read, "Secretary Jewell 
has said that the protection of important places Americans hold sacred and love should not fall victim 
to Congressional gridlock." 

On Wed, Oct 14, 2015 at 3:54 PM, Buffa, Nicole <nicole buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
One more edit from this hallway and one additional background bullet below. Thanks again!:

Attributable to a spokesperson for the U.S. Department of the Interior:

The Department of the Interior commends the proactive step this historic Coalition of five Tribal 
nations has taken to formalize their proposal for conservation and collaborative co-management of 
the Bears Ears area.  The Department applauds the discussion the Tribal leaders have sought with 
relevant Members of Congress to seek legislative support for their conservation vision.

We hope Congressmen Bishop and Chaffetz will take the Tribes' thoughts under advisement as they 
finalize their Public Lands Initiative for Utah, and we look forward to seeing that legislative proposal 
soon. However, Secretary Jewell has also said the protection of important places Americans hold 
sacred and love should not fall victim to Congressional gridlock. 

We look forward to continued discussion and collaboration with the Coalition of Tribal nations, 
Members of Congress, and all interested parties on the conservation vision for the greater four 
corners region. This Administration is committed to upholding our trust and treaty responsibilities to 
tribes, and engaging in a meaningful government-to-government dialogue on this issue and many 
other issues important to Indian country.

On background:

At last year's Tribal Nations Conference, President Obama committed to work with Tribal
nations to protect their natural resources, restore tribal homelands, and to ensure sacred lands
were protected for future generations.  (https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-
office/2014/12/03/remarks-president-tribal-nations-conference)

 

On Wed, Oct 14, 2015 at 3:36 PM, Buffa, Nicole <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Looks great. Just a few edits to emphasize that this is a coalition of tribal leaders (not our typical
coalition of NGOs and other stakeholders):



Attributable to a spokesperson for the U.S. Department of the Interior:

The Department of the Interior commends the proactive step this historic Coalition of five Tribal 
nations has taken to formalize their proposal for conservation and collaborative co-management 
of the Bears Ears area.  The Department applauds the discussion the Tribal leaders have sought 
with relevant Members of Congress to seek legislative support for their conservation vision.

We hope Congressmen Bishop and Chaffetz will take the Tribes' thoughts under advisement as 
they finalize their Public Lands Initiative for Utah, and we look forward to seeing that legislative 
proposal soon. However, Secretary Jewell has also said Congressional gridlock is not an excuse 
for failing to protect the important places Americans love. 

We look forward to continued discussion and collaboration with the Coalition of Tribal nations, 
Members of Congress, and all interested parties on the conservation vision for the greater four 
corners region. This Administration is committed to upholding our trust and treaty responsibilities 
to tribes, and engaging in a meaningful government-to-government dialogue on this issue and 
many other issues important to Indian country.

On Wed, Oct 14, 2015 at 3:26 PM, Beyer, Emily <emily_beyer@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
New statement below:

Attributable to a spokesperson for the U.S. Department of the Interior:

The Department of the Interior commends the proactive steps the Coalition is taking to 
formalize their proposal for conservation and collaborative co-management of the Bears Ears 
area, and applauds the discussion they’ve sought with relevant Members of Congress to seek 
legislative support for their conservation vision.

We hope Congressmen Bishop and Chaffetz will take their thoughts under advisement as they 
finalize their Public Lands Initiative for Utah, and we look forward to seeing that proposal soon. 
However, Secretary Jewell has also said Congressional gridlock is not an excuse for failing to 
protect the important places Americans love. 

We look forward to continued discussion and collaboration with the Coalition, Members of 
Congress, and all interested parties on the conservation vision for the greater four corners 
region. This Administration is committed to upholding our trust and treaty responsibilities to 
tribes, and engaging in a meaningful government-to-government dialogue on many issues 
important to Indian country.

On Background:

In July, Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs Kevin Washburn joined a meeting of regional 
tribes in San Juan County, Utah. 

Washburn attended the event at the invitation of the tribes to engage in government-to-
government dialogue on conservation priorities for the tribes in the greater four corners 
region. 

Washburn was also joined by U.S. Department of Agriculture Deputy Under Secretary for 
Natural Resources & Environment Butch Blazer, National Park Service Director Jon 
Jarvis, and Bureau of Land Management Deputy Director Steve Ellis. 

The meeting was part of the Administration's ongoing commitment to engaging in 
meaningful government-to-government dialogue on issues of importance to Indian 
country.

###

On Wed, Oct 14, 2015 at 2:35 PM, Kershaw, Jessica <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov> wrote:



Now that OCO is operating with full info here, EB is going to update our proposed statement
and recirculate.

On Wed, Oct 14, 2015 at 2:30 PM, Anderson, James <jeanderson@blm.gov> wrote:
So I defer to Nikki and you all on this, but some ideas below...

Secretary Jewell has consistently said that she is open to working with anyone seeking
balanced solutions to conservation issues in the west. The Secretary has also been clear
that she prefers legislative solutions to conservation challenges. In that spirit she continues
to look forward to seeing Congressman Bishop’s public lands initiative in Utah. But the
Secretary has also said that Congressional gridlock is not an excuse for failing to protect
the important places Americans love.

The Department of the Interior commends the proactive steps the Coalition is taking to
formalize their proposal for conservation and collaborative co-management of the Bears
Ears area. We look forward to continuing to work with Congressman Bishop and the
Coalition to find a solution that protects the resources that are important to the Tribes and
to Americans around the county.

On Wed, Oct 14, 2015 at 1:58 PM, Buffa, Nicole <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Yep. I'm not sure OCO has all the info it needs. Who should I call?

On Wed, Oct 14, 2015 at 1:53 PM, Jessica Kershaw <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

OCO has this but I guess I want to know why we think this is part of that. NB - can you
call us? 

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 14, 2015, at 1:48 PM, Buffa, Nicole <nicole buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

I think we need to say something about the bishop process. Can someone
please circulate the last if asked we did on the PLI? I can find it when back
at my desk. 

On Wednesday, October 14, 2015, Beyer, Emily
<emily_beyer@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Hey all,

Below is a draft statement and some background for this group's
review. 

Please let me know by 2pm if you have any concerns. 

Thanks,

Emily

Attributable to a spokesperson for the U.S. Department of the 
Interior:

The Department of the Interior commends the proactive steps the 
Coalition is taking to formalize their proposal for conservation and 
collaborative co-management of the Bears Ears area. This 
Administration is committed to upholding our trust and treaty 
responsibilities to tribes, and engaging in a meaningful government-to-
government dialogue on many issues important to Indian country. We 
look forward to continued discussion and collaboration with the Coalition 
and all interested parties on the conservation vision for the greater four 
corners region.

On Background:

In July, Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs Kevin Washburn 
joined a meeting of regional tribes in San Juan County, Utah. 



Washburn attended the event at the invitation of the tribes to 
engage in government-to-government dialogue on conservation 
priorities for the tribes in the greater four corners region. 

Washburn was also joined by U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Deputy Under Secretary for Natural Resources & Environment 
Butch Blazer, National Park Service Director Jon Jarvis, and 
Bureau of Land Management Deputy Director Steve Ellis. 

The meeting was part of the Administration's ongoing commitment 
to engaging in meaningful government-to-government dialogue on 
issues of importance to Indian country.

###

On Wed, Oct 14, 2015 at 10:06 AM, Anderson, James
<<a>jeanderson@blm.gov> wrote:

Works for me. For reference, the prep materials for the trip are here:
https://docs.google.com/a/blm.gov/document/d/1m3t-
1jn2 lKyXJozbDz6M-CItHc5b82tudZ2oX9opFE/edit?
usp=docslist api.

On Oct 14, 2015 6:20 AM, "Buffa, Nicole"
<<a>nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Sounds great to me.

On Wed, Oct 14, 2015 at 9:05 AM, Kershaw, Jessica
<<a>jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

I thought we had agreed this was in OCO's court - and I think it
should stay here. We can circulate this; we just haven't yet.

On Wed, Oct 14, 2015 at 8:59 AM, Buffa, Nicole
<<a>nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Team - We need to craft an if asked statement for the release
of this document tomorrow. I'll circulate the materials for the
public meeting as a starting point. 

Jamey - can you do that on the road of should we ask NPS to
take a crack? 

TRIBES PUSH FOR BEARS EARS NATIONAL
MONUMENT. The Indian Country Today Media Network (10/5,
32K) reports that “five Four Corners-area tribes have united to
propose a 1.9 million–acre Bears Ears National Monument
that would be the first truly collaborative land management
effort between Native Americans and the federal government.”
According to the article, “the Coalition is minting a blueprint for
a degree of co-management that has never been tried before.”
The plan “embodies true government-to-government relations
and truly collaborative decision-making on all aspects of
running a protected mass of land.”

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior<br>202-219-3861
nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov









conservation and collaborative co-management of the Bears Ears area.  
The Department applauds the discussion the Tribal leaders have sought 
with relevant Members of Congress to seek legislative support for their 
conservation vision.

We hope Congressmen Bishop and Chaffetz will take the Tribes' thoughts 
under advisement as they finalize their Public Lands Initiative for Utah, and 
we look forward to seeing that legislative proposal soon. However, 
Secretary Jewell has also said Congressional gridlock is not an excuse for 
failing to protect the important places Americans love. 

We look forward to continued discussion and collaboration with the 
Coalition of Tribal nations, Members of Congress, and all interested parties 
on the conservation vision for the greater four corners region. This 
Administration is committed to upholding our trust and treaty 
responsibilities to tribes, and engaging in a meaningful government-to-
government dialogue on this issue and many other issues important to 
Indian country.

On Wed, Oct 14, 2015 at 3:26 PM, Beyer, Emily
<emily_beyer@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

New statement below:

Attributable to a spokesperson for the U.S. Department of the 
Interior:

The Department of the Interior commends the proactive steps the 
Coalition is taking to formalize their proposal for conservation and 
collaborative co-management of the Bears Ears area, and applauds the 
discussion they’ve sought with relevant Members of Congress to seek 
legislative support for their conservation vision.

We hope Congressmen Bishop and Chaffetz will take their thoughts 
under advisement as they finalize their Public Lands Initiative for Utah, 
and we look forward to seeing that proposal soon. However, Secretary 
Jewell has also said Congressional gridlock is not an excuse for failing to 
protect the important places Americans love. 

We look forward to continued discussion and collaboration with the 
Coalition, Members of Congress, and all interested parties on the 
conservation vision for the greater four corners region. This 
Administration is committed to upholding our trust and treaty 
responsibilities to tribes, and engaging in a meaningful government-to-









On Wed, Oct 14, 2015 at 9:05 AM, Kershaw,
Jessica <<a>jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

I thought we had agreed this was in
OCO's court - and I think it should stay
here. We can circulate this; we just
haven't yet.

On Wed, Oct 14, 2015 at 8:59 AM, Buffa,
Nicole <<a>nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

Team - We need to craft an if asked
statement for the release of this
document tomorrow. I'll circulate the
materials for the public meeting as a
starting point. 

Jamey - can you do that on the road of
should we ask NPS to take a crack? 

TRIBES PUSH FOR BEARS EARS
NATIONAL MONUMENT. The Indian
Country Today Media Network (10/5,
32K) reports that “five Four Corners-
area tribes have united to propose a 1.9
million–acre Bears Ears National
Monument that would be the first truly
collaborative land management effort
between Native Americans and the
federal government.” According to the
article, “the Coalition is minting a
blueprint for a degree of co-
management that has never been tried
before.” The plan “embodies true
government-to-government relations
and truly collaborative decision-making
on all aspects of running a protected
mass of land.”

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior<br>202-
219-3861
nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov





advisement as they finalize their Public Lands Initiative for Utah, and we look forward to
seeing that legislative proposal soon. However, Secretary Jewell has said that the
protection of important places Americans hold sacred and love should not fall victim to
Congressional gridlock, and if Congress does not act, we will consider other ways to
respond to community and Tribal requests.

 

We look forward to continued discussion and collaboration with the Coalition of Tribal
nations, Members of Congress, and all interested parties to protect culturally and
ecologically important public land in the greater four corners region. This Administration is
committed to upholding our trust and treaty responsibilities to tribes, and engaging in a
meaningful government-to-government dialogue on this issue and many other issues
important to Indian country.

 

On Background:

 

·         In July, Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs Kevin Washburn joined a meeting
of regional tribes in San Juan County, Utah.

 

·         Washburn attended the event at the invitation of the tribes to engage in
government-to-government dialogue on conservation priorities for the tribes in the
greater four corners region.

 

·         Washburn was also joined by U.S. Department of Agriculture Deputy Under
Secretary for Natural Resources & Environment Butch Blazer, National Park
Service Director Jon Jarvis, and Bureau of Land Management Deputy Director
Steve Ellis.

 

·         The meeting was part of the Administration's ongoing commitment to engaging
in meaningful government-to-government dialogue on issues of importance to
Indian country.

###

 

 

From: Kershaw, Jessica [mailto:jessica kershaw@ios.doi.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2015 6:25 PM
To: Buffa, Nicole



Cc: Beyer, Emily; Leslie Jones; Degnan, Michael; Nielsen, Noreen; Benenati, Frank; Blake
Androff; Glasgow, David - OC
Subject: Re: If-asked statement on Bears Ears

 

Plus Glasgow at USDA as well. 

 

On Wed, Oct 14, 2015 at 5:45 PM, Buffa, Nicole <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

+ USDA as a fyi and Degnan.

 

On Wed, Oct 14, 2015 at 5:42 PM, Beyer, Emily <emily_beyer@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Hi all,

 

We've prepared the following statement and background to have on hand tomorrow
in the event we get any incoming on Bears Ears. 

 

Let us know if you have any thoughts or concerns. If it's helpful, we can keep you
posted on who reaches out to us. 

 

Thanks,

 

Emily

 

Attributable to a spokesperson for the U.S. Department of the Interior:

 

The Department of the Interior commends the proactive steps this historic Coalition of
five Tribal nations has taken to formalize their proposal for conservation and
collaborative co-management of the Bears Ears area. The Department applauds the
discussion the Tribal leaders have sought with relevant Members of Congress to
seek legislative support for their conservation vision.

 

We hope Congressmen Bishop and Chaffetz will take the Tribes’ thoughts under
advisement as they finalize their Public Lands Initiative for Utah, and we look forward



to seeing that legislative proposal soon. Secretary Jewell has said that the protection
of important places Americans hold sacred and love should not fall victim to
Congressional gridlock.

 

We look forward to continued discussion and collaboration with the Coalition of Tribal
nations, Members of Congress, and all interested parties on the conservation vision
for the greater four corners region. This Administration is committed to upholding our
trust and treaty responsibilities to tribes, and engaging in a meaningful government-
to-government dialogue on this issue and many other issues important to Indian
country.

 

On Background:

 

·         In July, Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs Kevin Washburn joined a
meeting of regional tribes in San Juan County, Utah.

 

·         Washburn attended the event at the invitation of the tribes to engage in
government-to-government dialogue on conservation priorities for the tribes in
the greater four corners region.

 

·         Washburn was also joined by U.S. Department of Agriculture Deputy
Under Secretary for Natural Resources & Environment Butch Blazer, National
Park Service Director Jon Jarvis, and Bureau of Land Management Deputy
Director Steve Ellis.

 

·         The meeting was part of the Administration's ongoing commitment to
engaging in meaningful government-to-government dialogue on issues of
importance to Indian country.

###

 

--

Emily Beyer
Deputy Press Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
Office: (202) 208-5205 | Cell: (202) 568-0168
emily beyer@ios.doi.gov



Jessica Kershaw

Senior Adviser & Press Secretary

U.S. Dept of the Interior

@DOIPressSec

202-208-6416

 

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior
202-219-3861
nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov

Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

From: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thu Oct 15 2015 06:19:58 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

CC:
"Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>,
"Beyer, Emily" <emily_beyer@ios.doi.gov>, Blake Androff
<blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: If-asked statement on Bears Ears

That's fine. And if pressed we can say that executive action to protect important places is
always on the table. 

TPB

On Oct 15, 2015, at 8:17 AM, Buffa, Nicole <nicole buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Degnan knows we will not be taking his edits to the second paragraph. He's
fine but may add the sentiment to their if asked statement, which is fine by
me. 

On Wednesday, October 14, 2015, Degnan, Michael



> wrote:

Thanks, Jessica and all.  Looks good.  I have a few suggested edits highlighted
below.

 

Attributable to a spokesperson for the U.S. Department of the Interior:

 

The Department of the Interior commends the proactive steps this historic
Coalition of five Tribal nations has taken to formalize their proposal for
conservation and collaborative co-management of the Bears Ears area. The
Department applauds the discussion the Tribal leaders have sought with
relevant Members of Congress to seek legislative support for their
conservation vision.

 

We hope Congressmen Bishop and Chaffetz will take the Tribes’ thoughts
under advisement as they finalize their Public Lands Initiative for Utah, and
we look forward to seeing that legislative proposal soon. However,
Secretary Jewell has said that the protection of important places Americans
hold sacred and love should not fall victim to Congressional gridlock, and if
Congress does not act, we will consider other ways to respond to
community and Tribal requests.

 

We look forward to continued discussion and collaboration with the Coalition
of Tribal nations, Members of Congress, and all interested parties to protect
culturally and ecologically important public land in the greater four corners
region. This Administration is committed to upholding our trust and treaty
responsibilities to tribes, and engaging in a meaningful government-to-
government dialogue on this issue and many other issues important to
Indian country.

 

On Background:

 

·         In July, Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs Kevin Washburn
joined a meeting of regional tribes in San Juan County, Utah.

 

·         Washburn attended the event at the invitation of the tribes to
engage in government-to-government dialogue on conservation
priorities for the tribes in the greater four corners region.

(b)(6)- Michael Degnan



 

·         Washburn was also joined by U.S. Department of Agriculture
Deputy Under Secretary for Natural Resources & Environment Butch
Blazer, National Park Service Director Jon Jarvis, and Bureau of
Land Management Deputy Director Steve Ellis.

 

·         The meeting was part of the Administration's ongoing
commitment to engaging in meaningful government-to-government
dialogue on issues of importance to Indian country.

###

 

 

From: Kershaw, Jessica [mailto:jessica kershaw@ios.doi.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2015 6:25 PM
To: Buffa, Nicole
Cc: Beyer, Emily; Leslie Jones; Degnan, Michael; Nielsen, Noreen; Benenati,
Frank; Blake Androff; Glasgow, David - OC
Subject: Re: If-asked statement on Bears Ears

 

Plus Glasgow at USDA as well. 

 

On Wed, Oct 14, 2015 at 5:45 PM, Buffa, Nicole
<nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

+ USDA as a fyi and Degnan.

 

On Wed, Oct 14, 2015 at 5:42 PM, Beyer, Emily
<emily_beyer@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Hi all,

 

We've prepared the following statement and background to have on
hand tomorrow in the event we get any incoming on Bears Ears. 

 

Let us know if you have any thoughts or concerns. If it's helpful, we can
keep you posted on who reaches out to us. 



 

Thanks,

 

Emily

 

Attributable to a spokesperson for the U.S. Department of the
Interior:

 

The Department of the Interior commends the proactive steps this
historic Coalition of five Tribal nations has taken to formalize their
proposal for conservation and collaborative co-management of the
Bears Ears area. The Department applauds the discussion the Tribal
leaders have sought with relevant Members of Congress to seek
legislative support for their conservation vision.

 

We hope Congressmen Bishop and Chaffetz will take the Tribes’
thoughts under advisement as they finalize their Public Lands Initiative
for Utah, and we look forward to seeing that legislative proposal soon.
Secretary Jewell has said that the protection of important places
Americans hold sacred and love should not fall victim to Congressional
gridlock.

 

We look forward to continued discussion and collaboration with the
Coalition of Tribal nations, Members of Congress, and all interested
parties on the conservation vision for the greater four corners region.
This Administration is committed to upholding our trust and treaty
responsibilities to tribes, and engaging in a meaningful government-to-
government dialogue on this issue and many other issues important to
Indian country.

 

On Background:

 

·         In July, Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs Kevin Washburn
joined a meeting of regional tribes in San Juan County, Utah.

 

·         Washburn attended the event at the invitation of the tribes to



engage in government-to-government dialogue on conservation
priorities for the tribes in the greater four corners region.

 

·         Washburn was also joined by U.S. Department of Agriculture
Deputy Under Secretary for Natural Resources & Environment
Butch Blazer, National Park Service Director Jon Jarvis, and
Bureau of Land Management Deputy Director Steve Ellis.

 

·         The meeting was part of the Administration's ongoing
commitment to engaging in meaningful government-to-
government dialogue on issues of importance to Indian country.

###

 

--

Emily Beyer
Deputy Press Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
Office: (202) 208-5205 | Cell: (202) 568-0168
emily beyer@ios.doi.gov

 

--

Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior
202-219-3861
nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov

 

--

Jessica Kershaw

Senior Adviser & Press Secretary



U.S. Dept of the Interior

@DOIPressSec

202-208-6416

 

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior
202-219-3861
nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov



Conversation Contents
Fyi

Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Tue Oct 06 2015 06:07:33 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To:
Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>, Neil
Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>, Kevin Washburn
<Kevin.Washburn@bia.gov>, Jon Jarvis
<jon_jarvis@nps.gov>

Subject: Fyi

TRIBES PUSH FOR BEARS EARS NATIONAL MONUMENT. The Indian Country Today
Media Network (10/5, 32K) reports that “five Four Corners-area tribes have united to
propose a 1.9 million–acre Bears Ears National Monument that would be the first truly
collaborative land management effort between Native Americans and the federal
government.” According to the article, “the Coalition is minting a blueprint for a degree of
co-management that has never been tried before.” The plan “embodies true government-
to-government relations and truly collaborative decision-making on all aspects of running
a protected mass of land.”



Conversation Contents
icymi

"Kelly, Katherine" <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Kelly, Katherine" <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Sep 30 2015 08:45:28 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: Nikki Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>, Tommy Beaudreau
<tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: icymi

http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865637897/Dabakis-headed-to-DC-for-monument-
push.html?pg=all

Dabakis headed to D.C. for monument push
By Amy Joi O'Donoghue, Deseret News

Published: Tuesday, Sept. 29 2015 6:30 p.m. MDT

SALT LAKE CITY — Utah Sen. Jim Dabakis, D-Salt Lake City, said the "local"
process to garner land protections for areas like Bears Ears in southeastern
Utah is not working so he and a group of Democratic legislators are headed to
Washington, D.C., this week to encourage the Obama administration to use
executive authority to declare the area a national monument.

But Dabakis' trip flies in the face of a three-year Public Lands Initiative process
being shepherded by Reps. Rob Bishop and Jason Chaffetz, both R-Utah, that
includes a national park and a national monument.

That plan, yet to be formally proposed in legislative action, would also set aside
lands for designated wilderness, conservation, oil and gas extraction, and
consolidate areas under the School and Institutional Trust Lands
Administration.

San Juan County Commissioner Bruce Adams said the county's land-use plans
sets up protections for 1,000 acres around the immediate vicinity of the distinct
geologic features called Bears Ears. Under the Bishop proposal, it would be a
national conservation area.

But Dabakis attacked the effort Tuesday:



"If you leave it up to the local people, often you get a small group of people who
don't have the vision" to render adequate protections, he said. "We need to
change our mentality on how we look at the land."

Bishop has been hopeful of getting a draft bill released this month, but that has
not yet happened, leading Dabakis to assert the effort is failing.

"Rep. Bishop has been seeking local input for two years, but he has only been
talking to local county commissions," he said. "He has not been talking to the
tribes; he has not been talking to people along the Wasatch Front; he has not
been talking to the rest of America. He can't even make a deal with his own
local county commissions."

In August, the Native American coalition pushing for protections complained
that the San Juan County effort and Bishop's process was excluding them.

"Despite more than two years of dialogue with local stakeholders, we are
concerned that the Public Lands Initiative process and San Juan County have
thus failed to reach out to, consult and respond to feedback from tribes within
or outside of Utah," a letter from leaders of the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal
Coalition reads.

Adams said that is wrong.

"We put together a coalition of users who live in San Juan County who included
Navajo people. We had a number of meetings that we tried to come to
resolution over what the proposal should be. We included environmentalists
who live in San Juan County," he said. " We tried to include a broad cross-
section of people. We came up with a proposal that we understand does not
meet everybody’s wishes, but we felt like it met the majority."

Adams said that all seven chapters of the Navajo nation in Utah endorsed the
county's plan.

For his part, Bishop stressed earlier this month any monument designation
made in advance of his bill being released would be crass and arrogant.

"I would be surprised if this administration was so crass to do a monument
designation before we introduce a bill," he said. "It would be vindictive and
pure arrogance for them to make a monument designation right now."

He said building the coalition of supporters offers the best chance at balancing
environmental needs with tribal and resident concerns.

"We'll do it the right way in Utah," Bishop told the Deseret News last month.
"We're trying to provide certainty so that the counties, as well as businesses,
know what will be able to be expected in the future and the rules will not



change."

-- 

Kate Kelly
Senior Advisor
Department of the Interior
(202) 208 2409 
kate kelly@ios.doi.gov



Conversation Contents
Clip: 'Bears Ears’ latest battleground in Utah monument fight

"Duran, Leah" <leah_duran@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Duran, Leah" <leah_duran@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Aug 21 2015 12:21:26 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>

CC:

Nikki Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>, Tommy Beaudreau
<tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>, Blake Androff
<blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>, Kate Kelly <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>,
Kevin Thompson <kevin_thompson@ios.doi.gov>,
"interior_press@ios.doi.gov" <interior_press@ios.doi.gov>, John Blair
<john_blair@ios.doi.gov>, Terri Johnson
<terri_johnson@ios.doi.gov>, Francisco Carrillo
<francisco_carrillo@ios.doi.gov>, Stephenne Harding
<stephenne_harding@ios.doi.gov>, Janice Schneider
<janice_schneider@ios.doi.gov>, Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>,
Kevin Washburn <kevin.washburn@bia.gov>, James Anderson
<jeanderson@blm.gov>, Sarah Harris <sarah.harris@bia.gov>,
Maureen Foster <maureen_foster@nps.gov>, Jonathan Jarvis
<jon_jarvis@nps.gov>

Subject: Clip: 'Bears Ears’ latest battleground in Utah monument fight

'Bears Ears’ latest battleground in Utah monument fight
Phil Taylor, E&E reporter
Published: Friday, August 21, 2015

CEDAR MESA, Utah -- Two sandstone-capped buttes known as Bears Ears have witnessed the birth of
generations of American Indians, including a leader who fought the U.S. military's deportation of Navajos from
their land.

"I cry every time I come to that place," said Kenneth Maryboy, a Navajo with deep family ties here who has joined
numerous tribes in a push for federal protections of the area.

"For so many years, we really didn't participate in any land initiatives," Maryboy said. "It's time we reached out and
say, 'We've been here. This land is a part of us.'"

The heated debate over the size and strength of potential protections for this landscape of juniper forests and
sinuous canyons has reached a critical phase.



Comb Ridge, a towering spine of rock that forms the eastern boundary of Cedar Mesa, provided refuge for ancestral Puebloans and
was a formidable obstacle to Mormon settlers. Photo by Phil Taylor.

Republican lawmakers aim to roll out a bill covering both safeguards and development in the area soon, but
President Obama could upend those efforts by acting first using his executive powers.

The tribes, backed by conservation groups, archaeologists and outdoor retailer Patagonia, want either Congress
or Obama to declare 1.9 million acres of San Juan County off limits to mineral development and unfettered off-
highway vehicle use.

Their goal is to protect the region's dense array of tribal cliff dwellings, rock art, burial sites, pit houses and ancient
roads from heavy machinery, as well as looters and vandals. The safeguards also would maintain tribes' access to
firewood, medicinal plants and ceremonial sites.

The campaign has garnered attention from top Obama administration officials, stoking concern among Utah's
elected officials that the president might, with the stroke of a pen, declare the region a national monument.

Such a move could disrupt a major push by Utah Republican Reps. Rob Bishop and Jason Chaffetz to pass
legislation dividing up lands for wilderness, recreation and energy development from Navajo Nation north to the
Wyoming border, encompassing some 18 million acres of federal estate.

The lawmakers hope their Public Lands Initiative, which began in earnest in early 2013, will soon produce a
package that can satisfy the wishes of a broad spectrum of stakeholders. But the bill's rollout has already been
pushed back multiple times.

And the clock is starting to tick.

Obama has made clear the ink in his monument proclamation pen is not dry. The president last month designated
the 700,000-acre Basin and Range National Monument in southeastern Nevada, the largest of his tenure,
signaling a growing willingness to push the political envelope before leaving office in January 2017.

A Bears Ears monument would be more than twice the size of Basin and Range and would be Obama's first in a
solidly red state that strongly opposes federal control.

The Utah delegation, Gov. Gary Herbert (R) and San Juan are urging the administration to stand down, warning
that a prospective monument would compromise negotiations over a lands bill. Monument backers and Interior
Secretary Sally Jewell say they support the legislative process, too, but that presidential designations will remain
on the table until, and unless, Congress acts.

The threat of a presidential monument declaration in central Idaho prompted the Republican-controlled Congress
this month to pass a 275,000-acre wilderness bill instead -- a feat that had eluded its sponsor, Rep. Mike Simpson
(R-Idaho), for more a decade.

Yet crafting an 18-million-acre bill has been a byzantine task in a state whose lands are coveted by oil and gas



drillers, miners, all-terrain vehicle riders, rock climbers, and hikers.

Over the past month, tribes' bid to protect greater Cedar Mesa -- a proposal known as "Bears Ears" -- has
emerged as a major flashpoint in the debate.

'Sacred ground'

The proposal centers around the two buttes that rise more than 2,000 feet above the juniper-speckled mesa and
red rock canyons below.

The 19th-century Navajo leader Manuelito was born among the aspen, ponderosa and oak trees at Bears Ears.
He led Navajo warriors to resist the Long Walk of the Navajo in 1864, when the U.S. Army forced the tribe to
eastern New Mexico.

Maryboy, a former two-term Democratic commissioner in San Juan, said he hunted deer at Bears Ears with his
father, grandfather and uncle and feels his father's presence on those lands.

Wearing a camouflage jacket, arrowhead necklace and silver belt buckle etched with the Bears Ears campaign
logo, Maryboy discussed the tribal lands proposal last week over a steak dinner at a restaurant in Bluff, his
hometown.

The Navajo are part of a six-tribe group -- including Hopi, Ute Mountain Ute, Zuni Pueblo, Ute Tribe of the Uintah
and Ouray Reservation, and Cochiti Pueblo -- that formed last month as the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition.

The coalition is supported by conservation groups including the Conservation Lands Foundation, Grand Canyon
Trust, National Trust for Historic Preservation, Friends of Cedar Mesa and Utah Diné Bikéyah, a Navajo nonprofit.

The coalition wants 1.9 million acres surrounding Bears Ears protected as a national conservation area (NCA)
with a full mineral withdrawal, or, if necessary, as a national monument designated by the president. A total of 25
tribes have endorsed the plan.

Jonah Yellowman, sitting at Bears Ears. Photo by Phil Taylor.

Other conservation groups have quietly rallied around the Bears Ears proposal. The Wilderness Society in a
report last week named Bears Ears among six places in the West it feels are "too wild to drill" (Greenwire, Aug.
12).

Jonah Yellowman, a Navajo spiritual adviser at Utah Diné Bikéyah who lives on Navajo lands south of Cedar
Mesa, said the Bears Ears region offers spiritual refuge as well as material sustenance for tribes.

Juniper trees on the mesa offer firewood for Navajo, many of whom, like Yellowman, have no electricity. Juniper
greens are used as flavoring in blue corn mush, and the berry seeds can be used as necklaces, or ghost beads, to
prevent nightmares, he said. Plants including sage brush and Mormon tea are used for ceremonies and medicinal
purposes.



"This is like our grocery store," he said during a tour last week through the mesa.

Bears Ears is also an ancestral burial ground for Navajo and several other Southwest tribes.

"This is sacred ground," Yellowman said. "They [the ancestors] need to be protected. They need to be respected."

The 'W' word

San Juan commissioners earlier this month voted unanimously for a plan to protect nearly a million acres of the
county as national conservation areas or wilderness, while tagging other lands for expedited energy development.

The San Juan proposal, which is much smaller than what's envisioned by tribes and conservationists, was the last
of several county plans to be submitted for consideration in the Bishop-Chaffetz bill.

The county's plan calls for protecting just under a million acres, including a 558,000-acre national conservation
area around Cedar Mesa and a 145,000-acre NCA at Indian Creek, a popular climbing and camping designation
adjacent to the Needles district of Canyonlands National Park. It would designate 513,000 acres of wilderness.

It would zone other lands primarily for energy development -- which was historically a significant economic driver
in San Juan -- while releasing wilderness study areas into multiple use and securing access for motorized travel,
among other provisions.

Josh Ewing, executive director of Friends of Cedar Mesa, said the county plan is encouraging but would leave
significant cultural resources unprotected, including at Cottonwood Wash and Tank Mesa, Beef Basin and Ruin
Park, and Arch Canyon and upper Comb Ridge.

The tribal coalition said broader protections are needed to prevent new oil and gas leasing at Cedar Mesa and at
Hatch Point near Canyonlands, among other places.

Yet the proposal is a major step for a county historically averse to wilderness, Ewing said.

"Two years ago, if you'd ask if San Juan County would use the 'W' word ... most people would have laughed at
you," he said. "It's come a long ways."

Cultural treasures

While far apart in scope, both the county and tribal proposals aim to curb a more immediate threat of looting and
damage to the estimated 100,000 cultural sites that dot the Bears Ears landscape.

Interest in Four Corners artifacts arose in the late 19th century after items from Mesa Verde and southeast Utah
were put on display at the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago, said William Lipe, an archaeologist at
Washington State University.

This site was looted in 2012, according to Friends of Cedar Mesa. Such incidents have become more frequent in the last 18 months,



the group said. Photo courtesy of Josh Ewing.

Museums and collectors began excavating Cedar Mesa's caves to build up their artifact collections, he said. But
by the turn of the century, museums started curtailing the digs, recognizing the threats they posed. It led to
passage of the Antiquities Act of 1906, which required permits to excavate on public lands, Lipe said.

The law, incidentally, also gave the president sweeping powers to set aside lands for conservation.

Today, looting by rogue traders and collectors remains a "serious problem," Lipe said.

The Bureau of Land Management, which oversees most of the lands in the Bears Ears region, has four law
enforcement rangers in the region patrolling an average of 1 million acres each, said Megan Crandall, a
spokeswoman for the agency.

As a result of increased law enforcement patrols, BLM has documented 15 instances of theft or vandalism in the
Monticello Field Office and Cedar Mesa area in the past several years, Crandall said.

"Given the rich archaeological record throughout the Cedar Mesa area, it is likely that other instances have gone
unreported or remain unknown at this time," she said.

Most looting targets burial grounds, because that's where the most valuable items -- baskets, fabrics and whole
pots -- can be found. Human bones are often cast aside, a deep insult to tribes.

Looters are not the only threat. Rock art is damaged by graffiti, while other sites are threatened because they are
not obviously historic to the untrained eye. A 19th-century hogan, a Navajo home made of wood, was kicked down
by campers in 2012 to be used for firewood, according to the magazine Archaeology Southwest.

These threats would not be eliminated under an NCA or national monument. But such a designation could draw
more federal funding to the area to help with public education and interpretation, increased law enforcement
patrols, and better management of the area's increasing visitors.

Next steps

While most stakeholders support added protections for the Bears Ears region, the size and strictness of those
protections continue to be a sticking point.

It's one of many rifts Bishop and Chaffetz hope to resolve before introducing their bill.

Chaffetz's staff have toured Cedar Mesa with Utah Diné Bikéyah, and the congressman, whose district
encompasses San Juan, has hosted a meeting with Navajo Nation's new president, Russell Begaye, to discuss
public lands, among other things.

Chaffetz this Tuesday led a delegation including Utah state Sen. David Hinkins (R) and San Juan Commissioner
Rebecca Benally (D), a Navajo, to meet with Begaye in Flagstaff.

"The involvement of the Native American tribes in the Public Lands Initiative has been crucial," said Fred
Ferguson, Chaffetz's chief of staff who is helping lead the initiative. "They have a connection to the land, and they
want to be at the table. In previous land-planning efforts in Utah, they weren't at the table."

Yet the threat of a monument designation hovers over San Juan.

In mid-July, tribal officials hosted several Obama administration officials at a meeting at Bears Ears, including
Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs Kevin Washburn, National Park Service Director Jon Jarvis, BLM Deputy
Director Steve Ellis, and the Agriculture Department's deputy undersecretary for natural resources and
environment, Butch Blazer. It's a strong sign that the lands are on the president's radar for executive protections.



Cliff dwellings, pictured here at Butler Wash, were built by Anasazi more than several hundred years ago and are well preserved
around Cedar Mesa. Photo by Phil Taylor.

The Bears Ears proposal overlaps slightly with a separate monument proposal pushed by the Sierra Club,
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance and Grand Canyon Trust that would protect 1.4 million acres surrounding
Canyonlands National Park.

If Obama designates any monuments in Utah -- a controversial move -- Bears Ears appears to have the inside
track. Such a designation could face less political blowback given that the Bears Ears area is believed to be less
coveted by energy companies and already enjoys significant administrative protections. In addition, designating a
landscape-scale monument dedicated primarily to preserving tribal vales would diversify Obama's conservation
portfolio.

Bishop and Chaffetz want that option off the table. They're eyeing language in their bill that would exempt the
lands from the Antiquities Act, a move conservationists have pledged to oppose.

National monuments elicit strong reactions in Utah, whose elected officials slammed President Clinton for
designating the 1.7-million-acre Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument in 1996. Some San Juan
residents fear Obama will take a similar path at Cedar Mesa.

"They're trying for a major land grab," said Tamy Jaramillo, who owns Yak's Center Street Café on Highway 191 in
Blanding. "By trying to protect it, they're destroying us."

Monument backers say designations bring more tourists and raise property values. Just a few blocks south of
Yaks is the Blanding Visitor's Center, where a sign boasts, "Two national monuments, one destination." Those
monuments, relatively small in size, are the Natural Bridges National Monument and Hovenweep National
Monument.

Monument restrictions?

If the Utah lands initiative passes Congress, Bishop and Chaffetz plan to ensure future presidents can't meddle
with it.

Obama's Basin and Range monument, they argued, disrupted a 2004 land truce brokered in Lincoln County, Nev.,
by Sen. Harry Reid (D-Nev.). Reid's Lincoln County Conservation, Recreation and Development Act designated
more than 700,000 acres of wilderness and relaxed restrictions on other lands, a template Bishop and Chaffetz
hope to follow.

"Presidents should be barred from using the Antiquities Act within a county that has enacted a land management
plan," Chaffetz said in a statement last month. "To avoid the debacle that is now Lincoln County, any county
participating in a local planning process should demand such an exemption be included in the final bill -- I know
that I will."
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The White House has opposed legislative proposals to restrict its use of the Antiquities Act. But the congressmen
are working with Jewell's chief of staff as well as acting Chairwoman of the White House Council on
Environmental Quality Christy Goldfuss in hopes of gaining the administration's support for the bill.

It remains unclear when a bill or map might be unveiled. A path forward may emerge after this week's meeting
with the Navajo president, Chaffetz's staff said.

Conservation groups remain supportive of the legislative track, though they have major concerns with some of the
county proposals. Bishop and Chaffetz have already signaled that county plans -- having been vetted and
approved by elected officials -- will carry extra weight.

The bill could place up to 3.5 million acres in conservation status, either as NCA, wilderness, national monument
or national park. That could include up to 2 million acres of wilderness, the most restrictive form of land protection.

The congressmen are also eyeing a new national monument to protect Jurassic-aged dinosaur bones in Emery
County, an expansion of Arches National Park to protect lands in the landscape of Delicate Arch, and new
wilderness and NCA designations at Labyrinth Canyon west of Moab, which would go beyond the protections
approved by the Grand County Council.

Those protections would be paired with language designed to promote other uses like motorized recreation and
energy development.

A legislative proposal "will help conserve the spectacular places in our state while protecting the interests of the
people whose livelihoods depend upon multiple use of public lands," Utah's all-Republican delegation said in an
Aug. 5 letter to Jewell. "We also hope that the department will continue to make good commitments to allow this
locally driven process to move forward."

On Thu, Aug 6, 2015 at 5:36 PM, Kershaw, Jessica <jessica kershaw@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
AP-UT: Obama official: Any plans for Utah monuments will be open

Michelle L. Price, Associated Press  Updated 2:42 pm, Thursday, August 6, 2015

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — U.S. Interior Secretary Sally Jewell said Thursday that she can't guarantee President
Barack Obama won't designate a new national monument in Utah, but any move to do so will be open and
involve local input.

Jewell, who was in Salt Lake City to announce a community service project connecting children with the outdoors, told
reporters that Utah has public lands in need of additional protections but that the Obama administration wants to see
what steps Congress takes to protect those wild spaces.

Gov. Gary Herbert, members of Utah's all-Republican congressional delegation and local officials have feared for years
that Obama will use broad authority under the 1906 Antiquities Act to protect swaths of Utah land from any
development,

"The president controls his own pen. I don't control the president's pen," Jewell told reporters on Thursday. "But I can
tell you that we have been committed to a process of listening to multiple voices on all the monuments that we've been
creating, and I haven't had any indication that that would not continue to be the case."

Two decades ago, President Bill Clinton used the presidential fiat to set aside nearly 2 million acres in southern Utah as
the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument, something that still draws the ire of local residents and politicians
who complain they weren't consulted and that the designation closes off too much land to development.

Their fears of another monument in Utah were revived recently after a July meeting that U.S. Interior Department





President Bill Clinton signs an order in Grand
Canyon National Park in Arizona to designate
a vast canyonland in Utah, including Grand
Escalante Staircase, a national monument
Sept. 18, 1996, while Vice President Al Gore
watches. The area holds one of the largest
known US coal reserves which is now off limits
for mining.

LUKE FRAZZA, AFP
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Summary

In a letter penned to President
Obama on Monday, Utah Gov.
Gary Herbert urged that no new
monument designations be made
in the state. The letter references
the angst still felt in Utah over the
last designation in 1996.

More Coverage
Does secret southern Utah meeting mean feds are
plotting new national monument?

Herbert noted the 1996 designation by
then-President Bill Clinton creating the
Grand Staircase-Escalante National
Monument, an action that still stings.

"Nearly two decades later, this
designation continues to be a source of
mistrust, frustration and acrimony
toward the federal government among
local residents," he said. "I am certain
that another presidential monument in
Utah will likewise result in decades of
resentment and conflict."

Cody Stewart, Herbert's policy adviser,
said the letter is in response to the
continuing swirl of rumors and
conjecture that a monument designation
looms for Utah.

"There's always rumors out there, which
is what is so troubling and frightening
about this form of approach," Stewart
said. "All you hear is the rumors until it
happens. … We want to make sure again
that the flag is planted and that the
president has no question about Gov.
Herbert's position on this issue."

In his letter, Herbert urged the
administration to back off any unilateral decision,
saying such a move would make it more difficult to
implement public land policies in the long run.

Instead, the governor asked the president to let the
Public Lands Initiative process play out that is being
shepherded by Utah Republican representatives Rob

Bishop and Jason Chaffetz.

That effort has drawn together more
than 100 parties of diverse interests
trying to forge land-use solutions for a
large chunk of eastern Utah, Herbert

said.

"The relationships among these groups are historically
strong, positioning us to work together on a range of
public-land issues in the coming years," he said.

Obama has designated 19 new national monuments



since he took office seven years ago, the most recent
being a trio of designations in July in states that
included Utah's neighbor, Nevada.

The move brought howls of protest from Republicans,
most notably Bishop, who is chairman of the U.S. House
Natural Resources Committee.

The letter also comes in advance of a visit this week by
Interior Secretary Sally Jewell, who is slated to
participate in a discussion as part of the Outdoor
Retailer Summer Market in Salt Lake City.

Jewell oversees multiple land management agencies
that include the National Park Service, which has more
than 400 units that host 275 million visitors each year.

Utah's National Park System includes five national
parks, six national monuments and one national
recreation area and historic site.

http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865633739/Herbert-
pleads-with-Obama-to-stop-any-new-monument-
designations-in-Utah.html?pg=all 
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Sally Jewell <SRJ2@ios.doi.gov>, Nikki Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>, Tommy Beaudreau
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Subject: Deseret News: Future of Utah's public lands rests with Bishop, Jewell and Obama

Future of Utah's public lands rests with Bishop, Jewell and Obama
Deseret News
At right, United States Secretary of he Interior Sal l y J ewel l  meets with the Deseret Media Companies Editorial Board in Salt Lake City, Wednesday, ...

On Friday, August 7, 2015, Kershaw, Jessica <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Stacie Scott/Deseret News

K SL .com: I nitiative prompts youth to protect publ ic
l ands
By Katie McKellar   |  Posted Aug 7th, 2015 @ 7:17am

SALT LAKE CIT ̀ .  U.S. Interior Secretary Sally Jewell joined Mayor Ralph Becker on Thursday to announce Salt Lake City's part in a
national initiative to connect children with nature and inspire the next generation of outdoor stewards to protect the nation's natural
environment.

"This is about the future of public lands," Jewell said. "We have a very important role to play so that these young people have a chance to
learn and appreciate just how much there is for them to not only enjoy, but also to protect for years to come."

Jewell's visit was set against a backdrop of political unrest, with Utah's top politicians worried that a new monument designation in Utah is
a mere ink-stroke away under President Barack Obama's authority to shield Utah lands from development.

Thursday's announcement came a day after Jewell told the Deseret News and KSL editorial boards that she can't control the president's
pen, but any plan to create a new national monument in Utah will be transparent and open to local input.

Advertise with us Report this ad

Jewell said she had also met with Gov. Gary Herbert on Wednesday to "reinforce" the idea that she welcomes ongoing conversations
about Rep. Rob Bishop's Public Lands Initiative, which Utah's congressional delegation fears could be unraveled by Native American
tribes pushing for a national conservation area to protect the Bears Ears region.



Monday, Herbert and Utah's congressional delegation sent letters to Jewell and Obama protesting the designation of a new monument in
Utah and urging support of Bishop's initiative. Jewell said she's still waiting to see details of Bishop's plan, but she's looking forward to
seeing it as soon as it's ready, "even if it's not fully baked," she said.

Herbert's spokesman, Jon Cox, said in a statement issued Thursday that during his meeting with Jewell, the governor "reiterated his
opposition" to a unilateral national monument designation in Utah.

Cox said Herbert also expressed support for the Public Lands Initiative and "encouraged the Obama administration to engage as partners
in the open, collaborative process with all stakeholders, including local, state, Native American, environmental, and business leaders."

Yansie Ozan, 10, pulls up puncturevine as part of
the community service project at the Oxbow Restoration Site site in Salt Lake City on Thursday, Aug. 6, 2015. The Interior Department's
leadership of first lady Michelle Obama's Let's Move! Outside initiative aims to encourage children to learn and work outdoors through
opportunities on public lands. (Photo: Stacie Scott/Deseret News)
At the heart of Jewell's announcement Thursday was a goal to ensure the future of public land protections — even long after the current
administration is gone, she said — and raising a generation of children who appreciate the outdoors is key to accomplishing that effort.

"We have an interesting dilemma going on in the country today," Jewell said. "The average child is spending 56 hours a week in front of a
screen and is only getting, if they're lucky, 30 minutes a week in unstructured play outside.

"So how are they going to know that there are great jobs as park rangers, wildlife biologists and scientists?" she said. "How are they going
to know that these places are worth protecting? … How are they going to know that the environment also deserves a seat at the table if
they've never been exposed?"

That's why 50 U.S. cities were chosen to participate in the nationwide movement, as part of first lady Michelle Obama's Let's Move!
Outside initiative. Salt Lake is the 25th city to join the program.

The effort, funded as part of a $5 million contribution from the American Express Foundation, will provide two years of funding for the
YMCA of Northern Utah to create a community coordinator position to facilitate collaboration and increase participation in outdoor
programs on public lands in Salt Lake City.

Jewell also announced grants of more than $258,000 to organizations throughout Utah, including the Utah Conservation Corps, Grand
Staircase Escalante Partners, River Restoration Adventures for Tomorrow, and the American Conservation Experience.

Other efforts to expand children's opportunities to connect with nature include the president's Every Kid in a Park initiative to provide all
fourth-graders and their families with free admission to national parks and public lands for a full year.

"We want every child — no matter how urban they are, no matter where they live — to have that experience," Jewell said.

Related

Interior Secretary Sally Jewell addresses Utah monument fears
Interior Secretary Sally Jewell said flatly she doesn't control President Barack Obama's pen when it
comes to any new monument designation in Utah, but she insists there's no plan to sneak around Utah
and create one under the "cloak of darkness."

Becker thanked the Interior Department and its partners for selecting Salt Lake City, which he said has easy access to "underappreciated"
natural areas such as the Jordan River, Wasatch Mountains and Great Salt Lake.

The morning before the announcement, Jewell had joined Becker for two hikes up Big Cottonwood Canyon. She has said that Mount
Timpanogos, Zion National Park's Narrows and Delicate Arch are among her favorite hikes in Utah.

"Kids too often do not have experience associated with this incredible natural world around us," Becker said. "This effort of connecting
kids to nature means there will be less screen time spent for kids and more time spent exploring the great outdoors."

After the announcement, Jewell and Becker joined a group of volunteers and YMCA summer camp children help clean up park areas
around Jordan River.

"This is about a continuum, and it starts with play," Jewell said. "Just let them play. Let them climb a tree. … Let them have a good time,
and that's what the YMCA is going to facilitate here in Salt Lake City on these beautiful public lands."

On Fri, Aug 7, 2015 at 5:37 PM, Kershaw, Jessica <<a>jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
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Mere months before he was re-elected in
1996,President Bill Clinton surprised the entire state
of Utah by designating 1.9 million acres of federal
land in Utah as the Grand Staircase-Escalante
National Monument.

Not only did Clinton fail to consult Utah stakeholders
about this designation, he didn't even bother coming
to the state to make the designation. Instead he
signed the proclamation in Arizona in sight of

theGrand Canyon.

Clinton's use of the Antiquities Act to designate the monument, and many others, was
a huge hit with his wealthy environmentalist donors in California and New York. But
here in Utah, the designation only created frustration and mistrust towards the federal
government - feelings that continue to this day.

The Antiquities Act was never meant to be used in this way. Passed in 1906 after
widespread looting of archeological sites in federal land in the Southwest, the four
paragraph bill gave President Theodore Roosevelt the power to declare "historic
landmarks, historic and prehistoric structures, and other objects if historic interest on
federal land."

Establishing its originally intended narrow scope, the act also directs the president to
limit each designation to the "smallest area compatible with proper care and
management of the objects to be protected."

Unfortunately, presidents from both sides of the aisle have ignored this limitation by
designating 140 monuments covering more than 285 million acres of land.

And it appears President Obama not only wants to add to these totals, but he wants to
add to them right here in Southern Utah.

Just last month Bureau of Land Management officials met with tribal leaders to
reportedly discuss another monument listing. Noticeably absent from these meetings
were any other local stakeholders including local officials, businesses and residents.

While Department of Interior Secretary Sally Jewell has told many state leaders that
Obama will not spring an Antiquities Act designation on Utah the way Clinton did,
Utahns should not have to take Obama's word for it, and they should not be at the
mercy of the whim of future presidents either.

This is why I have introduced the Antiquities Modernization Act in the Senate. This bill
would both preserve the original Antiquities Act intent by continuing the president's
power to designate monument sites that need protection, while also giving local
communities a say in the process.

If the Antiquities Modernization Act were to become law, presidents could still move
quickly to protect parcels of federal land, but any such designation would only be
temporary. To make any Antiquities Act designation permanent, a president would then
need to win approval for the new monument from both the state where the land resides
and from Congress.

This legislation would both end top-down Washington land grabs and encourage a new
ground-up, open, and public process that maximizes input from all the stakeholders
involved.

Utah is blessed with some of the most beautiful lands in the world. Thousands of
tourists come from around the world every year to see such sites Goblin Valley State
Park, Mirror Lake in Uinta National Forrest, and Antelope Island State Park. Each of
these precious places was protected by either an act of Congress or the Utah State

St. George Spectrum: Protecting Utah by modernizing the
Antiquities Act

Sen. Mike Lee Guest Editorial 9:09 a.m. MDT August 7, 2015

On Thu, Aug 6, 2015 at 7:51 PM, Kershaw,
Jessica <<a>jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

UT-Fox Affiliate: Utah could still get a new national
monument

POSTED 4:18 PM, AUGUST 6, 2015, BY BEN WINSLOW



Legislature. Utahns have a long history of working with the federal government to best
protect our most treasured lands.

Public lands management always works better when local, state, and federal
government agencies work together. Under current law, Antiquities Act designations
only undermine such agreements.

By passing the Antiquities Modernization Act, we can ensure that future federal lands
management is done in as inclusive a manner as possible.

To contact Utah Sen. Mike Lee, go to his official website at lee.senate.gov.

http://www.thespectrum.com/story/opinion/2015/08/07/mike-lee-utah-antiquities-
act/31256811/ 

SALT LAKE CITY — Interior Secretary Sally Jewell said she cannot rule out the possibility of he Obama administration creating a new national monument in Utah.

“Monuments are up to the president,” Jewell said Thursday. “I will tell you that there has been interest in monument designations in Utah.”

Jewell spoke to reporters at an event in Salt Lake City, where she announced a new private/public partnership to encourage kids to put down the video games and
step away from screens and get outdoors. She was joined by Salt Lake City Mayor Ralph Becker in launching the initiative, which includes free passes to national
parks for every fourth grader in the nation.

Late Wednesday, Jewell met with Governor Gary Herbert. FOX 13 is told the governor reiterated his opposition to a unilateral monument designa ion by President
Obama.

“Gov. Herbert is proud of our state’s beautiful public lands and recognizes the many opportunities and challenges they present. In a meeting with Secretary Jewell
last night, the governor reiterated his opposition to a unilateral national monument designation in Utah,” Herbert spokesman Jon Cox wrote in an email. “He also
expressed his support for the Public Lands Ini iative and encouraged he Obama Administration to engage as partners in he open, collaborative process with all
stakeholders, including local, state, Native American, environmental, and business leaders.”

Many in Utah are still fuming over President Bill Clinton’s creation of the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument in 1996.

“I don’t control the president’s pen,” Jewell told FOX 13. “But I can tell you that we have been committed to a process of listening to multiple voices in all the
monuments we’ve been crea ing.”

Interior Secretary Sally Jewell speaks at a news
conference in Salt Lake City on Thursday.

Jewell pointed to Rep. Rob Bishop’s public lands initiatives involving multiple stakeholders, but she said the Interior Department had yet to see a formal plan put
forward by the Utah congressman.

One area considered for a national monument designation is “Bears Ears” in southeastern Utah. The idea of a conservation area or national monument has been
backed by some Native American groups.

“We will continue to work the legislative, congressional process,” said Willie Grayeyes, the chairman of the Utah Diné Bikéyah, which supports Bears Ears. “On the
other hand, if nothing comes through at the very end, we might go with the president.”

A map of the proposed Bears Ears Conservation
Area/National Monument.

In the ongoing battle over control of federal lands in Utah, the Interior secretary called the idea pushed by some state lawmakers of suing for control of federal lands
“a waste of time.”
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“I hink hat much of the talk of taking over federal lands is very naive, in terms of recognizing the cost the American taxpayer pays generally into these states and
what it might look like if hey didn’t have hat,” Jewell said. “We are not willing to sell public lands to the highest bidder and we’re not willing to stand back and give
hem away.”

Rep. Ken Ivory, R-West Jordan, who has urged his colleagues in the Utah State Legislature to sue for control of federal lands said in a statement Thursday hat
federal policies have failed.

“One size fits all management of our diverse and unique lands by bureaucrats thousands of miles away has failed miserably. Under bureaucra ic federal control,
millions of our forested acres go up in smoke every year, killing wildlife by the millions, polluting our air, destroying our water quality and ruining blue ribbon fisheries
and habitat for generations,” he wrote in a statement to FOX 13. “Protecting the health and welfare of our lands and communi ies may seem like ‘a waste of time’ to
some Washington DC bureaucrats, but to those of us who live here it’s our lives and our livelihoods at stake.”

The Utah Attorney General’s Office has said whether or not to pursue a lawsuit is under consideration.

On Thursday, August 6, 2015, Kershaw, Jessica <<a>jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
AP-UT: Obama official: Any plans for Utah monuments will be open

Michelle L. Price, Associated Press  Updated 2:42 pm, Thursday, August 6, 2015

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — U.S. Interior Secretary Sally Jewell said Thursday that she can't guarantee President Barack Obama won't designate a new
national monument in Utah, but any move to do so will be open and involve local input.

Jewell, who was in Salt Lake City to announce a community service project connecting children with the outdoors, told reporters that Utah has public
lands in need of additional protections but that the Obama administra ion wants to see what steps Congress takes to protect those wild spaces.

Gov. Gary Herbert, members of Utah's all-Republican congressional delegation and local officials have feared for years that Obama will use broad authority
under the 1906 Antiquities Act to protect swaths of Utah land from any development,

"The president controls his own pen. I don't control the president's pen," Jewell told reporters on Thursday. "But I can tell you that we have been committed to a
process of listening to multiple voices on all the monuments that we've been creating, and I haven't had any indication that that would not continue to be the
case."

Two decades ago, President Bill Clinton used he presiden ial fiat to set aside nearly 2 million acres in southern Utah as the Grand Staircase-Escalante National
Monument, something that still draws the ire of local residents and politicians who complain hey weren't consulted and that the designation closes off too much
land to development.

Their fears of another monument in Utah were revived recently after a July mee ing that U.S. Interior Department officials held in southeastern Utah with tribal
officials who are pushing for a national conservation area or monument to protect the Bears Ears region, which includes sacred and archaeological sites for a
number of tribes.

Environmental groups and others have also pushed for Obama to protect 1.8 million acres in southeastern Utah's Greater Canyonlands region near Moab as a
national monument.

On Monday, Herbert and Utah's congressional delegation sent letters to Obama and Jewell opposing any plans to designate a monument in Utah and to instead
urged their support of a comprehensive public lands plan that U.S. Rep. Rob Bishop, R-Utah, is working on. Through meetings with county officials,
environmentalists, energy developers and others, Bishop is mapping out a land plan for Utah that he says will balance protection, energy development,
recreation and other uses.

He has been working on the initiative since 2012 and plans to unveil it as legislation in September, his spokesman Lee Lonsberry said Thursday.

Jewell, whose department is in charge of about 46 percent of Utah's land, said Thursday that she's s ill waiting to see what Bishop's plan entails.

Some Utah lawmakers and local officials aren't waiting around for Bishop's effort and are instead looking for a legal fight for control of the state's public land.

Utah passed a 2012 law demanding the U.S. hand over control of about 30 million federal acres by 2015.

That deadline quietly passed with the federal government ignoring the ultimatum, as many officials and locals predicted. Utah legislators then hired lawyers and
a public policy firm who are working to craft a court case and public relations campaign for the fight by he end of this year.

Jewell on Thursday said that's "a waste of time" and "very naive" talk that doesn't recognize the role the federal government plays and what it would look like if
the state took over.

"We are not willing to sell federal public lands to the highest bidder," Jewell said, "And we certainly are not willing to stand back and give them away."

On Monday, August 3, 2015, Kershaw, Jessica <<a>jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov> wrote:





included Utah's neighbor, Nevada.

The move brought howls of protest from Republicans,
most notably Bishop, who is chairman of the U.S. House
Natural Resources Committee.

The letter also comes in advance of a visit this week by
Interior Secretary Sally Jewell, who is slated to
participate in a discussion as part of the Outdoor
Retailer Summer Market in Salt Lake City.

Jewell oversees multiple land management agencies
that include the National Park Service, which has more
than 400 units that host 275 million visitors each year.

Utah's National Park System includes five national
parks, six national monuments and one national
recreation area and historic site.

http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865633739/Herbert-
pleads-with-Obama-to-stop-any-new-monument-
designations-in-Utah.html?pg=all 
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U.S. Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell
meets with the Deseret Media Companies
Editorial Board in Salt Lake City, Wednesday,
Aug. 5, 2015.

Ravell Call, Deseret News

View 11 photos »

Summary

A potential monument designation
in Utah is creating a tempest of
outcry amid a visit to the state by
Secretary of the Interior Sally
Jewell. Native American tribes want
protections for the Bears Ears area.
Jewell said she has met with them.

swirl of angst by Utah's top politicians
that a monument designation in Utah is
a just an ink stroke away and comes the
same day a much-touted Public Lands
Initiative was flayed by Native American
tribes.

"Despite more than two years of dialogue
with local stakeholders, we are
concerned that the Public Lands
Initiative Process and San Juan County
have thus failed to reach out to, consult
and respond to feedback from Tribes
within or outside of Utah," a letter from
leaders of the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal
Coalition reads.

Their letter late Wednesday was a
rebuttal to one sent earlier in the day by
Utah's entire congressional delegation to
Jewell that implored her to let that
process play out and refrain from any
designation for Bears Ears, an area
which spans 1.9 million acres in San
Juan County.

The delegation's letter to Jewell said any
use of the Antiquities Act to declare a
new monument would undermine the
success of the process in San Juan
County, and references a San Juan

County Commission vote Tuesday that approved
protections for Bears Ears.

"Continued discussions involving the potential use of
the Antiquities Act undermine public processes such as
the PLI as they breed an atmosphere of distrust and
discourages participants from working amicably to
resolve conflict," the letter to Jewell reads.

But Jewell said she has yet to see any details of the
Public Lands Initiative being shepherded by Rep. Rob
Bishop, R-Utah.

"We have not seen anything tangible," she said. "We
have asked for detail, because we have seen no detail."

She said it is hard to say the process should play out
when she does not know what it entails.

"What is really going to be important is to show us,
bring us to the table. We do have a lot of lands that are
involved in this, but we need to be brought to the table,"



she said. "We are going to continue to get requests from
people who are worried about these lands."

Native American tribes pushing for protections of Bears
Ears have been in her office, with maps, pushing their
cause, she said.

Bishop said he hasn't shown any details to Jewell
because the language in his bill — that includes all the
land use proposals — is still being crafted.

"A soon as it is drafted we will share it with her," he
said. "What is slowing it down right now is the
mechanics of actually drafting the langauge and getting
the maps ready."

Bishop's Public Lands Initiative process has been
playing out for three years and involves land planning
for an estimated 18 million acres in as many as eight of
the state's eastern counties. Some of that land use
possibly includes wilderness designations for millions of
acres, as well as "energy" zones and a recognition of
high-value recreation areas.

On Wed, Aug 5, 2015 at 7:02 PM, Nicole Buffa <nicole buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Totally. They are pushing this out to reporters now.

On Aug 5, 2015, at 6:59 PM, Tommy Beaudreau <tommy beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

Excellent. Our response to bishop could be, essentially, please see the
attached. 

TPB

On Aug 5, 2015, at 6:56 PM, Buffa, Nicole <nicole buffa@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

Very timely. Last two paragraphs in particular. 

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior
202-219-3861
nicole buffa@ios.doi.gov

<Bears Ears letter to UT delegation 8-5-15.pdf>



 

0

     

-- 

Kate Kelly
Senior Advisor
Department of the Interior
(202) 208 2409 
kate kelly@ios.doi.gov

-- 
Jessica Kershaw
Senior Adviser & Press Secretary
U.S. Dept of the Interior
@DOIPressSec
202-208-6416

"Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thu Aug 06 2015 15:33:20 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Beaudreau, Tommy" <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

CC:
Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>, "Kelly, Katherine"
<kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Blake Androff <Blake_Androff@ios.doi.gov>,
Stephenne Harding <stephenne_harding@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Bears Ears Inter Tribal Coalition Letter to Utah Delegation

From today's media avail in UT after the SLC 50 cities announcement: 

AP: Obama official: Any plans for Utah monuments will be open

Michelle L. Price, Associated Press  Updated 2:42 pm, Thursday, August 6, 2015

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — U.S. Interior Secretary Sally Jewell said Thursday that she can't guarantee President Barack
Obama won't designate a new national monument in Utah, but any move to do so will be open and involve local input.

Jewell, who was in Salt Lake City to announce a community service project connecting children with the outdoors, told
reporters that Utah has public lands in need of additional protections but that the Obama administration wants to see what steps
Congress takes to protect those wild spaces.

Gov. Gary Herbert, members of Utah's all-Republican congressional delegation and local officials have feared for years that
Obama will use broad authority under the 1906 Antiquities Act to protect swaths of Utah land from any development,

"The president controls his own pen. I don't control the president's pen," Jewell told reporters on Thursday. "But I can tell you that
we have been committed to a process of listening to multiple voices on all the monuments that we've been creating, and I haven't
had any indication that that would not continue to be the case."

Two decades ago, President Bill Clinton used the presidential fiat to set aside nearly 2 million acres in southern Utah as the
Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument, something that still draws the ire of local residents and politicians who complain
they weren't consulted and that the designation closes off too much land to development.



Their fears of another monument in Utah were revived recently after a July meeting that U.S. Interior Department officials held in
southeastern Utah with tribal officials who are pushing for a national conservation area or monument to protect the Bears Ears
region, which includes sacred and archaeological sites for a number of tribes.

Environmental groups and others have also pushed for Obama to protect 1.8 million acres in southeastern Utah's Greater
Canyonlands region near Moab as a national monument.

On Monday, Herbert and Utah's congressional delegation sent letters to Obama and Jewell opposing any plans to designate a
monument in Utah and to instead urged their support of a comprehensive public lands plan that U.S. Rep. Rob Bishop, R-Utah, is
working on. Through meetings with county officials, environmentalists, energy developers and others, Bishop is mapping out a
land plan for Utah that he says will balance protection, energy development, recreation and other uses.

He has been working on the initiative since 2012 and plans to unveil it as legislation in September, his spokesman Lee Lonsberry
said Thursday.

Jewell, whose department is in charge of about 46 percent of Utah's land, said Thursday that she's still waiting to see what
Bishop's plan entails.

Some Utah lawmakers and local officials aren't waiting around for Bishop's effort and are instead looking for a legal fight for
control of the state's public land.

Utah passed a 2012 law demanding the U.S. hand over control of about 30 million federal acres by 2015.

That deadline quietly passed with the federal government ignoring the ultimatum, as many officials and locals predicted. Utah
legislators then hired lawyers and a public policy firm who are working to craft a court case and public relations campaign for the
fight by the end of this year.

Jewell on Thursday said that's "a waste of time" and "very naive" talk that doesn't recognize the role the federal government plays
and what it would look like if the state took over.

"We are not willing to sell federal public lands to the highest bidder," Jewell said, "And we certainly are not willing to stand back
and give them away."

On Thursday, August 6, 2015, Kershaw, Jessica <jessica kershaw@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Great. We had practiced a few more times on this one - it was clearly their most pressing issue (which
makes sense for them). 

On Thursday, August 6, 2015, Beaudreau, Tommy <tommy beaudreau@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Yes, outsanding.

TPB

On Thu, Aug 6, 2015 at 8:25 AM, Nicole Buffa <<a>nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
!!

On Aug 5, 2015, at 9:46 PM, "Kelly, Katherine" <<a>kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865633946/Interior-Secretary-Sally-Jewell-
answers-Utah-monument-fears.html





Ears, an area which spans 1.9 million acres in San Juan
County.

The delegation's letter to Jewell said any use of the
Antiquities Act to declare a new monument would
undermine the success of the process in San Juan
County, and references a San Juan County Commission
vote Tuesday that approved protections for Bears Ears.

"Continued discussions involving the potential use of
the Antiquities Act undermine public processes such as
the PLI as they breed an atmosphere of distrust and
discourages participants from working amicably to
resolve conflict," the letter to Jewell reads.

But Jewell said she has yet to see any details of the
Public Lands Initiative being shepherded by Rep. Rob
Bishop, R-Utah.

"We have not seen anything tangible," she said. "We
have asked for detail, because we have seen no detail."

She said it is hard to say the process should play out
when she does not know what it entails.

"What is really going to be important is to show us,
bring us to the table. We do have a lot of lands that are
involved in this, but we need to be brought to the table,"
she said. "We are going to continue to get requests from
people who are worried about these lands."

Native American tribes pushing for protections of Bears
Ears have been in her office, with maps, pushing their
cause, she said.

Bishop said he hasn't shown any details to Jewell
because the language in his bill — that includes all the
land use proposals — is still being crafted.

"A soon as it is drafted we will share it with her," he
said. "What is slowing it down right now is the
mechanics of actually drafting the langauge and getting
the maps ready."

Bishop's Public Lands Initiative process has been
playing out for three years and involves land planning
for an estimated 18 million acres in as many as eight of
the state's eastern counties. Some of that land use
possibly includes wilderness designations for millions of
acres, as well as "energy" zones and a recognition of
high-value recreation areas.

On Wed, Aug 5, 2015 at 7:02 PM, Nicole Buffa <<a>nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Totally. They are pushing this out to reporters now.



On Aug 5, 2015, at 6:59 PM, Tommy Beaudreau
<<a>tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Excellent. Our response to bishop could be, essentially, please see the
attached. 

TPB

On Aug 5, 2015, at 6:56 PM, Buffa, Nicole
<<a>nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Very timely. Last two paragraphs in particular. 

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior<br>202-219-3861
nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov

<Bears Ears letter to UT delegation 8-5-15.pdf>

-- 

Kate Kelly
Senior Advisor
Department of the Interior
(202) 208 2409 
kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov

-- 
Jessica Kershaw
Senior Adviser & Press Secretary
U.S. Dept of the Interior
@DOIPressSec
202-208-6416

-- 
Jessica Kershaw
Senior Adviser & Press Secretary
U.S. Dept of the Interior
@DOIPressSec
202-208-6416



Tribes for Bears Ears

BEARS EARS  
INTER-TRIBAL COALITION 

A Coalition of the Hopi, Navajo, Ute Indian Tribe, Ute Mountain Ute, and Zuni Tribes 

August 5th, 2015 
 
 
Honorable Rob Bishop 
Honorable Jason Chaffetz 
U.S. House of Representatives  
Washington, DC 20515 
 
 
RE:  Native American Tribes Request Involvement in Congressman Bishop’s Public 
Lands Initiative 
 
Dear Representatives Rob Bishop and Jason Chaffetz, 
 
Elected officials from the Navajo Nation, Hopi, Zuni, and Ute Mountain Ute Tribes met 
on June 30th and July 16th to discuss the proposed Bears Ears National Conservation 
Area/ National Monument. We are aware that San Juan County advanced a proposal to 
your office and despite multiple attempts to work with San Juan County and your offices 
over recent years, we are concerned about how Tribes and the Bears Ears proposal are 
being considered in your legislative process. The undersigned Native American Tribal 
governments request inclusion of the Bears Ears proposal, as well more intensive 
engagement with Utah tribes, and engagement of Tribes outside of Utah in the discussion 
of legislation.   
 
The lands within the Bears Ears conservation proposal are shared ancestral lands of more 
than one dozen tribes, and are sacred to Native Americans throughout the Southwest; 
they need to be permanently protected. As you are aware, twenty-five Tribes have 
endorsed protection for the Bears Ears area and surrounding lands as a means of 
protecting a wide range of cultural resources on public lands in San Juan County. As we 
have before, we request inclusion of the full Bears Ears proposal as a National 
Conservation Area or National Monument in your legislation. Such a designation must 
identify conservation of the area’s irreplaceable cultural resources as the primary 
purpose, and include strong conservation standards including a full mineral withdrawal 
while allowing Native American traditional uses to continue. Our Tribes have a strong 
interest in the area and are also seeking a formal role in the collaborative management of 
this landscape with the Federal agencies. 
 
Congress and the Federal Government hold a federal trust responsibility in their 
relationship to tribal governments and as such we request that the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal 







Conversation Contents
Fwd: Big media turn out in SLC today

Attachments:

/24. Fwd: Big media turn out in SLC today/1.1 FullSizeRender.jpg
/24. Fwd: Big media turn out in SLC today/2.1 FullSizeRender.jpg

Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thu Aug 06 2015 15:12:08 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Big media turn out in SLC today
Attachments: FullSizeRender.jpg

No more utah please. 

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>
Date: August 6, 2015 at 4:53:20 PM EDT
To: Kate Kelly <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Nikki Buffa
<nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Big media turn out in SLC today

Flagging that the media avail was entirely focused on monuments, bears ears
and the PLI. Huge turnout. Very tense - I had to cut it off after 4 or so
questions - not much more to say and why prolong the opportunity (especially
in the heat and the kiddos ready to roll). No surprise responses - but just
intense. 

Word on the street here is that the PLI will be announced very soon (Bishop
sitting before the Deseret News Editorial Board today). 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Jessica Kershaw <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>
Date: Thursday, August 6, 2015
Subject: Big media turn out in SLC today



To: Interior Press <interior_press@ios.doi.gov>, Paul Dillon
<paul_dillon@ios.doi.gov>, Nils Franco <nils_franco@ios.doi.gov>, Blake
Androff <blake androff@ios.doi.gov>, Kevin Thompson
<kevin_thompson@ios.doi.gov>

Big network cameras plus Telemundo, SLC Trib. Deseret News, AP, local
NPR, area university publication.

Big thanks to folks who made calls this AM to assignment desks - it
does make a difference!

-- 
Jessica Kershaw
Senior Adviser & Press Secretary
U.S. Dept of the Interior
@DOIPressSec
202-208-6416

Sent from my iPhone

Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

From: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thu Aug 06 2015 15:42:58 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Big media turn out in SLC today
Attachments: FullSizeRender.jpg

It's going to be a good long while. 

TPB

On Aug 6, 2015, at 5:12 PM, Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

No more utah please. 



Begin forwarded message:

From: "Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>
Date: August 6, 2015 at 4:53:20 PM EDT
To: Kate Kelly <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Nikki Buffa
<nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Big media turn out in SLC today

Flagging that the media avail was entirely focused on monuments,
bears ears and the PLI. Huge turnout. Very tense - I had to cut it
off after 4 or so questions - not much more to say and why prolong
the opportunity (especially in the heat and the kiddos ready to roll).
No surprise responses - but just intense. 

Word on the street here is that the PLI will be announced very
soon (Bishop sitting before the Deseret News Editorial Board
today). 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Jessica Kershaw <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>
Date: Thursday, August 6, 2015
Subject: Big media turn out in SLC today
To: Interior Press <interior_press@ios.doi.gov>, Paul Dillon
<paul dillon@ios.doi.gov>, Nils Franco <nils franco@ios.doi.gov>,
Blake Androff <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>, Kevin Thompson
<kevin_thompson@ios.doi.gov>

Big network cameras plus Telemundo, SLC Trib. Deseret News,
AP, local
NPR, area university publication.

Big thanks to folks who made calls this AM to assignment desks - it
does make a difference!

-- 
Jessica Kershaw
Senior Adviser & Press Secretary
U.S. Dept of the Interior
@DOIPressSec
202-208-6416







Conversation Contents
Fwd: Bears Ears Next Friday

Attachments:

/25. Fwd: Bears Ears Next Friday/1.1 Bears Ears July 2015 Tribal Gathering
Administration Invitation 061515 final.pdf

"Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Aug 05 2015 14:43:02 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To:
Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>,
Kate P Kelly <Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Jessica Kershaw
<jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>, Blake Androff
<Blake_Androff@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Bears Ears Next Friday

Attachments: Bears Ears July 2015 Tribal Gathering Administration
Invitation 061515 final.pdf

All - I think we should ask ASIA to update Kevin's blog to link to the invitation letter for the
Utah meeting (attached). That way it can be available to the public. I know we will
probably be pointing reporters to the blog in the coming days. Thoughts?

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior
202-219-3861
nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov

"Kelly, Katherine" <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Kelly, Katherine" <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Aug 05 2015 15:44:16 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>



CC:
Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>,
Jessica Kershaw <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>, Blake
Androff <Blake_Androff@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Bears Ears Next Friday

Makes sense...  but I think we'd need to black out the Tribal members' phone numbers

On Wed, Aug 5, 2015 at 4:43 PM, Buffa, Nicole <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
All - I think we should ask ASIA to update Kevin's blog to link to the invitation letter for
the Utah meeting (attached). That way it can be available to the public. I know we will
probably be pointing reporters to the blog in the coming days. Thoughts?

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior
202-219-3861
nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov

-- 

Kate Kelly
Senior Advisor
Department of the Interior
(202) 208 2409 
kate kelly@ios.doi.gov



June 15, 2015 

Director Neil Kornze    Chief Tom Tidwell  
Bureau of Land Management   U.S. Forest Service 
1848 C St, NW    1400 Independence Avenue  
Washington, D.C. 20510                                Washington, D.C. 20250 
 
Director Jon Jarvis    Assistant Secretary Kevin Washburn 
National Park Service    Department of Interior - Indian Affairs 
1849 C St. NW    1849 C St. NW,  
Washington, D.C. 20510                                Washington, DC 20510 
 
 
Dear Esteemed Agency Partners, 

We the undersigned Tribes, request your attendance and engagement in the 2nd Bears Ears Inter-
tribal Gathering in San Juan County, UT July 16-18, 2015. The purpose of this gathering is to 
discuss how to strengthen our involvement in the protection and management of our ancestral 
lands within the Bears Ears Conservation Proposal. 
 
As Native Americans, we have enduring relations with this landscape through our history and 
cultural identity as Native People. On September 30, 2014, in a letter to President Obama and 
Utah’s Congressional Delegation, the Hopi Tribe communicated its endorsement for permanent 
protection of the Bears Ears. Similarly, the Navajo, Hualapai, and all 20 Pueblos of the All 
Pueblo Council of Governors have endorsed conservation of Bears Ears as either a National 
Conservation Area or a National Monument.  During our July meeting, we would like to discuss 
how we can achieve our shared conservation goals and elevate our role as Tribal Nations as 
partners in managing these lands.   
 
Building on our prior interests and endorsements, we participated in an inter-tribal gathering for 
Bears Ears on April 10-12th of this year. We are working cooperatively, as Tribal Nations,  to 
define the varying interests we have as sovereign governments in this special region. We are also 
working with Utah Diné Bikéyah and other non-profit supporting organizations, calling 
themselves the Bears Ears Coalition (www.protectbearsears.org). They are allies and participated 
in the last convening, and will be participating in the upcoming gathering. 
 
As we finalize our agenda for July 16-18th, we hope to identify one day to set aside for meeting 
with federal officials to introduce you to a few examples of important cultural areas within this 
landscape. We are happy to accommodate your schedules if any one of these days work, or 
welcome you to stay for the entire gathering. We are also inviting tribal members and their 
families to attend to share food, stories, and traditions while camping together over the weekend. 
We plan to spend one day discussing how Tribal Governments can further work together to 
advance the protection of the Bears Ears.  
 
We appreciate your attention to this matter, and look forward to your response. Please coordinate 





"Beaudreau, Tommy" <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Beaudreau, Tommy" <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Aug 05 2015 12:53:27 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Jessica Kershaw <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>

CC:

Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>, Stephenne
Harding <stephenne_harding@ios.doi.gov>, Blake Androff
<blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>, Katherine Kelly
<kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Emily Beyer
<emily_beyer@ios.doi.gov>, Sarah Greenberger
<sarah_greenberger@ios.doi.gov>, John Blair
<john_blair@ios.doi.gov>, Sarah Neimeyer
<sarah_neimeyer@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Bishop letter coming on tribal meeting

Sally knows what to say if she's asked.  We can talk about what should go into a
response letter, but I don't think we should be publicly committing to do hearings right
now.

On Wed, Aug 5, 2015 at 2:49 PM, Jessica Kershaw <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

Do we intend to do any more meetings here or have we been invited?

If not, perhaps she can say that she's happy to consider a public discussion regarding
the conservation vision for this area if thats what the communities would like and she's
invited to listen.

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 5, 2015, at 12:42 PM, Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

For quick background:

- The meeting was a private government-to-government meeting arranged
at the request of southwestern tribes. This Administration has demonstrated
a commitment to working with the public and Congress in making Federal
land management decisions.

- Our government-to-government meetings are typically not open to the
general public.

- To date, the Administration has not been asked to attend a public meeting
about recent conservation proposals in Utah.  [Would like to confirm this,
but I think that's right]

- On June 15th, the Navajo Tribal Council, Hopi Tribal Council, Pueblo de
Cochiti Tribal Council, Ysleta del Sur Pueblo Tribal Council, and Pueblo of
Zuni Tribal Council invited several Administration officials, specifically: BLM



Director Neil Kornze, USFS Chief Tom Tidwell, NPS Director Jon Jarvis,
and Assistant Secretary Kevin Washburn, to attend the 2nd Bears Ears
Intertribal Gathering in San Juan County, UT.

-----Original Message-----
From: Stephenne Harding [mailto:stephenne_harding@ios.doi.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, August 05, 2015 2:36 PM
To: Blake J Androff; Katherine Kelly; Jessica Kershaw; Emily Beyer; Nicole
Buffa; sarah_greenberger; Tommy Beaudreau; John Blair; Sarah Neimeyer
Subject: Bishop letter coming on tribal meeting

I just got a heads up from staff that there will be a letter from
bishop/Chaffetz on the government to government meeting that was held a
few weeks ago asserting that we should have open and public mets.

they will be pushing it to media today.  I don't want Sally to be caught off
guard so flagging now and will send along when I have a copy.

Sent from my iPhone

Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Aug 05 2015 13:05:34 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Beaudreau, Tommy" <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Bishop letter coming on tribal meeting

True. Will do. 

On Aug 5, 2015, at 2:46 PM, "Beaudreau, Tommy" <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

You should talk with Stephenne.  I'd be careful about being too strong on the
"private GTG" - there were non-tribal and non-governmental folks present, at
the invitation of the tribes.

On Wed, Aug 5, 2015 at 2:42 PM, Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

For quick background:

- The meeting was a private government-to-government meeting arranged
at the request of southwestern tribes. This Administration has demonstrated
a commitment to working with the public and Congress in making Federal
land management decisions.



- Our government-to-government meetings are typically not open to the
general public.

- To date, the Administration has not been asked to attend a public meeting
about recent conservation proposals in Utah.  [Would like to confirm this,
but I think that's right]

- On June 15th, the Navajo Tribal Council, Hopi Tribal Council, Pueblo de
Cochiti Tribal Council, Ysleta del Sur Pueblo Tribal Council, and Pueblo of
Zuni Tribal Council invited several Administration officials, specifically: BLM
Director Neil Kornze, USFS Chief Tom Tidwell, NPS Director Jon Jarvis,
and Assistant Secretary Kevin Washburn, to attend the 2nd Bears Ears
Intertribal Gathering in San Juan County, UT.

-----Original Message-----
From: Stephenne Harding [mailto:stephenne_harding@ios.doi.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, August 05, 2015 2:36 PM
To: Blake J Androff; Katherine Kelly; Jessica Kershaw; Emily Beyer; Nicole
Buffa; sarah_greenberger; Tommy Beaudreau; John Blair; Sarah Neimeyer
Subject: Bishop letter coming on tribal meeting

I just got a heads up from staff that there will be a letter from
bishop/Chaffetz on the government to government meeting that was held a
few weeks ago asserting that we should have open and public mets.

they will be pushing it to media today.  I don't want Sally to be caught off
guard so flagging now and will send along when I have a copy.

Sent from my iPhone

Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Aug 05 2015 13:05:47 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Beaudreau, Tommy" <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

CC:

Jessica Kershaw <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>,
Stephenne Harding <stephenne_harding@ios.doi.gov>,
Blake Androff <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>, Katherine Kelly
<kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Emily Beyer
<emily_beyer@ios.doi.gov>, Sarah Greenberger
<sarah_greenberger@ios.doi.gov>, John Blair
<john_blair@ios.doi.gov>, Sarah Neimeyer
<sarah_neimeyer@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Bishop letter coming on tribal meeting

Agree completely. 



On Aug 5, 2015, at 2:53 PM, "Beaudreau, Tommy" <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

Sally knows what to say if she's asked.  We can talk about what should go into
a response letter, but I don't think we should be publicly committing to do
hearings right now.

On Wed, Aug 5, 2015 at 2:49 PM, Jessica Kershaw
<jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Do we intend to do any more meetings here or have we been invited?

If not, perhaps she can say that she's happy to consider a public discussion
regarding the conservation vision for this area if thats what the communities
would like and she's invited to listen.

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 5, 2015, at 12:42 PM, Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

For quick background:

- The meeting was a private government-to-government meeting
arranged at the request of southwestern tribes. This
Administration has demonstrated a commitment to working with
the public and Congress in making Federal land management
decisions.

- Our government-to-government meetings are typically not open
to the general public.

- To date, the Administration has not been asked to attend a
public meeting about recent conservation proposals in Utah. 
[Would like to confirm this, but I think that's right]

- On June 15th, the Navajo Tribal Council, Hopi Tribal Council,
Pueblo de Cochiti Tribal Council, Ysleta del Sur Pueblo Tribal
Council, and Pueblo of Zuni Tribal Council invited several
Administration officials, specifically: BLM Director Neil Kornze,
USFS Chief Tom Tidwell, NPS Director Jon Jarvis, and Assistant
Secretary Kevin Washburn, to attend the 2nd Bears Ears
Intertribal Gathering in San Juan County, UT.

-----Original Message-----
From: Stephenne Harding
[mailto:stephenne_harding@ios.doi.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, August 05, 2015 2:36 PM
To: Blake J Androff; Katherine Kelly; Jessica Kershaw; Emily



Beyer; Nicole Buffa; sarah_greenberger; Tommy Beaudreau;
John Blair; Sarah Neimeyer
Subject: Bishop letter coming on tribal meeting

I just got a heads up from staff that there will be a letter from
bishop/Chaffetz on the government to government meeting that
was held a few weeks ago asserting that we should have open
and public mets.

they will be pushing it to media today.  I don't want Sally to be
caught off guard so flagging now and will send along when I
have a copy.

Sent from my iPhone

"Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Aug 05 2015 13:18:32 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

CC:

"Beaudreau, Tommy" <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>,
Stephenne Harding <stephenne_harding@ios.doi.gov>,
Blake Androff <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>, Katherine Kelly
<kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Emily Beyer
<emily_beyer@ios.doi.gov>, Sarah Greenberger
<sarah_greenberger@ios.doi.gov>, John Blair
<john_blair@ios.doi.gov>, Sarah Neimeyer
<sarah_neimeyer@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Bishop letter coming on tribal meeting

Great. 

On Wednesday, August 5, 2015, Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Agree completely. 

On Aug 5, 2015, at 2:53 PM, "Beaudreau, Tommy" <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

Sally knows what to say if she's asked.  We can talk about what should go
into a response letter, but I don't think we should be publicly committing to
do hearings right now.

On Wed, Aug 5, 2015 at 2:49 PM, Jessica Kershaw
<jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Do we intend to do any more meetings here or have we been invited?



If not, perhaps she can say that she's happy to consider a public
discussion regarding the conservation vision for this area if thats what the
communities would like and she's invited to listen.

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 5, 2015, at 12:42 PM, Nicole Buffa <nicole buffa@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

For quick background:

- The meeting was a private government-to-government
meeting arranged at the request of southwestern tribes. This
Administration has demonstrated a commitment to working
with the public and Congress in making Federal land
management decisions.

- Our government-to-government meetings are typically not
open to the general public.

- To date, the Administration has not been asked to attend a
public meeting about recent conservation proposals in Utah. 
[Would like to confirm this, but I think that's right]

- On June 15th, the Navajo Tribal Council, Hopi Tribal Council,
Pueblo de Cochiti Tribal Council, Ysleta del Sur Pueblo Tribal
Council, and Pueblo of Zuni Tribal Council invited several
Administration officials, specifically: BLM Director Neil Kornze,
USFS Chief Tom Tidwell, NPS Director Jon Jarvis, and
Assistant Secretary Kevin Washburn, to attend the 2nd Bears
Ears Intertribal Gathering in San Juan County, UT.

-----Original Message-----
From: Stephenne Harding
[mailto:stephenne_harding@ios.doi.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, August 05, 2015 2:36 PM
To: Blake J Androff; Katherine Kelly; Jessica Kershaw; Emily
Beyer; Nicole Buffa; sarah_greenberger; Tommy Beaudreau;
John Blair; Sarah Neimeyer
Subject: Bishop letter coming on tribal meeting

I just got a heads up from staff that there will be a letter from
bishop/Chaffetz on the government to government meeting
that was held a few weeks ago asserting that we should have
open and public mets.

they will be pushing it to media today.  I don't want Sally to be
caught off guard so flagging now and will send along when I
have a copy.



Sent from my iPhone

-- 
Jessica Kershaw
Senior Adviser & Press Secretary
U.S. Dept of the Interior
@DOIPressSec
202-208-6416

"Harding, Stephenne" <stephenne_harding@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Harding, Stephenne" <stephenne_harding@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Aug 05 2015 13:59:59 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: "Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>, Neil
Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>

CC:

Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>, "Beaudreau,
Tommy" <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>, Blake Androff
<blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>, Katherine Kelly
<kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Emily Beyer
<emily_beyer@ios.doi.gov>, Sarah Greenberger
<sarah_greenberger@ios.doi.gov>, John Blair
<john_blair@ios.doi.gov>, Sarah Neimeyer
<sarah_neimeyer@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Bishop letter coming on tribal meeting
Attachments: Scan0101.pdf

+Neil

Attached is the letter the delegation just sent on Land management in Utah, which covers
everything from San Juan County's vote yesterday, to Gov. Herbert's letter to the Gov't to
Gov't meeting a few weeks ago and finalizes with asking for no further conversation about
any national monument designation in the area.

Cheers,

Stephenne

On Wed, Aug 5, 2015 at 3:18 PM, Kershaw, Jessica <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

Great. 



On Wednesday, August 5, 2015, Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Agree completely. 

On Aug 5, 2015, at 2:53 PM, "Beaudreau, Tommy"
<<a>tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Sally knows what to say if she's asked.  We can talk about what should
go into a response letter, but I don't think we should be publicly
committing to do hearings right now.

On Wed, Aug 5, 2015 at 2:49 PM, Jessica Kershaw
<<a>jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Do we intend to do any more meetings here or have we been invited?

If not, perhaps she can say that she's happy to consider a public
discussion regarding the conservation vision for this area if thats what
the communities would like and she's invited to listen.

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 5, 2015, at 12:42 PM, Nicole Buffa
<<a>nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

For quick background:

- The meeting was a private government-to-government
meeting arranged at the request of southwestern tribes.
This Administration has demonstrated a commitment to
working with the public and Congress in making Federal
land management decisions.

- Our government-to-government meetings are typically not
open to the general public.

- To date, the Administration has not been asked to attend
a public meeting about recent conservation proposals in
Utah.  [Would like to confirm this, but I think that's right]

- On June 15th, the Navajo Tribal Council, Hopi Tribal
Council, Pueblo de Cochiti Tribal Council, Ysleta del Sur
Pueblo Tribal Council, and Pueblo of Zuni Tribal Council
invited several Administration officials, specifically: BLM
Director Neil Kornze, USFS Chief Tom Tidwell, NPS
Director Jon Jarvis, and Assistant Secretary Kevin
Washburn, to attend the 2nd Bears Ears Intertribal
Gathering in San Juan County, UT.

-----Original Message-----



From: Stephenne Harding
[<a>mailto:stephenne_harding@ios.doi.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, August 05, 2015 2:36 PM
To: Blake J Androff; Katherine Kelly; Jessica Kershaw;
Emily Beyer; Nicole Buffa; sarah_greenberger; Tommy
Beaudreau; John Blair; Sarah Neimeyer
Subject: Bishop letter coming on tribal meeting

I just got a heads up from staff that there will be a letter
from bishop/Chaffetz on the government to government
meeting that was held a few weeks ago asserting that we
should have open and public mets.

they will be pushing it to media today.  I don't want Sally to
be caught off guard so flagging now and will send along
when I have a copy.

Sent from my iPhone

-- 
Jessica Kershaw
Senior Adviser & Press Secretary
U.S. Dept of the Interior
@DOIPressSec
202-208-6416

-- 
Stephenne Harding
Deputy Director
Congressional and Legislative Affairs
Department of the Interior
Stephenne Harding@ios.doi.gov 
202-208-6174 (desk)
202-341-8080 (cell)
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"Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Aug 05 2015 10:55:08 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Jessica Kershaw <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>

CC: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>,
Blake Androff <Blake_Androff@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Editorial: If Utahns don’t act, Obama should protect Utah’s
amazing places

Please flag this Trib editorial that just published early this morning for SJ when she has a
moment, Jessica. Thanks!

http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/2802667-155/editorial-if-utahns-dont-act-obama

Editorial: If Utahns don’t act, Obama should protect Utah’s amazing places If Utahns don’t
act,Obama should 

In his 2014 State of the Union address, President Barack Obama made clear his intention
to use the 1906 Antiquities Act to create national monuments. In Utah, the gauntlet was
down. This week, Gov. Gary Herbert restated the fears of Utah’s GOP leaders by writing
a personal letter to Obama. “As governor of the state of Utah, I write today to strongly
urge you not to use unilateral executive authority to designate a national monument in
Utah.” Herbert is asking the president to let a process initiated in 2013 by Rep. Rob
Bishop determine the fate of public lands throughout eastern Utah. The Bishop process,
also supported by Rep. Jason Chaffetz, is an attempt to get county officials, the oil and
gas industries and environmental groups to the table, and avoid a national monument
designation. Bishop and Herbert surely realize that many Utahns don’t share their angst
of the president’s legacy of conservation, one he bolstered last month by creating three
new national monuments in Nevada, California and Texas. Some fear, but others hope,
that Utah is next. Also, it is a sure bet that many Salt Lake City visitors attending this
week’s Outdoor Retailer Summer Market will take issue with Herbert’s preemptive
attempt. The need for more protection is apparent: Traffic jams at Arches and
Canyonlands; packed shuttles at Zion. In the recent Envision Utah survey of almost
53,000 residents, 83 percent want more state and national parks. Herbert’s letter comes
immediately after official teeth gnashing over a meeting between Interior Department
administrators and tribal leaders in southeastern Utah. A Native American coalition seeks
federal protections for almost 2 million acres of wild lands filled with archaeological riches
known as Bears Ears. The governor says any protections should come from a “Ground up,



open, public” process. The Navajo  led coalition is nothing if not “ground up.” Herbert wants
to avoid the Bill Clinton surprise, when the former president created Grand Staircase
Escalante National Monument. He prefers what Sen. Bob Bennett and Rep. Jim
Matheson accomplished in 2009, when 40,000 acres in southwestern Utah were
exchanged. The federal government got state parcels with wilderness qualities; the state
received federal lands with energy potential. That process had broad support from local
and state officials as well as environmental groups. So far, there is little evidence that
those diverse interests will make their way to the table in Bishop’s Public Lands Initiative.
Barack Obama’s pressure is reasonable and appropriate. If Utah’s elected officials can’t,
or won’t, protect Utah’s amazing places, then Mr. President, wield your pen. Protect them
for Utahns, and for all Americans. 

© Copyright 2015 The Salt Lake Tribune. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior
202-219-3861
nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov

"Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Aug 05 2015 11:17:16 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

CC: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>,
Blake Androff <Blake_Androff@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Editorial: If Utahns don’t act, Obama should protect
Utah’s amazing places

We did earlier today. No worries!

On Wednesday, August 5, 2015, Buffa, Nicole <nicole buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Please flag this Trib editorial that just published early this morning for SJ when she has
a moment, Jessica. Thanks!

http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/2802667-155/editorial-if-utahns-dont-act-obama

Editorial: If Utahns don’t act, Obama should protect Utah’s amazing places If Utahns
don’t act,Obama should 

In his 2014 State of the Union address, President Barack Obama made clear his



intention to use the 1906 Antiquities Act to create national monuments. In Utah, the
gauntlet was down. This week, Gov. Gary Herbert restated the fears of Utah’s GOP
leaders by writing a personal letter to Obama. “As governor of the state of Utah, I write
today to strongly urge you not to use unilateral executive authority to designate a
national monument in Utah.” Herbert is asking the president to let a process initiated in
2013 by Rep. Rob Bishop determine the fate of public lands throughout eastern Utah.
The Bishop process, also supported by Rep. Jason Chaffetz, is an attempt to get
county officials, the oil and gas industries and environmental groups to the table, and
avoid a national monument designation. Bishop and Herbert surely realize that many
Utahns don’t share their angst of the president’s legacy of conservation, one he
bolstered last month by creating three new national monuments in Nevada, California
and Texas. Some fear, but others hope, that Utah is next. Also, it is a sure bet that
many Salt Lake City visitors attending this week’s Outdoor Retailer Summer Market will
take issue with Herbert’s preemptive attempt. The need for more protection is apparent:
Traffic jams at Arches and Canyonlands; packed shuttles at Zion. In the recent
Envision Utah survey of almost 53,000 residents, 83 percent want more state and
national parks. Herbert’s letter comes immediately after official teeth gnashing over a
meeting between Interior Department administrators and tribal leaders in southeastern
Utah. A Native American coalition seeks federal protections for almost 2 million acres
of wild lands filled with archaeological riches known as Bears Ears. The governor says
any protections should come from a “Ground up, open, public” process. The Navajo  led
coalition is nothing if not “ground up.” Herbert wants to avoid the Bill Clinton surprise,
when the former president created Grand Staircase Escalante National Monument. He
prefers what Sen. Bob Bennett and Rep. Jim Matheson accomplished in 2009, when
40,000 acres in southwestern Utah were exchanged. The federal government got state
parcels with wilderness qualities; the state received federal lands with energy potential.
That process had broad support from local and state officials as well as environmental
groups. So far, there is little evidence that those diverse interests will make their way to
the table in Bishop’s Public Lands Initiative. Barack Obama’s pressure is reasonable
and appropriate. If Utah’s elected officials can’t, or won’t, protect Utah’s amazing
places, then Mr. President, wield your pen. Protect them for Utahns, and for all
Americans. 

© Copyright 2015 The Salt Lake Tribune. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior
202-219-3861
nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov

-- 
Jessica Kershaw
Senior Adviser & Press Secretary



U.S. Dept of the Interior
@DOIPressSec
202-208-6416
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Briefing Book Material for Utah: 8/4-6/15

Attachments:

/28. Briefing Book Material for Utah: 8/4-6/15/1.1 8 5 15_12pm_Roundtable
Discussion with Outdoor Industry Leaders.docx
/28. Briefing Book Material for Utah: 8/4-6/15/1.2 8 5 15_2pm_Deseret News
Editorial Board.docx
/28. Briefing Book Material for Utah: 8/4-6/15/1.3 8 5 15_2pm_Attachment
1_Deseret News Editorial Board.pdf
/28. Briefing Book Material for Utah: 8/4-6/15/1.4 8 5 15_2pm_Attachment 2 Park
Info_Deseret News Editorial Board.pdf
/28. Briefing Book Material for Utah: 8/4-6/15/1.5 8 5 15_2pm_Attachment 3 By
the Numbers_Deseret News Editorial Board.docx
/28. Briefing Book Material for Utah: 8/4-6/15/1.6 8 5 15_4pm_NBC
Interview.docx
/28. Briefing Book Material for Utah: 8/4-6/15/1.7 8 5 15_4pm_Attachment 1_NBC
Interview.pdf
/28. Briefing Book Material for Utah: 8/4-6/15/1.8 8 5 15_630pm_Dinner with Amy
Roberts.docx
/28. Briefing Book Material for Utah: 8/4-6/15/1.9 8 5 15_9pm_Meeting with
Governor Herbert.docx
/28. Briefing Book Material for Utah: 8/4-6/15/1.10 8 5 15_9pm_Attachment
1_Meeting with Governor Herbert.pdf
/28. Briefing Book Material for Utah: 8/4-6/15/1.11 8 5 15_9pm_Attachment
2_Meeting with Governor Herbert.pdf
/28. Briefing Book Material for Utah: 8/4-6/15/1.12 8 5 15_9pm_Attachment
3_Meeting with Governor Herbert.pdf
/28. Briefing Book Material for Utah: 8/4-6/15/1.13 8 6 15_8am_Hike with Mayor
Becker.doc
/28. Briefing Book Material for Utah: 8/4-6/15/1.14 8 6 15_8am_Attachment
1_Hike with Mayor Becker.pdf
/28. Briefing Book Material for Utah: 8/4-6/15/1.15 8 6 15_8am_Attachment
2_Hike with Mayor Becker.doc.docx
/28. Briefing Book Material for Utah: 8/4-6/15/1.16 8 6 15_8am_Attachment
3_Hike with Mayor Becker.pdf
/28. Briefing Book Material for Utah: 8/4-6/15/1.17 8 6 15_11am_50 Cities Salt
Lake City Announcement.docx
/28. Briefing Book Material for Utah: 8/4-6/15/1.18 8 6 15_11am_TPs_50 Cities
Salt Lake City Announcement.docx

"Wagner-Oveson, Lindsey" <lindsey_wagner-oveson@ios.doi.gov>



From: "Wagner-Oveson, Lindsey" <lindsey_wagner-
oveson@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Tue Aug 04 2015 13:20:28 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Sally Jewell <srj2@ios.doi.gov>

CC:

Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>,
Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>, Katherine Rupp
<katherine_rupp@ios.doi.gov>, Molly Click
<molly_click@ios.doi.gov>, Emily Porcari
<emily_porcari@fws.gov>, Lindsey Wagner-Oveson
<lindsey_wagner-oveson@ios.doi.gov>, Jessica Kershaw
<jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>, Kerry McNellis
<kerry_mcnellis@ios.doi.gov>, Sarah Greenberger
<sarah_greenberger@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Briefing Book Material for Utah: 8/4-6/15

Attachments:

8 5 15_12pm_Roundtable Discussion with Outdoor Industry
Leaders.docx 8 5 15_2pm_Deseret News Editorial
Board.docx 8 5 15_2pm_Attachment 1_Deseret News
Editorial Board.pdf 8 5 15_2pm_Attachment 2 Park
Info_Deseret News Editorial Board.pdf 8 5
15_2pm_Attachment 3 By the Numbers_Deseret News
Editorial Board.docx 8 5 15_4pm_NBC Interview.docx 8 5
15_4pm_Attachment 1_NBC Interview.pdf 8 5
15_630pm_Dinner with Amy Roberts.docx 8 5
15_9pm_Meeting with Governor Herbert.docx 8 5
15_9pm_Attachment 1_Meeting with Governor Herbert.pdf
8 5 15_9pm_Attachment 2_Meeting with Governor
Herbert.pdf 8 5 15_9pm_Attachment 3_Meeting with
Governor Herbert.pdf 8 6 15_8am_Hike with Mayor
Becker.doc 8 6 15_8am_Attachment 1_Hike with Mayor
Becker.pdf 8 6 15_8am_Attachment 2_Hike with Mayor
Becker.doc.docx 8 6 15_8am_Attachment 3_Hike with
Mayor Becker.pdf 8 6 15_11am_50 Cities Salt Lake City
Announcement.docx 8 6 15_11am_TPs_50 Cities Salt Lake
City Announcement.docx

Secretary Jewell:

Attached are the briefing materials for your time in Utah. These have been uploaded to
Google Drive (4-6 August 2015 Utah) as well.

This does not include information for your calls to Governors tomorrow. That will come
directly from Sarah Greenberger. As soon as I have, I will upload.

Given the number of items in your Read Folder, I have left those items off this email. I
have also left off photos of Little Mountain Bullhog, the site of your NBC interview
tomorrow afternoon. All of this material is on Google Drive and in your hard copy book. 

Safe travels,  
Lindsey



-- 
Lindsey Wagner-Oveson
Special Assistant to the Secretary
Department of the Interior
202-208-2977 (o)
202-834-1598 (c)
lindsey wagner-oveson@ios.doi.gov
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EVENT MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY 
 

DESERET NEWS EDITORIAL BOARD DISCUSSION 
  

DATE:         Wednesday, August 5, 2015 
LOCATION:   8th floor boardroom of the Deseret Management Corporation 

55 North 300 West, Salt Lake City, Utah 84101 
TIME:  2:00pm - 2:30pm MT 
FROM:         Jessica Kershaw, Press Secretary, 202-669-0968 
 

I. PURPOSE 
 
The primary purpose of this interview is for you to discuss the BLM/USFS sagebrush 
conservation efforts, specifically as it relates to the Utah state plan, to address threats to the 
greater sage-grouse and support sustainable economic development in the state.  An ideal 
outcome would be an editorial that says: the plans and overall conservation efforts are the best 
path forward for Utah’s outdoors and economy. 
  
We’d suggest you use your time to: 
 

● Discuss the three legs of the stool and how all three are critical to address threats to the 
greater sage-grouse: 1) strong state plans, 2) strong conservation actions on state and 
private lands, and 3) comprehensive wildfire strategy. 

● Directly address concerns that the plans will halt development in the West. 
● Explain why legislative efforts to delay the plans and FWS decision are counter-

productive and will deny much-needed certainty to states, businesses. 
● Remind them about the FWS recent decision on bi-state sage-grouse (ie. what’s possible 

when everyone comes to the table) 
 

II. AGENDA 
 
This is an interview with the editorial board of the Deseret News and it also includes KSL-TV 
and KSL radio members because KSL and Deseret News have a news sharing agreement. You 
should expect to offer opening remarks at the top and then spend the remainder of the 15 minutes 
fielding questions. Realistically, the balance of the conversation will likely focus on a handful of 
other hot/off topics. You should expect that the entire conversation will be on the record and will 
be used to inform future pieces on DOI-related topics including federal land management and 
sage grouse conservation. 
 

III. PARTICIPANTS 
 

● You 
● Staff: Sarah Greenberger, Jessica Kershaw 
● Paul S. Edwards, Editor & Publisher, Deseret News  
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Paul Edwards is the editor of the Deseret New s. Previously, Edwards has served as executive 
vice president and provost at Southern Virginia University, as the president of the Mercatus 
Center at George Mason University, and as vice president for academic affairs at the Institute for 
Humane Studies. Edwards holds a doctorate in jurisprudence and social policy and law degree 
from the University of California, Berkeley. He graduated with university honors from Brigham 
Young University. 

● Darrell Brown, President, Bonneville International

Brown has been president of Bonneville International ( a broadcasting company)  since 2013. H e 
has served on various executive boards in San Diego and Denver, including the Chamber of 
Commerce, United Way, and the Boy Scouts of America. He currently serves on the Primary 
Children’ s Hospital Board in Salt Lake City.

● Am yJoi  O ’ Donohue, Environmental Reporter, Deseret News

O’ Donoghue covers land, air, water and energy development. She has been at Deseret New s 
since 1998, previously reporting on city and state government, health, and crime and courts. 
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● Burk e Olsen, General Manager, DeseretNews.com

Olsen joined the Deseret New s in December, 2012 . He previously worked as content director. 
Before coming to Deseret New s he was a V P of communications and marketing at Southern 
Virginia University, and spent three years at the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life.

● Tanya V ea, VP & General Manager, KSL

Vea has been at KSL-TV since 201 0. S he had worked as V P station manager since April 2014 
and assumed her current position in March 2015.

● Doug Wi lks, Managing Editor, Deseret Media Companies News Division

Wilks oversees the News Division for the Deseret New s in Salt Lake City, K SL-TV, KSL-FM 
and K SL-AM radio. He has been Managing Editor since January 2012. He has had more than 2 5 
years journalism experience, including positions at the New  York  Times, the Santa R osa P ress 
Dem ocrat, and the Deseret New s.

, G eneral Manager, DeseretNews.com

, V P &  G eneral Manager, K SL
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● Nadine Wim mer, Anchor, K SL-TV

Wimmer has previously been a weekend anchor, a political reporter, an education reporter, and a 
producer. She has worked for Deseret News Media Companies for more than 25  years.

● Shery l Worsley , News Director, KSL Radio

Worsley has worked at KSL for 16 ye ars. In 20 04, s he won an Edward R. Murrow award for 
Best News Reporting based on a story she did on children affected by drugs.

● Doug Wr ight, K SL Radio talk show host

Wright has over 40 ye ars in the broadcast industry, mostly at KSL Radio. He hosts the weekday 
Doug Wright Show on political and current events, and the K SL Movie show every Friday.

● Spencer Hall, News Director, K SL.com      
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● Candice Madsen, Senior Producer, K SL-TV and Deseret New s National Edition

IV. UT AH  NUMBE RS

Ownership  of Total Habitat: 
56% Federal
34% private
10% state and local

Federally-managed Priority/General as % o f State:
PHMA is 5% of the state - 2.8 million acres (of that <1% of the state is SFA - 228,500 a cres)
GHMA is 1% of the state - 583,000 acres

Potential INSIDE Priority Hab itat: 
98% of PHMA is low potential for oil, 91% of GHMA is low potential for natural gas
99% is low to medium potential for wind

Potential OUTSIDE Priority  Habitat:
99% of lands that have medium to high potential for oil and 96% with medium to high potential 
for natural gas are outside of PHMA

94% of lands with high wind speeds are outside of PHMA

(Note there are areas of development interest for oil and gas in general habitat.  The BLM plans 
in Utah defer to the existing plans to govern this development but require conservation measures 
including appropriate lek buffers are considered at the project approval stage. That is the current 
source of tension with the state who think the sage grouse plans should have no requirements for 
GHMA beyond mitigation since 95% of their birds are in PHMA).

Locatable Minerals:
Approximately 99%  of hard rock mining locations within the state occur outside of SFAs

V. UT AH  HOT-TOPIC ISSUE S

Alton Coal
Some Utahns are concerned that the greater sage-grouse plan amendment will put an end to 
proposed coal proj ects like the Alton Coal lease on public lands in Kane County Utah.  W hat 
effect will the sage-grouse plan amendment have on the proposed Alton Coal proj ect?
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● Part of the BLM’s mission - multiple use; sustained yield. Sage-grouse plans are perfect 
example of how the BLM is working to manage mineral resource development alongside 
smart conservation-related mitigation measures. 

 
● The draft supplemental environmental impact statement (EIS) for the proposed Alton 

coal project was released in June and is open for public review and comment - likely until 
mid-September.  
 

● The proposed greater sage-grouse land use plan amendment does NOT preclude surface 
coal mining, but includes measures to minimize habitat loss and indirect effects from 
mineral development. 

 
● All future actions will need to be consistent with these measures. The analysis in the draft 

supplemental EIS helps to ensure that is the case for the project. 
 

● If needed: One important component of the Supplemental Draft EIS is determining 
whether the project complies with the BLM's ‘unsuitability’ regulations.  The BLM has 
found the area unsuitable for surface mining based on the presence of sage-grouse leks 
and habitat, and therefore must take a hard look at the long term impacts of the project on 
the species in deciding how to proceed with the project 

  
Recapture Canyon 
A number of public figures in Utah have suggested the BLM acted illegally when it closed 
Recapture Canyon to ATV use in 2007, also alleging that that the May 2014 ride into closed 
portions of the canyon failed to cause significant resource damage.  Why has it taken the BLM 
so long to process San Juan County’s application for an ATV ROW in Recapture Canyon, and 
do their statements have any merit?  
 

● Recapture Canyon contains unique archaeological resources, including ancient, 
irreplaceable rock art, culturally significant to Ancestral Puebloans. 

  
● Following the illegal ride in May 2014, the BLM hired an independent archaeologist to 

conduct a full survey of the area where the ride occurred and to document the findings in 
a detailed report that is part of the court records.  The findings were clear—resource 
damage had been done. 

  
● The report has not been released for public review due to its inclusion and use in the 

ongoing litigation.  When it is appropriate to do so and the Department of Justice 
concurs, the BLM will release to the public a version of the report that has been redacted 
to protect sensitive archaeological site location information. 

  
● If pressed: For some time, the BLM has been actively working in an on-going 

environmental assessment analyzing the impacts associated with San Juan County’s 
application for a Recapture Canyon ATV trail.   



7 
8/4/2015 9:32 AM 
 

○ This has taken longer than normal due to, among other things, illegal trail 
building activities in the canyon, submission of revised applications, and even the 
illegal May 2014 ride.   

 
○ The BLM recognizes Recapture’s importance to the community and to tribal 

people throughout the region and continues to work diligently on completing the 
analysis. 
 

Do you think it’s appropriate that Governor Herbert is donating $10,000 from his campaign 
coffers to Lyman’s defense? 
 

● Unfortunate that this issue has become political football.  At the heart of it is how we 
responsibly manage lands to allow for recreation, but also protect ancient resources.   

 
● The BLM manages for multiple use - that doesn’t mean every use on every acre.  Believe 

that we acted appropriately, and that the record will bear that out. 
 

● Heartened that Herbert’s office stated unequivocally that they are ‘not supportive of 
[Lyman] breaking the law.’  So I will take them at their word. 

 
 
National Parks Air Quality Concerns 
The National Park Service is pressing state environmental regulators to crack down on 
emissions at two coal-fired power plants to improve air quality and views in the state’s 5 
national parks. At the same time, the Director admitted to the Congressional members 
recently that he doesn’t think a number of parks (nationwide) meet the emissions 
requirements by other states and that 77 park units are located in counties that would not 
meet the EPA’s proposed National Ambient Air Quality Standards for ozone. What effect 
will the proposed EPA regulations have on the national parks? 
 

● Pollutants in our national parks are generally the result of activity outside parks 
boundaries. 

 
● The Clean Air Act, and other regulatory efforts, are working and air quality is improving 

in national parks, but more needs to be done because air pollution impacts all national 
parks and the visitor experience. 

 
● Criticism about the air quality in the national parks highlights the need for the responsible 

air quality regulation, which I understand the EPA is working on. 
 

● EPA intends to propose revisions to the Regional Haze Rule in January 2016.  The Air 
Resources Division has been working with EPA, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and 
U.S. Forest Service on these proposed revisions. 

 
● If pressed about the document request:  NPS Director Jarvis recently received a 

document request from the House majority. The NPS sent a detailed response on 
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Monday, July 27, 2015.  The NPS is cooperating with Congress, and is currently working 
on providing additional information as requested. 

 
Public Lands Initiative(s) 
A number of western states have legislation pending or passed that would transfer federal land 
back to the states.  Would you be willing to consider those proposals? 
 

● Aside from the serious legal and constitutional issues with these proposals, it’s important 
to note that public lands belong to all Americans 

○ Transfer would risk losing access to lands that, for generations, people have 
fished, hunted, hiked, found solitude 

 
● Misguided effort that doesn’t take into account full benefits – or costs – of managing 

public lands 
○ Benefits:  National Parks, public lands = huge economic engines for communities 
○ Costs: Wildfires, Invasive species, lost PILT payments 

 
● Happy to have thoughtful discussions about achieving balanced management – but not 

open to selling off public lands to the highest bidder 
 
Congressman Bishop and Chaffetz are said to be close to unveiling their public lands bill.  
Have you seen it and are you willing to support it? 
 

● Appreciate the spirit of what the Congressmen are doing 
○ We should be having meaningful, local dialogues about what lands need 

protection and how we achieve balanced management 
○  I look forward to learning more about the legislation as it moves forward 

 
If pressed – Have you met with them? Would you support it? 

● Have had a number of conversations with Bishop about his efforts since I’ve been in this 
job. 

 
● Happy to have thoughtful discussions about achieving balanced management – but have 

also made clear I’m not open to bargains that tinker with the President’s authority or 
block access to public lands that belong to all of us. 

 
Bears Ears 
The Department recently joined a tribal meeting in UT related to the Bears Ears area. Many 
folks think you’re planning to announce a new national monument here - and that you’re 
doing it under the cloak of secrecy because the meeting was noticed or open to the public. 
What’s going on with Bears Ears?  

● The Obama Administration is committed to engaging in meaningful government-to-
government dialogue on a wide range of issues of importance to Indian country - and that 
includes any substantive visions for conservation of their lands. 
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● A number of southwest tribes have been working on the Bears Ears conservation 
proposal for the last five years and these tribes have asked for an on-the-ground meeting 
with the Department of the Interior for several months. 

 
● Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs Kevin Washburn attended a meeting in July at the 

invitation of the tribes to engage in government-to-government dialogue on conservation 
priorities for the tribes in the greater four corners region. He was joined by U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Deputy Under Secretary for Natural Resources & 
Environment Butch Blazer, National Park Service Director Jon Jarvis, and Bureau of 
Land Management Deputy Director Steve Ellis.  

 
● The meeting is part of the Administration's ongoing commitment to engaging in 

meaningful government-to-government dialogue on issues of importance to Indian 
Country. 

 
Does this meeting take the place of the on-the-ground public meetings that the Administration 
has typically held in the run-up to major conservation announcements? 

● This meeting is a private government-to-government meeting arranged at the request of 
southwestern tribes.  

 
● This Administration has demonstrated a commitment to working with the public and 

Congress in making Federal land management decisions.  
 

● To date, there have not been any other conversations related to conservation proposals in 
Utah. 

 
Arches National Park Traffic Congestion 
Overcrowding in National Parks is a narrative that seems to be gaining ground in some parts 
of the country. For example, Arches National Park has been engaging local communities in 
Traffic Congestion Planning and has proposed a controversial ‘timed entry’ system, in which 
visitors could sign up for an entry time to the park online, in advance of their visit. Do you 
think this is the right way to manage the issue of overcrowding in parks? 
 

● A timed entry system would enable the park to balance park capacity with park use, 
provide for visitor enjoyment, and keep the park resources and features visitors come to 
see intact.  

 
● The advantages of such a system are that it gives visitors certainty of an entry to the park, 

saves visitors a long line and wait at the gate, and it gives visitors a reasonable 
expectation that once in the park they can explore at will and find parking where they 
want it.  Its also relatively inexpensive and flexible enough to adjust to changing 
conditions.  
 

VI.ATTACHMENTS  
 

• Recent DOI-Related editorials (below) 
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• Off-topic Q&A (below) 
• Jarvis letter to Chairman Bishop (attachment 1) 
• Utah Parks Information (attachment 2) 
• Utah Parks By the Numbers (attachment 3) 

 
 

RECENT DESERET NEWS EDITORIALS ON DOI-RELATED TOPICS 
 
In our opinion: Don't let 50-year-old Land and Water Conservation Fund program dry up 
Deseret News // June 30, 2015 
Visit 98 percent of counties in the United States and you will see some evidence of the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund in place, but maybe not for long. The LWCF will expire on the last 
day of September unless Congress reauthorizes the 50-year-old program. 
 
Only once has the public, state and national water and parks program been reauthorized to its 
original congressional amount of $900 million — an amount Congress can change — even 
though it has generated billions in revenue. As young professionals and families continue 
moving to urban areas, parks and outdoor recreation areas remain a serious need. 
 
Parks are invaluable to urban areas. They bring in tourism dollars, improve nearby property 
value, generate a sense of public safety, encourage physical activity and create local jobs. Nature 
spots can even be used to improve an area’s infrastructure. 
 
Philadelphia is investing $2 billion into development of green infrastructure, which will collect 
85 percent of the city’s stormwater. The alternative is to spend $16 billion on underground pipes 
and tunnels, according to “A Smart Investment for America’s Economy,” an LWCF booklet 
published by the City Parks Alliance. 
 
Philadelphia is among many urban cities in the U.S. that take advantage of LWCF funds year 
after year. In the springtime, each state receives an appropriation of annual LWCF funds. For 
example, in 2010, Utah had an appropriation of about $480,000. To use the money, Utah’s 
government, either at the state or local levels, has to first come up with the money for a project, 
after which the LWCF money matches it. 
 
The program also has a federal side where it protects national parks and wildlife preserves, 
among other areas. The LWCF has even helped Congress when in a pinch — since 1965, 
Congress has diverted more than $18 billion for unintended purposes. 
 
Congress members should not be the LWCF’s only fans, though; taxpayers don’t pay into the 
LWCF. Funding comes from royalties from offshore oil and gas companies drilling on the Outer 
Continental Shelf — one depleting resource supports the conservation of another. 
 
When used correctly, the funds do more than just make a new green space. Greenville, South 
Carolina, for instance, has completely revitalized its downtown thanks to the LWCF. In 2004, 
Greenville constructed Falls Park on the Reedy River for $13 million. By 2006, the city boasted 
nearly $100 million in additional private investments. 
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Salt Lake City has also received more than $1.7 million in LWCF grants for projects like 
Sugarhouse Park and the Jordan River Parkway Trail. LWCF money has gone to support more 
than 450 projects totaling more than $48 million in the state. 
 
Utah provides a strong voice in the LWCF reauthorization. Salt Lake City Mayor Ralph Becker, 
who is a member of the Mayors for Parks Coalition, recently signed a resolution with 22 other 
mayors, urging Congress to act before the LWCF expires. This is not the first time Becker has 
been heavily involved in parks projects. It’s due time Congress considers reauthorizing the 
LWCF for the full $900 million. 
 
In our opinion: Be cautious, but not overly so, when regulating fracking for oil production 
Deseret News // June 15, 2015 
The United States has surpassed Saudi Arabia and Russia to become the world’s biggest oil 
producer. The effect of this boom is difficult to overstate. It has fueled a much-needed economic 
resurgence and, perhaps most importantly, has given the nation a measure of energy self-reliance 
that could dramatically limit the power of despots and tyrants in the world’s other oil-rich 
nations. 
 
This resurgence was unthinkable only a few years ago, but has been made possible to a large 
degree by hydraulic fracking, a drilling technique that involves fracturing the earth far below the 
surface using chemicals and pressure. 
 
From an environmental standpoint, this has been a controversial practice. But a recently released 
study by the EPA, while certainly not the final word on the subject, signals that the practice 
ought to continue. It should, however, be regulated to ensure it is done properly in order to 
safeguard water supplies. 
 
The EPA study included several peer-reviewed scientific reports. It also examined 3,500 studies 
and data sources previously published on the subject. It then concluded there is no evidence to 
suggest fracking has caused any widespread contamination of drinking water. While fracking 
has, in some instances, fouled water supplies, those instances were insignificant in comparison to 
the overall number of fracking wells, which grew by 25,000 to 30,000 each year between 2011 
and 2014, and is still growing today. 
 
The EPA report is one of those rare studies that both sides of the environmental divide have 
seized on to support their causes. Environmentalists have the hardest time doing so, having to 
argue that the report is incomplete. But they also note that it supports their thesis that the practice 
can indeed harm water supplies. 
 
Gas and oil interests argue the report ought to be evidence enough for them to proceed without 
any further government interference. 
 
Reality lies somewhere in the middle, but certainly closer to the side of the energy producers. 
Fracking, done properly and with the proper techniques and safety valves, is a vital tool that will 
push the nation’s economy forward while protecting national security. 
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It won’t destroy ISIS or remove the threats to peace posed by al-Qaida-linked terrorists, but it 
will reduce U.S. reliance on oil from the Middle East, which may force the wealthy monarchs 
who control power in parts of that region to confront the need for more democratic reforms. 
 
Utah, a state rich in underground reserves, stands to profit from further energy extraction, as 
well. The report ought to bolster the state’s pending legal challenge against the Bureau of Land 
Management, which has tried to impose federal regulations that duplicate those already imposed 
by the state. 
 
As the report demonstrates, regulations are important. Duplication, however, is unnecessary. 
 
Despite efforts by cartels to destroy the U.S. energy boom through lower prices, production 
continues. Given the benefits of this resurgence, governments should regulate wisely and in such 
a way as to not hamper the nation’s new favorable position. 
 
In our opinion: With oil prices dropping, Utah's taking control of federal lands isn't the best 
option available 
Deseret News // December 9, 2014 
By coincidence, a 784-page state-commissioned study on the viability of Utah taking control of 
all federal land within its borders was released on the same week U.S. crude fell to $65.69 per 
barrel. That price still is dropping. 
 
Proponents of the land transfer, which is mandated by a 2012 state law but isn’t likely to get 
beyond the objections of Washington, would find this coincidence unfortunate. It is, rather, 
instructive — and cautionary. 
 
Oil prices have fluctuated greatly through the years, generally returning to higher averages. 
However, U.S. energy extraction has added a new wrinkle to this equation through newly refined 
technologies such as fracking, enabling greater production from shale that has begun to flood the 
world’s supply. Middle Eastern oil cartels are desperately trying to maintain market share by 
letting prices fall. Their hope is to force U.S. producers out of business as low prices make 
production unprofitable. 
 
But the outcome of this strategy is unknown. The cartels never have felt this kind of pressure 
before. Producers in the U.S. and Canada, some experts say, can remain profitable at prices as 
low as $25 a barrel. 
 
However, what is known — thanks to the thoroughness of the state-commissioned report 
produced by researchers at the University of Utah and Utah State University — is that a state 
takeover of public land cannot be profitable with oil prices so low. 
 
If oil were to stabilize at $92 per barrel on average, the state would make hundreds of millions of 
dollars per year from the transfer. But, the report said, an average as low as $62 per barrel could 
result in huge losses for Utah taxpayers. 
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The report contains much useful information that puts federal control of roughly 65 percent of 
Utah’s land in perspective. Even the economic growth stimulated by federal ownership 
evaporates in 20 of the state’s 29 counties where that ownership exceeds 40 to 45 percent. 
 
However, state leaders ought to think a little more carefully about whether they want to head into 
the uncertain and potentially stormy waters of assuming management of 31.2 million more acres. 
Wresting control of the land from Washington likely would be a difficult and costly process, and 
oil prices could make victory even more costly. 
 
In a recent speech, former Interior secretary Gale Norton said states ought to look instead at 
“sophisticated approaches that can provide benefits that are more obvious to the public.” 
 
Fortunately, Utah already has shown how this can be done. 
 
Difficult negotiating processes led by Rep. Rob Bishop resulted in a recent agreement in Daggett 
County among major stakeholders, including environmentalists and county residents. If approved 
by Congress, this would lead to intelligent land swaps that help all sides without focusing on 
traditional political rhetoric, which is debilitating to this process. 
 
It is understandably frustrating to all with interests in the stewardship of public lands how the 
priorities of the federal “landlord” seem to change with each new administration. Some have 
argued that state ownership could reduce that variability. But negotiating thoughtful and legally 
binding uses as between interests — as seems to be unfolding with the "Bishop bill" — may be 
“a sophisticated approach” that could reduce the capriciousness in administrative priorities. 
 
We also would suggest Utah begin to levy a severance tax on coal production. Its refusal to do so 
for competitive reasons rings hollow when next-door Wyoming levies 3.5 percent on 
underground coal and 7 percent on surface coal. Utah could charge a competitive rate, enhancing 
its coffers while not hurting its market position. 
 
The state law that demands ownership of federal land is likely to end up as little more than a 
symbolic gesture. Even if successful, it would come with significant risk to Utah taxpayers. Why 
not put more energy into a process that could solve problems while gaining support from all 
sides? 
 
In our opinion: Federal land use policy preventing Utah energy independence 
Deseret News // August 29, 2014 
The national unemployment rate has been over 8 percent for three and a half years. Here in Utah, 
unemployment stands at 6 percent. While it's nice to be lower than the national average, it's 
startling to learn that our jobless rate is still twice as high North Dakota's. Why is that? 
 
One word: fracking. 
 
North Dakota's natural gas production and aggressive energy policy has created a sustained 
boom in their state economy. It has also created thousands of long-term, high-paying jobs, which 
is why their unemployment rate hasn't risen above 4.2 percent, despite the recent recession. 
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Well, it just so happens that we have plentiful natural resources here in the Beehive State. So 
why can't Utah pursue a similar strategy? Because of shifting federal land use policy. 
 
One of President Barack Obama's early official acts in office was to summarily cancel 77 of 
Utah's oil and gas leases on federal land. These leases had been in the works for the better part of 
a decade, but they were stripped away with a stroke of a pen. 
 
Not only did that harm Eastern Utah's energy-based economy, it also undermined the confidence 
of energy producers looking to the future. Since years of expensive preparations can be 
arbitrarily wiped out by the whims of Washington, oil and natural gas developers are now 
understandably reticent to risk their financial resources in such an uncertain regulatory 
environment. 
 
Because it would allow for increased regulatory flexibility and the potential for increased 
investment in energy production on Utah's public lands, we welcome the increased power and 
authority for state governments proposed in Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney's 
recently released comprehensive energy plan. 
 
Gov. Romney's proposal would give individual states leeway to develop their own individual 
energy policies unfettered by the interference of the federal government. It could unleash 
innovation across the country as state and local governments become free to pioneer policies that 
could make them competitive in seeking investment in energy jobs and the tax dollars that come 
along with them. 
 
What Gov. Romney's plan cannot fully address at this moment, however, is the inherent 
uncertainty of federal land-use planning. His plan is friendly to increased investment in energy 
production. But as long as the ownership of our resource-rich public lands rests with the federal 
government, a different president or Congress, acting as landlords, could undermine such 
investments with policies that serve a very different political agenda. 
 
Like Utah, North Dakota enjoys a bounty of natural resources. But unlike Utah, North Dakota's 
lands are not managed by a fickle federal landlord. We welcome Gov. Romney's thinking about 
increased flexibility in the management of federal lands. But until title itself is transferred, we 
fear that federal land use policy will be too uncertain and unreliable to attract the kind of 
meaningful long-term investments that could genuinely point toward energy independence. 
 
In our opinion: Endangered Species Act lost sight of its mission 
Deseret News // March 7, 2014 
When Congress passed the Endangered Species Act, it did so with the intent of preserving 
animal populations that were facing the possibility of extinction. That’s a noble goal, but the 
reality of its implementation has been very different from its intent. 
 
A recently released report from the Endangered Species Act Congressional Working Group, 
which evaluated the effects of the ESA and recommended improvements to the 40-year-old law, 
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found that the ESA has produced an “unacceptable” recovery rate of only 2 percent, and that less 
than 5 percent of the species still on the list are actually improving. That’s just not good enough. 
 
The problem seems to be that the ESA has lost sight of its original mission. Rather than focusing 
on the preservation of species, the law has become mired in what the group describes as a 
“litigation-driven model.” 
 
Utah Rep. Rob Bishop, who sits on the group, was more blunt, claiming that the ESA “has been 
co-opted by activist special interest groups as a tool to snuff out multiple use of our lands and 
resources." 
 
This becomes especially problematic for the state of Utah, as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
is considering adding the sage grouse to the endangered species list. Utah Gov. Gary Herbert 
estimates that listing the sage grouse could cost Utah more than $41 billion in development of 
natural resources. Since the grouse can be found primarily on private and school trust lands, this 
would mean that the effect of a listing would be felt by a wide variety of stakeholders. Their 
activities would be hamstrung in accommodating the ESA’s stringent requirements. 
 
The irony in all this: the sage grouse population increased this past year. This would suggest that 
an ESA listing is unnecessary. Utah’s efforts to preserve the grouse have resulted in 350,000 
acres of improved grouse habitat. Federal government intervention on Utah's work to balance 
economic concerns with wildlife conservation would be an unnecessary and unwelcome 
intrusion into the process. 
 
Everyone recognizes the necessity of preserving endangered species, yet as a law, the 
Endangered Species Act has proven to be inadequate to the task. Conservation and multiple uses 
are not antithetical. Utah ought to be allowed to pursue both goals without federal interference. 
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● In the meantime, the safety and well-being of our employees remains a top priority.  The 

harassment and threats of public servants who are doing their job is extremely troubling 
and unacceptable.   

 
Fracking 
There are some communities and organizations working to ban fracking altogether – and 
there are others arguing it’s critical to the economy.  Where do you fall on fracking and 
whether it fits into the good or evil category? 

● Have personally fracked well 
 

● Technology helped unlock current energy boom 
 

● Can be done safely and responsibly; baseline regulations to protect water, public health 
 

● If-pressed on fracking lawsuit and time extension:  
○ The BLM is reviewing the decision with the Interior's Solicitor's office and the 

Dept of Justice 
○ The court just granted the Department additional time to assemble the required 

documents for their requested review  
○ While the matter is being resolved, the BLM will follow the Court's order and 

continue the work of leasing, processing permits, and inspecting well sites under 
its pre-existing regulations.  

 
ESA Reform 
Many places across the West are growing at fast rates – putting increasing pressure on our 
and, water and wildlife.  The ESA is already a four-letter word in some communities out West, 
but this dynamic will likely only get more contentious as things get more crowded.  What’s the 
path forward for making sure the ESA is an effective tool that works for people and wildlife? 

● Proactive, collaborative, landscape level efforts 
○ Ex: greater sage-grouse 

 
● Act has prevented 99% of the species listed from going extinct 

○ Serves as the critical safety net for wildlife that Congress intended when it passed 
the law 40 years ago 

 
● Have been taking some meaningful actions to propose updates and improve the flexibility 

of the ESA - announced this spring: 
○ Require petitioners to solicit info from relevant state wildlife agencies prior to 

submitting a petition to the Service  
○ Strengthen requirements for public disclosure of documents 
○ Incentivize voluntary conservation efforts 
○ Focus limited resources on activities that will be most impactful for recovering 

wildlife  
 
Carbon Tax 
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Can you comment on the possibility of a carbon tax following the President’s Climate Action 
Plan?  

● The President has called on Congress many times to act in a bipartisan fashion to 
establish market-based approach to cutting carbon pollution and tackling climate change; 
Congress has refused to act. 

 
● The President is focused on using all of the tools he has in hand to cut carbon pollution 

under his Climate Action Plan, including proposed carbon pollution standards for power 
plants. 

 
NPS Maintenance Backlog  
Some argue that we should spend money – like that from the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund – to address the national parks maintenance backlog, rather than investing in new land 
or national parks.  Do you agree? 

● Investments in parks, infrastructure, inholdings make good economic sense – so, let’s 
reauthorize LWCF! 

 
● Larger point: story of America is never finished.  As America’s storyteller, national park 

system should not be static (otherwise, we’d never celebrate Chavez, Tubman, LGBT) 
 

● National Park’s Centennial is incredible opportunity to connect to new generation 
 
 

### 
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EVENT MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY  
 

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION WITH OUTDOOR INDUSTRY LEADERS 
 
DATE:  Wednesday, August 5, 2015 
LOCATION: Marriott Executive Board Room - Second Floor 

Salt Lake Marriott Downtown at City Creek 
75 South West Temple 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84101 USA 

TIME:  12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. MDT 
FROM: David Jayo, Senior Advisor,  
 
I. PURPOSE 

 
The purpose of our meeting is to meet with potential funders within the Outdoor Industry to discuss 
the progress made around the youth initiative, Let’s Move! Outside, share importance and benefit to 
the industry, address any questions, and invite them to join the movement.  This lunch meeting is 
being hosted by CamelBak, The North Face and REI – our current supporters within the industry. 
 
 
II. PARTICIPANTS 

 
Sally McCoy, CamelBak   Jim Zwiers, Wolverine 
Todd Spaletto, The North Face  Gordon Seabury, Horny Toad 
Jerry Stritzke, REI    Scott Kerslake, Prana 
Tim Boyle, Columbia    Doug Freeman, Patagonia 
Roger Spatz, Eagle Creek   Steve Meineke, Keen 
Tom Barney, Osprey    Fred Clark, Thule 
Mark Martin, Marmot    Amy Roberts, OIA 
Catherine Walker, REI   Matt Compton, REI Board Member 
Ann Krcik, The North Face   David Jayo, DOI 
 
III. AGENDA 
 
Please see your trip schedule for latest agenda. If changes occur, your advance staff will update 
you on the ground.  
 
12:00 Welcoming Remarks & Introduction:  Sally McCoy 
12:03 You  
12:30 Q&A 
12:45 Closing Remarks: Sally McCoy, Todd Spaletto, Jerry Stritzke 
12:55 Adjourn 
 
IV. BIOGRAPHIES 
 
Sally McCoy, President & CEO, CamelBak 
 

(b) (6)
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Sally McCoy is not one to shy away from leadership roles. With over 20 y ears as an 
operating executive, she has touched and influenced many successful outdoor industry 
companies. Prior to receiving this year's Pioneering Woman Award, Sally' s leadership 
has been recognized by the O utdoor Industry Association, the O utdoor Industries 
Women’ s Coalition and Outside Magazine's Top Innovators of the Last 2 5 Years for 
her work developing women' s clothing and products for the outdoors.

Prior to joining CamelBak, Sally co-founded Silver Steep Partners, a financial advisory firm 
specializing exclusively in the specialty outdoor and active lifestyle industry, advising clients such 
as Eagle Creek, Montrail, and Helly Hansen. Before Silver Steep, Sally held positions as Vice 
President at The North Face and President of Sierra Designs and Ultimate Direction.

Sally is a true pioneer in the industry. Not only did she attend 1989's meeting that created the 
Conservation Alliance, she also served as its Board President. She was on the original Board of 
OIA, and later served as Board Chair. She also assisted the non-profit organization Silk for Life in 
creating a silk industry in the coca-growing region of Colombia.

Todd Sp aletto, T he N orth F ace, President, Americas

In J une 201 4, The North Face promoted Todd Spaletto to president, Americas. Todd 
joined V F in 1998 a nd has held senior leadership roles at J anSport and The North 
Face. Since 2004, he has served as The North Face vice president of sales, Americas 
and has been a key contributor in managing sales agencies and key accounts to 
achieve record sales results. Spaletto holds a Bachelor's degree in Kinesiology, 
Sports Marketing and Management from Indiana University.

Jerry Stritz ke, President & CEO, REI

In August 2 013, Recreational Equipment, Inc. (REI) named Jerry Stritzke as the 
company’ s president and CEO following an extensive national search.  Stritzke 
most recently served as president and COO for Coach, Inc.  Stritzke joined Coach 
in 2008 a nd helped guide the company through the recession years while 
profitably increasing sales from $2.6  to $5.1 bi llion.  The company’ s sales include 
global revenues from retail, e-commerce, and wholesale divisions.

Prior to joining Coach, Stritzke had an eight-year career with Limited Brands, Inc.  Limited Brands 
is the parent company of retail units that include Victoria ’ s Secret, Bath & Body Works, La Senza, 
and Henri Bendel.  Stritzke began his career at the Limited Brands in 1999 as the senior vice 
president of operations.  He then became the CEO of Mast Industries and oversaw all aspects of the 
apparel production and sourcing company.  In 20 06, S tritzke became Co-Leader and COO of 
Victoria ’ s Secret.  

Stritzke is trained as an attorney and worked in private practice before transitioning to a consulting 
firm specializing in retail.  An outdoor enthusiast, he enjoys hiking, fly fishing and rafting, and each 
year has a goal of summiting one of Colorado’ s 14,000 -foot mountain peaks.
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V. KEY FACTS 
While we have been successful at forging new private-public partnerships in support of our efforts 
to bring back the CCC for the 21st Century, we have yet to receive much support from the Outdoor 
Industry.  Early in our fundraising endeavors, we received support from CamelBak and The North 
Face, and they were recently joined by REI.   
 
VI. TALKING POINTS 

• Investing in youth is a priority for the entire Obama Administration 
• Interior is focused on preparing the next generation of outdoor enthusiasts, stewards and 

electorate 
• The Outdoor Industry will benefit from this work 
• Call to action: Bring back to the CCC without bureaucracy or concern for protecting turf 
• The Margin of Excellence vs. Margin of Survival 
• Real change and impact only possible through partnerships: commit to common vision 
• CamelBak, The North Face and REI were early supporters. 
• Invitation to join us in the movement. 

 



U t a h  P a r k s

NATIONAL PARK

Arches

M o a b ,  U T

V i s i t  A r c h e s  a n d  d i s c o v e r  a  l a n d s c a p e  o f  c o n t r a s t i n g  c o l o r s ,  l a n d f o r m s  a n d  t e x t u r e s  u n l i k e  a n y  o t h e r  i n  
t h e  w o r l d .  T h e  p a r k  h a s  o v e r  2 , 0 0 0  n a t u r a l  s t o n e  a r c h e s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h u n d r e d s  o f  s o a r i n g  p i n n a c l e s ,  
m a s s i v e  f i n s  a n d  g i a n t  b a l a n c e d  r o c k s .  T h i s  r e d  r o c k  w o n d e r l a n d  w i l l  a m a z e  y o u  w i t h  i t s  f o r m a t i o n s ,  
r e f r e s h  y o u  w i t h  i t s  t r a i l s ,  a n d  i n s p i r e  y o u  w i t h  i t s  s u n s e t s .

o D i r e c t i o n s »

o H o u r s  &  S e a s o n s »

o F e e s  &  P a s s e s »

o Learn More »

NATIONAL PARK

Bryce Canyon

B r y c e  C a n y o n ,  U T

T h e r e  i s  n o  p l a c e  q u i t e  l i k e  B r y c e  C a n y o n .  H o o d o o s  ( o d d - s h a p e d  p i l l a r s  o f  r o c k  l e f t  s t a n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  
f o r c e s  o f  e r o s i o n )  c a n  b e  f o u n d  o n  e v e r y  c o n t i n e n t ,  b u t  h e r e  i s  t h e  a r c h e t y p a l  " h o o d o o - i f e r o u s "  t e r r a i n .  
D e s c r i p t i o n s  f a i l .  C a v e  w i t h o u t  a  r o o f ?  F o r e s t  o f  s t o n e ?  E v e n  p h o t o g r a p h s  s t r a i n  c r e d u l i t y .  W h e n  y o u  
v i s i t  m a y b e  y o u ' l l  c o m e  u p  w i t h  a  b e t t e r  n a m e .  I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e  " B r y c e "  w i l l  h a v e  t o  s u f f i c e .

o D i r e c t i o n s »

o H o u r s  &  S e a s o n s »

o F e e s  &  P a s s e s »

o Learn More »

NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL

California



V a r i o u s  S t a t e s ,  C A , C O , I D , K S , M O , N E , N V , O R , U T , W Y

F o l l o w  i n  t h e  f o o t s t e p s  o f  o v e r  2 5 0 , 0 0 0  e m i g r a n t s  w h o  t r a v e l e d  t o  t h e  g o l d  f i e l d s  a n d  r i c h  f a r m l a n d s  o f  
C a l i f o r n i a  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 4 0 s  a n d  1 8 5 0 s - t h e  g r e a t e s t  m a s s  m i g r a t i o n  i n  A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y .  M o r e  t h a n  1 , 0 0 0  
m i l e s  o f  t r a i l  r u t s  a n d  t r a c e s  c a n  s t i l l  b e  s e e n  a c r o s s  1 0  s t a t e s  o n  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  T r a i l .

o D i r e c t i o n s »

o H o u r s  &  S e a s o n s »

o F e e s  &  P a s s e s »

o Learn More »

NATIONAL PARK

Canyonlands

M o a b ,  U T

C a n y o n l a n d s  i n v i t e s  y o u  t o  e x p l o r e  a  w i l d e r n e s s  o f  c o u n t l e s s  c a n y o n s  a n d  f a n t a s t i c a l l y  f o r m e d  b u t t e s  
c a r v e d  b y  t h e  C o l o r a d o  R i v e r  a n d  i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s .  R i v e r s  d i v i d e  t h e  p a r k  i n t o  f o u r  d i s t r i c t s :  t h e  I s l a n d  i n  
t h e  S k y ,  t h e  N e e d l e s ,  t h e  M a z e ,  a n d  t h e  r i v e r s  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h e s e  a r e a s  s h a r e  a  p r i m i t i v e  d e s e r t  
a t m o s p h e r e ,  b u t  e a c h  o f f e r s  d i f f e r e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s i g h t s e e i n g  a n d  a d v e n t u r e .

o D i r e c t i o n s »

o H o u r s  &  S e a s o n s »

o F e e s  &  P a s s e s »

o Learn More »

NATIONAL PARK

Capitol Reef

T o r r e y ,  U T

L o c a t e d  i n  s o u t h - c e n t r a l  U t a h  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  r e d  r o c k  c o u n t r y ,  C a p i t o l  R e e f  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  i s  a  h i d d e n  
t r e a s u r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  c l i f f s ,  c a n y o n s ,  d o m e s  a n d  b r i d g e s  i n  t h e  W a t e r p o c k e t  F o l d ,  a  g e o l o g i c  m o n o c l i n e  ( a  
w r i n k l e  o n  t h e  e a r t h )  e x t e n d i n g  a l m o s t  1 0 0  m i l e s .



o D i r e c t i o n s »

o H o u r s  &  S e a s o n s »

o F e e s  &  P a s s e s »

o Learn More »

NATIONAL MONUMENT

Cedar Breaks

C e d a r  C i t y ,  U T

D i s c o v e r  o n e  o f  A m e r i c a ' s  m o s t  s p e c i a l  p a r k s :  l o o k  d o w n  i n t o  a  h a l f - m i l e  d e e p  g e o l o g i c  a m p h i t h e a t e r ;  
w a n d e r  a m o n g  t i m e l e s s  b r i s t l e c o n e  p i n e s ;  s t a n d  i n  l u s h  m e a d o w s  o f  w i l d f l o w e r s ;  p o n d e r  c r y s t a l - c l e a r  
n i g h t  s k i e s ;  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  r i c h n e s s  o f  t h e  s u b a l p i n e  f o r e s t .

o D i r e c t i o n s »

o H o u r s  &  S e a s o n s »

o F e e s  &  P a s s e s »

o Learn More »

NATIONAL MONUMENT

Dinosaur

V e r n a l ,  U t a h  &  D i n o s a u r ,  C o l o r a d o ,  C O , U T

D i n o s a u r s  o n c e  r o a m e d  h e r e .  T h e i r  f a n t a s t i c  r e m a i n s  a r e  s t i l l  v i s i b l e  e m b e d d e d  i n  t h e  r o c k s .  T o d a y ,  t h e  
m o u n t a i n s ,  d e s e r t  a n d  u n t a m e d  r i v e r s  f l o w i n g  i n  d e e p  c a n y o n s ,  s u p p o r t  a n  a r r a y  o f  l i f e .  P e t r o g l y p h s  h i n t  
a t  e a r l i e r  c u l t u r e s .  L a t e r ,  h o m e s t e a d e r s  a n d  o u t l a w s  f o u n d  r e f u g e  h e r e .  W h e t h e r  y o u r  p a s s i o n  i s  
s c i e n c e ,  a d v e n t u r e ,  h i s t o r y  o r  s c e n e r y ,  D i n o s a u r  o f f e r s  m u c h  t o  e x p l o r e .

o D i r e c t i o n s »



o H o u r s  &  S e a s o n s »

o F e e s  &  P a s s e s »

o Learn More »

NATIONAL RECREATION AREA

Glen Canyon

G l e n  C a n y o n  N a t i o n a l  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a ,  A Z , U T

E n c o m p a s s i n g  o v e r  1 . 2  m i l l i o n  a c r e s ,  G l e n  C a n y o n  N a t i o n a l  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  o f f e r s  u n p a r a l l e l e d  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  w a t e r - b a s e d  &  b a c k c o u n t r y  r e c r e a t i o n .  T h e  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a  s t r e t c h e s  f o r  h u n d r e d s  o f  
m i l e s  f r o m  L e e s  F e r r y  i n  A r i z o n a  t o  t h e  O r a n g e  C l i f f s  o f  s o u t h e r n  U t a h ,  e n c o m p a s s i n g  s c e n i c  v i s t a s ,  
g e o l o g i c  w o n d e r s ,  a n d  a  v a s t  p a n o r a m a  o f  h u m a n  h i s t o r y .

o D i r e c t i o n s »

o H o u r s  &  S e a s o n s »

o F e e s  &  P a s s e s »

o Learn More »

NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Golden Spike

B r i g h a m  C i t y ,  U T

M a y  1 0 ,  1 8 6 9  t h e U n i o n  a n d  C e n t r a l  P a c i f i c  R a i l r o a d s  j o i n e d  t h e i r  r a i l s  a t  P r o m o n t o r y  S u m m i t ,  U t a h  
T e r r i t o r y  a n d  f o r g e d  t h e  d e s t i n y  o f  a  n a t i o n .  G o l d e n  S p i k e  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  S i t e  s h a r e s  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  
p e o p l e  a n d  s e t t i n g s  t h a t  d e f i n e  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  T r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l  R a i l r o a d .

o D i r e c t i o n s »

o H o u r s  &  S e a s o n s »

o F e e s  &  P a s s e s »

o Learn More »



NATIONAL MONUMENT

Hovenweep

B l a n d i n g ,  U t a h  &  C o r t e z ,  C o l o r a d o ,  C O , U T

O n c e  h o m e  t o  o v e r  2 , 5 0 0  p e o p l e ,  H o v e n w e e p i n c l u d e s  s i x  p r e h i s t o r i c  v i l l a g e s  b u i l t  b e t w e e n  A . D .  1 2 0 0  
a n d  1 3 0 0 .  E x p l o r e  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s t r u c t u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  m u l t i s t o r y  t o w e r s  p e r c h e d  o n  c a n y o n  r i m s  a n d  
b a l a n c e d  o n  b o u l d e r s .  T h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i l  w i l l  l e a v e  y o u  m a r v e l i n g  a t  t h e  s k i l l  a n d  
m o t i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d e r s .

o D i r e c t i o n s »

o H o u r s  &  S e a s o n s »

o F e e s  &  P a s s e s »

o Learn More »

NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL

Mormon Pioneer

V a r i o u s  S t a t e s ,  I L , I A , N E , U T , W Y

E x p l o r e  t h e  M o r m o n  P i o n e e r  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  T r a i l  a c r o s s  f i v e  s t a t e s  t o  s e e  t h e  r o u t e  7 0 , 0 0 0  M o r m o n s  
t r a v e l e d  f r o m  1 8 4 6  t o  1 8 6 9  t o  e s c a p e  r e l i g i o u s  p e r s e c u t i o n .  T h e  P i o n e e r  C o m p a n y  o f  1 8 4 6 - 1 8 4 7  
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  f i r s t  r o u t e  f r o m  N a u v o o ,  I l l i n o i s ,  t o  S a l t  L a k e  C i t y ,  U t a h ,  c o v e r i n g  a b o u t  1 , 3 0 0  m i l e s .

o D i r e c t i o n s »

o H o u r s  &  S e a s o n s »

o F e e s  &  P a s s e s »

o Learn More »

NATIONAL MONUMENT

Natural Bridges

B l a n d i n g ,  U T



T h r e e  m a j e s t i c  n a t u r a l  b r i d g e s  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  p o n d e r  t h e  p o w e r  o f  w a t e r  i n  a  l a n d s c a p e  u s u a l l y  d e f i n e d  b y  
i t s  a b s e n c e .  V i e w  t h e m  f r o m  a n  o v e r l o o k ,  o r  h i t  t h e  t r a i l s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e i r  g r a n d e u r  f r o m  b e l o w .  
D e c l a r e d  a  N a t i o n a l  M o n u m e n t  i n  1 9 0 8 ,  t h e  b r i d g e s  a r e  n a m e d  " K a c h i n a , "  " O w a c h o m o "  a n d  " S i p a p u "  i n  
h o n o r  o f  t h e  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  t h a t  o n c e  m a d e  t h i s  a r e a  t h e i r  h o m e .

o D i r e c t i o n s »

o H o u r s  &  S e a s o n s »

o F e e s  &  P a s s e s »

o Learn More »

NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL

Old Spanish

A Z , C A , C O , N V , N M , U T

F o l l o w  t h e  r o u t e s  o f  m u l e  p a c k  t r a i n s  a c r o s s  t h e  S o u t h w e s t  o n  t h e  O l d  S p a n i s h  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  T r a i l  
b e t w e e n  S a n t a  F e ,  N e w  M e x i c o ,  a n d  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  N e w  M e x i c a n  t r a d e r s  m o v e d  l o c a l l y  
p r o d u c e d  m e r c h a n d i s e  a c r o s s  w h a t  a r e  n o w  s i x  s t a t e s  t o  e x c h a n g e  f o r  m u l e s  a n d  h o r s e s .

o D i r e c t i o n s »

o H o u r s  &  S e a s o n s »

o F e e s  &  P a s s e s »

o Learn More »

NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL

Pony Express

V a r i o u s  S t a t e s ,  C A , C O , K S , M O , N E , N V , U T , W Y

I t  i s  h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  y o u n g  m e n  o n c e  r o d e  h o r s e s  t o  c a r r y  m a i l  f r o m  M i s s o u r i  t o C a l i f o r n i a  i n  t h e  
u n p r e c e d e n t e d  t i m e  o f  o n l y  1 0  d a y s .  T h i s  r e l a y  s y s t e m  a l o n g  t h e  P o n y  E x p r e s s  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  T r a i l  i n  
e i g h t  s t a t e s  w a s  t h e  m o s t  d i r e c t  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  m e a n s  o f  e a s t - w e s t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b e f o r e  t h e  t e l e g r a p h .



o D i r e c t i o n s »

o H o u r s  &  S e a s o n s »

o F e e s  &  P a s s e s »

o Learn More »

NATIONAL MONUMENT

Rainbow Bridge

R a i n b o w  B r i d g e  N a t i o n a l  M o n u m e n t ,  U T

R a i n b o w  B r i d g e  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  l a r g e s t  k n o w n  n a t u r a l  b r i d g e s .  T h e  s p a n  h a s  u n d o u b t e d l y  i n s p i r e d  
p e o p l e  t h r o u g h o u t  t i m e - - f r o m  t h e  n e i g h b o r i n g  A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n  t r i b e s  w h o  c o n s i d e r  R a i n b o w  B r i d g e  
s a c r e d ,  t o  t h e  8 5 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  w h o  v i s i t  i t  e a c h  y e a r .  P l e a s e  v i s i t  R a i n b o w  B r i d g e  i n  
a  s p i r i t  t h a t  h o n o r s  a n d  r e s p e c t s  t h e  c u l t u r e s  t o  w h o m  i t  i s  s a c r e d .

o D i r e c t i o n s »

o H o u r s  &  S e a s o n s »

o F e e s  &  P a s s e s »

o Learn More »

NATIONAL MONUMENT

Timpanogos Cave

A m e r i c a n  F o r k ,  U T

H i k e  y o u r  w a y  p a s t  s t u n n i n g  v i s t a s  t o  e x p l o r e  a  h i d d e n  u n d e r g r o u n d  w o r l d .  T a s t e  t h e  t h r i l l  o f  c a v i n g  a s  
y o u  t w i s t  a n d  b e n d  t o  e n t e r  b e a u t i f u l l y  d e c o r a t e d  r o o m s .  L e a r n  t h e  s c i e n c e  b e h i n d  f o r m a t i o n s  a n d  h e a r  
s t o r i e s  o f  c a v e  e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  a n d  d i s c o v e r  a s  y o u  g o  – g e o l o g i c  m y s t e r i e s  
a w a i t . . . . .  T h e  v i s i t o r  c e n t e r  a n d  c a v e s  a r e o p e n  M a y - m i d  O c t o b e r ,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  c o n d i t i o n s .



o D i r e c t i o n s »

o H o u r s  &  S e a s o n s »

o F e e s  &  P a s s e s »

o Learn More »

NATIONAL PARK

Zion

S p r i n g d a l e ,  U T

F o l l o w  t h e  p a t h s  w h e r e  a n c i e n t  n a t i v e  p e o p l e  a n d  p i o n e e r s  w a l k e d .  G a z e  u p  a t  m a s s i v e  s a n d s t o n e  c l i f f s  
o f  c r e a m ,  p i n k ,  a n d  r e d  t h a t  s o a r  i n t o  a  b r i l l i a n t  b l u e  s k y .  E x p e r i e n c e  w i l d e r n e s s  i n  a  n a r r o w  s l o t  c a n y o n .  
Z i o n ’ s  u n i q u e  a r r a y  o f  p l a n t s  a n d  a n i m a l s  w i l l  e n c h a n t  y o u  a s  y o u  a b s o r b  t h e  r i c h  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  p a s t  a n d  
e n j o y  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  o f  p r e s e n t  d a y  a d v e n t u r e s .

o D i r e c t i o n s »

o H o u r s  &  S e a s o n s »

o F e e s  &  P a s s e s »

o Learn More »
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NBC INTERVIEW ON GREATER SAGE GROUSE HABITAT 
JIM URQUHART for NBC-TV (NATIONAL) 

 
DATE:   Wednesday, August 5, 2015 
LOCATION:  Little Mountain Bullhog BLM Project Site 

Southern Onaqui Mountains 
BLM Central UT 

TIME:   4:00–4:30 PM MT 
FROM:   Jessica Kershaw, Press Secretary (202) 669-0968 
  
I. PURPOSE  
 
The purpose of this interview is to help shape a large-scale, wide-ranging TV story on sage grouse 
that’s set to air this summer/early fall. The story is currently focusing on the primary stresses to the 
sagebrush ecosystem, especially fire, in advance of the FWS-listing decision. The reporter is trying to 
tell a story that helps explain why viewers should care about this conservation effort.  
 
II. PARTICIPANTS  

 
● You 
● Jim Urquhart, NBC Freelance Correspondent 
● Kevin Oliver,  BLM District Manager 
● Brad Jessup, BLM Fuels Manager 
● Alan Clark, Watershed Restoration Initiative 
● Staff: Jessica Kershaw, Sarah Greenberger, Megan Crandall (BLM-UT Public Affairs) 

 
III. AGENDA  
 

● See attachments for project site description, history, investments and photos for 
situational awareness. 

 
IV. Major Message for Interview 
 

● Committed to conserving sensitive, important sagebrush ecosystem 
○ Why? 

■ Western heritage/Natural heritage 
■ Economic benefits - ranching, outdoor recreation 
■ Home to diverse habitat (grouse, pronghorn, bald eagles, 350 some species) 
■ We can do it if we act now - we still have intact habitat to protect, significant 

development potential outside of habitat (90% high and medium potential oil 
and gas outside federally managed priority habitat) 

 
● Ecosystem under stress 

o Human impacts 
▪ Mineral/oil & gas development, overgrazing 
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▪ Commercial development
▪ Etc

o Clim ate im pacts
▪ experiencing hotter, drier, longer fire seasons
▪ exacerbated by drought, changing climate
▪ FWS identified fire and invasive sp ecies as the #1 threat to sageb rush 

ecosy stem in the Great Basin states

● Fire stresses sensitive sagebrush habitat, ecosystem even further 
▪ Takeover by cheatgrass
▪ Prev ents return of vegetation
▪ Fuels additional fire
▪ Sup pression of native plant growth

● Knew we needed a roadmap for fighting fires in a changing climate
o Spring:  Announced Final Plan to Fight Fire for 2015 and beyond

o Relies on sound science

o Takes a strong, coordinated landscap e level ap proach
▪ Reducing the size, sev erity and cost of rangeland fires
▪ Addresses the sp read of cheatgrass and other invasive species
▪ Positions our resources for more effective overall response
▪ Identifies sagebrush as our #1 na tural resource priority 

V. BACK GROUN D

J im Urq uhart, NBC Freelance Correspondent
Jim primarily works as a freelance photojournalist for national and international media companies. 
Though his work varies, a central focus has been public lands and outdoor sports. Urquhart got his start 
covering skiing and snowboarding, having first taken up photography as a therapeutic outlet after a 
brain injury temporarily impaired other abilities in his teens. He moved into photojournalism as a 
reporter and photographer for the Enterp rise in Salt Lake City, then worked at Beloit Dail y News in 
Wisconsin as a photo editor. Jim then returned to Utah for the Sal t L ak e T ribune, and has since worked 
for a variety of outlets and agencies, like the Associated Press,Reuters, National G eographic and NBC 
News. In 2013, U rquhart was named the photographer of the year by the Utah News Photographers ’  
Association. 
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VI. RELATED COVERAGE 
Oregon mine that summoned armed guards in land dispute files appeal 
Reuters // Jim Urquhart // April 23, 2015 
The owners of an Oregon gold mine who called in armed activists to protect their claim amid a bitter 
land use dispute with the U.S. government have appealed a federal stop-work order, a mine co-owner 
said on Thursday. About 100 mine supporters gathered peacefully outside a closed U.S. Bureau of 
Land Management office in Medford to decry what they call federal overreach, even as the owners 
insist they want to avoid a high-profile standoff. Sugar Pine Mine co-owner Rick Barclay told Reuters 
he has filed an appeal with a federal appellate review body and also requested a stay order to prevent 
the Bureau of Land Management from "doing any enforcement" before a hearing. "All I want is my 
day in court, with my property intact," Barclay said. Bureau of Land Management spokesman Tom 
Gorey said in a statement that the appeal had been received and that the agency shares the mining 
claimants' interest in peacefully resolving the matter through administrative channels. 
 
Nevada showdown 
Reuters Photographer’s Blog // Jim Urquhart // April 23, 2014 
It was already a surreal moment, here on a random stretch of highway in the Nevada desert, where men 
with weapons had taken up tactical positions on government officers – something not seen in this 
country in decades – as traffic whizzed by unaware. Sometimes cars would stop and people would step 
out to take pictures of the scene with their phones, as if it were just another roadside attraction. Then I 
heard the words, “I’ve got a clear shot at four of them,” and to my right found one of the men pointing 
his weapon in the direction of the BLM. For me, time had stopped. “I’m ready to pull the trigger if 
fired upon,” said another man on the bridge. That was what other Bundy supporters said too – they 
wouldn’t shoot first, but they would return fire. Were we really at the moment where weapons were 
being aimed by Americans at other Americans? I grew up hunting and for the most part of my adult 
life I have owned a firearm. Guns are a fact of life in the American west. But I have never found 
myself in a situation where I was next to someone pointing a firearm at law enforcement. After a while 
it became apparent that the BLM was going to release the cattle to the protesters. Given the 
circumstances, I don’t think they had much choice. The animals were freed, and no shots were fired. 
As I sent off a message to an editor, I noticed my hand trembling. The reality of how close to gunfire 
the situation had come sent a chill through me which I will never forget. 
 
Fighting fire with photos 
Reuters Photographer’s Blog // Jim Urquhart // July 29, 2015 
Fire in the west has always been part of my experience. In the summer months I often find the blue 
skies replaced with a dark orange glow of smoke. With my chosen career path these smoke-filled skies 
can mean a busy time of year but they seem to have started later in the summer than usual. I keep a 
complete fire kit (nomex shirt, nomex pants, emergency fire shelter, leather boots, leather gloves, 
helmet and goggles) in my truck from the time the snow melts in the spring to until several inches of 
snow have returned in the fall. I found you always have to be ready to go and nimble because in the 
heat of the west all it takes is one errant cigarette butt, one hot car engine parked in the dry grass or one 
well-placed powerful lightning bolt to be called to work. The year’s fires began to take shape for me 
last week. During a camping trip bolts of lighting had started several fires that were visible on the way 
home. These fires for the most part were in unpopulated areas. Then an afternoon looking at photos 
with friends was interrupted with the news of fire breaking out east of Park City, Utah, of the hills 
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above the Rockport Reservoir. I monitored the growth from afar through the night but when it was 
determined that it had begun to take homes I struck out to cover it in the morning. 
 
 
VII. HOT TOPIC Q/A 
 
The plans recommend 9 million acres for mineral withdrawals.  Do you intend to act on that?  How 
do you justify the action when minerals development isn’t necessarily a threat? 

● Yes, I intend to act promptly on the BLM and USFS recommendations.  
 

● During the withdrawal process – which will be public and transparent – we will work closely 
with the states and the public at large to consider information on mineral potential, including 
rare earths, as well as the importance of these areas as sagebrush habitat.  

 
● The withdrawal is important because it will provide certainty to the FWS that the Sagebrush 

Focal Areas that anchor the range-wide conservation strategy for the greater sage-grouse are 
protected from the threat of hardrock mining. 

  
  
Ranchers contend that the land management plans will greatly limit grazing and require a specific 
stubble height for grazing allotments range-wide. 
 

● The plans recognize – as does the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service – that well-managed grazing 
can be compatible with long-term sage-grouse conservation.  

 
● The U.S. Cattleman’s Association and many other ranchers across the West that I have met 

with recognize that these plans both help the grouse and keep rangelands healthy. 
○ NRCS has worked with more than 1,100 ranchers to preserve 4.4 million acres of 

habitat and keep working lands working 
 

●  The plans do not require a one-size-fits-all approach to grazing allotments.  Instead, the 
proposed plans recognize the need to evaluate varied local ecological conditions and site 
potential when deciding where and how to apply different types of management. 

 
  
Industry has suggested that the plans will lock up development in the West, including eliminating 
large areas from oil and gas development. 
 

● The majority of federal lands within the priority sage-grouse habitat have zero to low potential 
for oil and gas, solar, and wind energy development. 

○ Example: 90 percent of high to medium oil and gas potential and 97 percent of high 
wind potential is outside of federally-managed priority habitat. 

 
● Directional drilling technology means that most oil and gas resources can continue to be 

developed, even if they are under important sage-grouse habitat. 
 

● The proposed plans respect valid, existing rights, including those for oil and gas development.   
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Some governors are saying the plans will be worse for states than a listing. 
 

● ESA procedural requirements would add time and uncertainty to the decision-making process.  
○ Under a listing, every major project or permit affecting the sage-grouse on federal 

lands, such as oil and gas development or a new transmission line, may need to undergo 
consultation with the FWS, and private or state landowners could be required to get 
permits for harming the bird.  

○ By contrast, the plans will provide immediate, up-front certainty to developers and 
landowners. 

 
● The proposed plans are balanced – protecting important sagebrush habitat while allowing for 

continued uses and sustainable development.  
○ If the plans help the FWS to determine that the species no longer warrants protection, 

private landowners and state land users will not be subject to any further federal 
requirements, either under the plans or under the ESA.  

 
About Juniper  
 

• The invasion of juniper into sagebrush rangelands degrades habitat for sage grouse.  Studies 
indicate no active leks where conifers covered more than 4% of the rangeland.   

• Conifer woodlands (juniper and pinyon pine) have increased as much as 625% in the Great 
Basin over the past 150 years, expanding well beyond their historical limits due to fire 
suppression, and favorable climate conditions. 

• It is estimated that the Sage Grouse range has reduced up to 50% due to habitat degradation and 
loss. The pinyon and juniper use a tremendous amount of the available water, and they 
outcompete native grasses, forbs and shrubs.  These woodlands are also more susceptible to 
catastrophic wildfires and promote invasion by cheatgrass creating a fire cycle that is bad for 
sage grouse. 

• The junipers have an extensive root system that out compete other plants for water and 
resources.  Research indicates juniper removal will increase water availability to other plants 
for up to 3 weeks during the critical growing cycle of important grasses forbs and shrubs. 

• Studies have shown that tree removal treatment is effective at creating new (restoring) sage 
grouse habitat, grasses forbs and shrubs that the sage grouse needs, do recover. 

• Conifer removal treatments along with other tools have proven to improve ecosystem resilience 
to fire and habitat for sage grouse. 

• Our overall goal is to prevent loss of sagebrush habitat and restore ecosystem resiliency. 
 
 

### 
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EVENT MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY 
 

DINNER WITH AMY ROBERTS 
 

DATE:   Wednesday, August 5, 2015 
LOCATION:   The Red Iguana 2 
  866 S. Temple 

Salt Lake City, UT 84116 
TIME:  6:30-8:00 PM MDT  
FROM:  David Jayo, Senior Advisor,  

   
I.PURPOSE 

 
You will join Amy Roberts for a private dinner as she is interested in connecting with you 
having recently been selected to serve as the new Executive Director of the Outdoor Industry 
Association.   

 
II.PARTICIPANTS 

 
• You 
• Amy Roberts, Executive Director, Outdoor Industry Association. 

 
III.BACKGROUND 

 
Outdoor Industry Association (OIA) was founded in 1989 by a group of 14 outdoor industry 
leaders who realized that “outdoor” could be much more than a passing consumer trend. Today, 
OIA is the leading trade association and voice of the outdoor recreation industry, serving more 
than 4,000 manufacturers, distributors, suppliers, sales representatives and retailers. 
 
With offices in Boulder, CO, and Washington, D.C., OIA is the title sponsor of Outdoor Retailer 
and the trade voice representing a $646 billion industry. OIA supports the growth and success of 
the outdoor industry through its focus on government affairs, corporate responsibility, outdoor 
consumer insights, industry trends and youth engagement. 
 
OIA works with members to benefit the industry by: 

• Advocating for issues critical to the future of the outdoor industry 
• Building stronger business leaders 
• Changing the way the world does business 
• Celebrating, inspiring and growing the active outdoor community 

 
OIA has gone through a lot of change since the beginning of the year with the departure of their 
VP of Government Affairs and their President & CEO.   
 
We struggled with them prior to your visit to the winter show is 2014 as they committed to 
raising $10 million for our youth initiative and then rescinded days before the show.  Our 

(b) (6)
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fundraising efforts are perceived to be threatening to the Executive Director of the Outdoor 
Foundation and she has effectively impeded us from gaining traction in the outdoor industry.

IV. BI OGRAPHY

Am y Roberts, Executive Director

In J uly, the Outdoor Industry Association (OIA) announced that Amy 
Roberts has been named its new executive director. Amy was the 
director of sustainability and a member of the executive leadership team 
at Mountain Equipment Co-op ( MEC) where she guided the Canadian 
outdoor retailer ’ s commitment to business and product sustainability 
and innovation. Amy also served on the boards of The Conservation 
Alliance, the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society, and the 
Sustainable Apparel Coalition.

Prior to joining MEC, Amy worked as the vice president of government 
affairs for O IA where she managed the outdoor industry’ s lobbying 

efforts focused on trade and recreation. During her time at O IA, Amy also facilitated the 
development of the outdoor industry’ s Eco Index to measure the environmental footprint of 
products, and she was heavily involved in the subsequent formation of the HIGG Index tool for 
broader apparel and footwear industry adoption by the Sustainable Apparel Coalition.

As OIA transitions to new executive director leadership, the association will also adjust its board 
structure. Over the past year, the OIA board of directors reviewed best practices for non-profit, 
member-driven organizations and determined that 15 –18 hi ghly engaged board members is an 
ideal size for a working board, as it allows for flexibility, efficiency and effectiveness. Today, 
OIA has 25 board members and will reach its new size through a mixture of term limits, 
members stepping down and new additions as a result of the current election. 

Here are a few quotes from a recent interview with Amy regarding her new role at OIA:

What drove her interest in the ED role?  “ I saw the opportunity to bring together my previous 
experience in communications, government affairs and sustainability and my current experiences 
working for a changing retailer with a private-label brand to help the industry adapt and thrive in 
a complex competitive environment.”

Goals presented by the board:  “ The board is focused on delivering value to our members that 
reflects the changing consumer and retail environment.”   (focus on close-to-home recreation and 
broadening the association’ s communications and education offerings)

Challenging facing O IA:  “ The challenge is ensuring we have the opportunity to grow our 
marketplace and inspire more and new people to want to interact with us, buy our products and 
experiences and participate in outdoor activities and lifestyles. ”
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“We also have to focus on growing the market, and that means ensuring national and local 
policymakers understand, support and fund recreation infrastructure.  This includes supporting 
policies that enable more people to get outside and recreate.” 
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Under the terms of the agreements, the States donated to the National Park Service lump sum 
payments in advance to cover the cost of operating the parks for a specific number of days.  
Further, these agreements stipulated that funds donated and used to re-open the parks could not 
be returned to the States.  The employees who returned to work in these parks during the 
shutdown were paid for these days out of the funds donated by the States.  When Congress 
passed a continuing resolution providing appropriations for the first three and a half months of 
FY 2014 on October 16, 2013, the National Park Service was able to resume operations on 
October 17, 2013, and stop charging employee time against the funds that had been donated by 
the States.   
 
Once the shutdown ended, the National Park Service immediately began the process of 
reimbursing the six States for the portion of donated funding that was not expended to operate 
the parks, which totaled approximately $1.6 million.  However, the National Park Service does 
not have the authority to reimburse States for the portion of funding that was expended 
(approximately $2 million); an act of Congress is needed for that. 
 
IV. ATTACHMENTS 
 

• Governor Herbert Letter to President Obama regarding use of the Antiquities Act within 
Utah (attachments 1 & 2) 

• List of PLI’s Stakeholders/interested parties (attachment 3) 
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MAYOR BECKER’S CONNECTING YOU TO NATURE PROPOSAL SEEKS MAJOR INVESTMENT IN CITY’S 
PARKS, TRAILS AND OPEN SPACES 

July 8, 2015  

by SLCMayorsOffice 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

July 8, 2015 

Contact: Art Raymond 

801-547-2659 

Mayor Becker’s Connecting You to Nature Proposal Seeks Major Investment in City’s Parks, Trails and 
Open Spaces 

Mayor Ralph Becker announced today he is requesting that the City Council place a $125 million to $150 
million bond measure on the November ballot to fund his Connecting You to Nature plan, a wide-
ranging package of improvements to the City’s system of parks, trails and open spaces. 

The plan is built around the concepts of Active Parks, Revitalized River, Connected Trails and Urban 
Nature and is designed to reflect feedback from a recent, extensive public engagement process. 

“Connecting You to Nature is a once-in-a-generation chance to take our parks and recreation 
opportunities to the next level,” said Mayor Becker. “People told us they love their City and love their 
parks, trails and open spaces, but they want more of them. Connecting You to Nature will meet that 
need and be a true game-changer for Salt Lake City.” 

The sweeping proposal was prompted in part by residents’ changing recreation priorities and led to the 
Mayor’s and City Council’s decision to plan for closure of the Glendale and Jordan River Par 3 golf 
courses and redesign them with amenities the City currently lacks. The changes also help put the City’s 
golf program on a path to fiscal health. Years of citizen requests to implement projects identified in 
master plans and to create unique, new recreation opportunities were also factors in taking a broad look 
at how to improve the City’s parks, trails and open spaces. 

Here’s what is in the plan 

The Mayor’s complete recommendation to the City Council is available at OutdoorsSLC.com. Key aspects 
of the Connecting You to Nature proposal include: 

•    Active Parks – A reimagined Glendale Regional Park with water-oriented activities, a mountain biking 
course, recreated wetlands, “Great Lawn” for multiple recreation uses and other amenities. The Jordan 
River Nature Park will focus on opportunities for users to explore and immerse themselves in a secluded 
natural environment. A fund will be created to improve downtown parks and acquire land for new ones. 
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•    Revitalized River – New investments along the Jordan River will build on past improvements to 
further unlock the recreational potential of this valuable asset and will help return the river to its 
naturalized state. In addition to the water-oriented recreation amenities that the two new parks will 
provide, new boat ramps and docks for canoes and kayaks will be developed, as will a portage area 
allowing boaters to traverse the Gatsby Diversion at approximately 100 South. Streamside 
improvements along the length of the Jordan River between 2100 South and 2500 North will include 
natural-surface pedestrian trails, trail safety improvements, one or more bicycle/pedestrian bridges over 
the river and native landscaping.  

•    Connected Trails – New and improved paved and unpaved trails will connect existing and new parks 
to each other, to the Jordan River and Wasatch Mountain foothills and will provide new ways to reach 
downtown on foot and by bicycle. The 9 Line Extension will create a long-sought east-west connection 
from the Wasatch Mountains to the Jordan River, linking the river parkway with the Bonneville Shoreline 
Trail.  A new Wasatch Connector will provide an east-west trail from Wasatch Drive to Foothill Drive 
through Bonneville Golf Course. The Folsom Trail will link the Jordan River Parkway to downtown and 
Memory Grove, allowing easy access to City Creek Canyon and the Bonneville Shoreline Trail. The 
Bonneville Shoreline Trail is set for a significant makeover from Emigration Canyon on the south to the 
northern City boundary, where the trail continues into Davis County.  

•    Urban Nature – Every project in the plan will be designed to bring a more nature-oriented, 
sustainability-focused experience to the City’s parks, trails and open spaces. Once the plan is completed, 
residents will be able to make a quick trip to the Jordan River Nature Park to birdwatch, kids will have 
opportunities to learn about the river ecosystem, hikers and mountain bikers will benefit from better 
trails and interpretive signage in the foothills and urban trail users will value landscaped trails that are 
separated from streets where possible. To improve the sustainability of the City parks system, several 
parks and golf courses will be converted to use secondary water, rather than the drinking-quality water 
we now use. This will save money over the long run and help preserve water resources for other uses. 

The funding proposal 

At open houses during the public outreach process to identify a package of projects, residents said they 
are willing to pay more in taxes to fund new amenities. That was borne out in a recent opinion poll in 
which 90 percent of respondents said they very or somewhat strongly support investing in parks, trails 
and open space improvements. When it comes to how much people are willing to pay, a third of poll 
respondents said they’d pay $10 a month or more for improvements and more than 60 percent of 
respondents said they’d pay $4 a month or more. 

To pay for the Connecting You to Nature plan, the Mayor has asked City Council Members to place a 21-
year bonding proposal on the November ballot, which would allow citizens to vote for a new generation 
of parks, trails and open space opportunities. 
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The recommendation includes two funding levels for improvements – $125 million and $150 million for 
the Council to consider. 

•    The $125 million bond proposal would cost the owner of a house valued at the City average of 
$273,000 about $5.15 a month; a commercial property valued at $1 million would pay $34.32 a month. 

•    The $150 million bond proposal would cost the owner of a house valued at the City average of 
$273,000 about $6.18 a month; a commercial property valued at $1 million would pay $41.19 a month. 

•    The annual operations and maintenance costs for the $125 million package of projects is estimated 
to be $2.9 million; annual O&M costs for the $150 package is estimated to be $3.3 million. 

What happens next? 

The Becker Administration will formally present the Connecting You to Nature proposal to the Council at 
its July 21 meeting. The Council will then continue reviewing the proposal, seek feedback from various 
community groups and interested residents, discuss issues with the Administration and potentially make 
adjustments to the plan. 

The Council will decide whether to place the bond proposal on the November 3 ballot at its August 18 
meeting.  If approved, ballots and oter-information materials will be mailed to voters on October 3. Salt 
Lake City is conducting a vote-by-mail election this year, with limited voting locations available on 
Election Day. 

http://www.slcmayor.com/pressreleases/2015/7/8/mayor-beckers-connecting-you-to-nature-proposal-
seeks-major-investment-in-citys-parks-trails-and-open-spaces 
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EVENT MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY  
 

50 CITIES ROLLOUT AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF SALT LAKE CITY 
 

DATE:  Thursday, August 6, 2015 
LOCATION: Oxbow Restoration Site 
  900 South River Park  
  Salt Lake City, UT 
TIME:  11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. MDT 
FROM: David Jayo, Senior Advisor,  
 
I. PURPOSE 
 
Following the American Express announcement and launch of the 50 cities effort, 26 cities have been 
selected to begin the rollout for engagement and action in the First Lady’s initiative, Let’s Move! 
Outside, being led by the Department of the Interior focused on preparing the next generation of 
outdoor stewards.  The purpose of this event is to announce and celebrate the selection of Salt Lake 
City.   
 
Salt Lake City has a strong network of public and nonprofit leaders committed to getting kids 
outdoors, active and connected to nature.  Our objective is to recognize them for their work and help 
propel them to the next level by bringing more resources to the city, facilitating more collaboration 
among service providers, and ultimately, increasing participation in outdoor programs. 
 
II. PARTICIPANTS 
 

• You 
• Mayor Ralph Becker 
• Victor Ingalls, Vice President & General Manager, American Express World Service 
• Rich West, President & CEO, YMCA of Northern Utah 
• MC: Jesus Hernandez, Student Engineer, Bureau of Reclamation (formerly BLM) 

 
 
III. AGENDA 
 
Please see your trip schedule for latest agenda. If changes occur, your advance staff will update you 
on the ground.  
 
Program (25 minutes) 

• Jesus Hernandez offers welcome remarks, introduces you 
• You offer remarks, introduce Mayor Becker 
• Mayor Becker remarks, introduce Victor Ingalls 
• Ingalls remarks, introduce Rich West 
• West remarks 
• Hernandez offers closing remarks and invites guests to volunteer 

Media availability (15 minutes) 
Service project * (25-30 minutes) 
 

(b) (6)
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*Service Project: Removing invasive plants (thistle and puncturevine) 
 
IV. KEY FACTS 
 
In April 2014, the National League of Cities and the YMCA of the USA joined forces with DOI and 
First Lady Michelle Obama’s Let’s Move! Outside initiative to get more kids to play, learn, serve and 
work on public lands.  American Express has joined the movement as the lead sponsor for the “serve” 
component with a goal of supporting one million volunteers working on public lands annually. 
 
A central component of our strategy is to create and support coalitions in 50 cities across the country – 
making our vision actionably and locally relevant.  Between March – July, we will announce 26 cities.  
In 2016, we will announce the remaining 24 cities.  The funding from American Express will support a 
community coordinator position for 2 years in each city facilitating coordination and collaboration 
among local service providers essentially increasing awareness of and participation in outdoor 
programs.  Additionally, DOI will fund an AmeriCorps position in each community for 2 years 
providing additional support and assistance in realizing our shared vision.  
 
The next step for each city will be a community-wide summit hosted by the local Y to bring all 
interested parties together to discuss strategies, priorities, collaboration and next steps. 
 
The four pillars of Interior’s youth initiative served by this and other public-private partnership are as 
follows: 
 

• Play: Engage 10 million young people in outdoor recreation programs. 
• Learn: Provide educational opportunities to 10 million of the nation’s K-12 student population 

annually. 
• Serve: Support 1 million volunteers annually on public lands by 2017. 
• Work: Provide 100,000 work & training opportunities to young people 

and returning veterans on public lands. 
 
Salt Lake City, UT:  Ralph Becker 
 

Ralph Becker Jr., current mayor of Salt Lake City, UT, was born 
in Washington, D.C. He received his B.A. from the University of 
Pennsylvania in 1973, his J.D. from the University of Utah College of Law in 
1977, and his M.S. in Geography/Planning from the University of Utah in 
1982. Becker is an attorney and planner (Fellow of the American Institute of 
Certified Planners), who has co-founded Bear West in 1985, a planning, 
natural resources consulting firm. He also is an Adjunct Professor at the 
College of Architecture and Planning, University of Utah. 
 
Becker has had a career that has spanned serving in the National Park 
Service as a garbage man, firefighter, and ranger (law enforcement and EMT) 

(1971–76), Utah State Planning Coordinator under Governor Scott Matheson (1981–1985), and Salt 
Lake City Planning Commissioner (1988–1996). He is one of three people in Utah to be a Fellow of 
the American Institute of Certified Planners. His Utah legislative accomplishments include six years in 
Utah legislative leadership (four years as House Democratic Leader), leading the passage of the 
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Quality Growth Act ( 1999), funding for trails, open space, and transit, Utah' s first Energy Policy Act, 
and advocating social justice issues.

He is focused on making Salt Lake City one of the greenest, most accessible, most inclusive and most 
economically viable municipalities in the country. He also believes in social equality, public safety, 
access to and protection of natural areas and recreational opportunities, ease of mobility, efficient and 
accountable use of taxpayer money, urban agricultural opportunities, strong education systems, a 
healthy downtown and neighborhoods, and diverse arts and cultural offerings.

Note: T he M ayor is currently running f or re-election.  T he pr imary is on Augus t 11 w ith top two 
candidates moving f orward.  T he ge neral  election is on N ovember 3.

Victor Ingalls, Vice President and General Manager, Wor ld Service Salt L ak e City

Victor Ingalls is the Vice President and General Manager for the 
American Express World Service team in Utah. Since 2012, Victor 
has provided strategic leadership to employees in Salt Lake City. In 
2013, Victor took on expanded responsibilities, reshaping and 
providing strategic direction to employees in our Home-Based 
Servicing program who are located across 47 s tates and Canada.

Victor joined American Express in 1997 as a participant in the 
Leadership Orientation Program – a program designed to attract 
and develop leaders from outside the organization to encourage 

new and innovative perspectives into our business model.  He spent the next several years in roles of 
increasing responsibility and leadership. In 2009,  V ictor relocated to Sydney, Australia where he led 
employees throughout J apan, the Asian Pacific, and Australia.

Victor supports the community through various organizations ( ie: Executive Board - Salt Lake 
Chamber of Commerce and Utah Sports). In 2011 , he was recognized with a G lobal Leadership Award 
for exceptional and inspiring leadership.

A Colorado native, Victor earned a Master’ s Degree from the University of Denver after completing 
his undergraduate degree in Economics and Communications from the University of Northern 
Colorado. V ictor and his wife, Lisa, reside in Park City, Utah, where they enjoy both the scenery and 
the year-round recreation opportunities such as skiing and golfing.

Richard West, President & CEO, YMCA of Northern Utah
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Rich came to the Y MCA in August 2006 a nd is responsible for strategic 
development and implementation for the organization. He also oversees 
operations and directors: scheduling, directing, leading, troubleshooting, 
development and sales while developing and managing finances and 
budgets for the organization. Rich’ s background has been in youth, health 
and recreation management where he has thrived in growing and 
expanding programs. Rich has a Master’ s Degree in Business 
Administration from Westminster College and a Master’ s of Science 
degree from Chico State University, CA; and a Bachelor ’ s degree in 
Biology from the University of California at San Diego.

Jesus Hernandez , Student Engineer, Bureau of Reclamation

Jesus began working for BLM in Utah in 2012 a fter graduating from high 
school.  From J anuary - May 2015, he  served as an intern with BLM in 
Washington, DC, and in J une, he moved over to the Bureau of Reclamation.  
He was born and raised in Salt Lake City and spent many vacations as a child 
exploring public lands throughout Utah and the west.  He is entering his 
senior year at the University of Utah studying computer science and political 
science.  As an employee at the Bureau of Reclamation, he has the benefit of 
working alongside one of the people who were instrumental in introducing 
him to nature and public lands, his grandmother.
21CSC Grants Awarded in Utah:

White River Clean-Up:  $10,000
Utah State University/Utah Conservation Corps
The Utah Conservation Corps (UCC) will partner with BLM Vernal Field Office to remove Russian 
olive on two and a half acres along the White River in northeastern Utah. This project will take place 
over three weeks in summer 2015 a nd will employ four UCC AmeriCorps members. The UCC is an 
AmeriCorps program with a mission to develop the conservation of leaders of tomorrow through 
service and education. They serve over 120 yo uth and young adults every year. 

Escalante Watershed Restoration: $75,000
Grand Staircase Escalante Partners
Engage thirteen Native American and urban youth in restoration work that will provide a unique 
outdoor experience and conservation job training. Thirty acres of the Escalante river corridor will be 
restored by removing invasive Russian olive trees, directly benefitting native plant and animal species 
habitat.

Rearing the Next Fisheries Cohort (AK, CA, MT, OR, UT, WY): $100,000
Anchorage and Fairbanks, Alaska; El Dorado Hills and Redding, California; Logan and Salt Lake 
City, Utah; Dillon and Miles City, Montana; Burns, Coos Bay, Eugene and Roseburg, Oregon; and 
Rawlins, Wyoming
Host 20 hi gh school student interns during the summer 2015  at 13 B ureau of Land Management 
(BLM) field offices.  Working with American Fisheries Society, BLM will provide an 8 -week, paid 
internship to provide a diverse conservation experience in the fisheries and aquatic habitat field and 
explore potential career options in the fisheries field.
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Canyonlands National Park along the Colorado River:  $43,253 
River Restoration Adventures for Tomorrow  
Improve the health and resiliency of the riparian corridor along the Colorado River in the Glen Canyon 
National Recreation Area (GLCA).  The project will include a GPS-supported plant community survey 
along 112 miles of riparian habitat in the fall of 2015, followed by the creation of a GLCA 
management plan and a series of restoration projects focused on protecting the health and diversity of 
critical river habitat within the Conservation Area.  This project intends to employ four Native 
American youth from Conservation Legacy to work alongside National Park Service staff. 
   
Dump Clean-Up and Campsite Enhancements: $6,000 
Utah Conservation Corps 
The Utah Conservation Corps (UCC) will be employing four AmeriCorps crew members for the Dump 
Clean-Up and Campground Enhancements and matching the grant by 25%.  One of the corps members 
will be a veteran.  Upon completion of this project the BLM and UCC look forward to significantly 
improved recreational and aesthetic values for this site. 
 
Warren Bridge and Scab Creek Trails:  $6,000 
Utah Conservation Corps 
The Utah Conservation Corps (UCC) will be employing four AmeriCorps crew members for 
maintenance of the Warren Bridge and Scab Creek Trails and providing a 25% match to the grant.  
One of these members will be a veteran.  Upon completion of the project the BLM and UCC look 
forward to enhanced public safety, a renewed visitor experience and a reduction of resource damage 
due to runoff and use. 
 
Beaver River Riparian Enhancement:  $18,400 
American Conservation Experience 
ACE proposes to work with the Cedar City BLM to augment work crews with 3-8 Native American on 
the Beaver River Riparian Enhancement project.   The American Conservation Experience (ACE) has 
worked alongside the BLM-Cedar City field office staff for the past 3 years to remove invasive species 
and improve the fisheries and riparian habitat of the Beaver River.  The work goals for this project are 
to continue these restoration efforts while extending personal growth opportunities to Native American 
youth.  The current proposal will be matched with $10,000 in funds that are currently allocated to the 
project through the BLM as well as the volunteer hours accrued by the ACE corps members and 
Native American youth working on the project.  This effort will both enhance the lives and career 
opportunities for those involved as well as assist in restoring and enhancing the riparian areas of the 
Beaver River. 
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Acknowledgments 
Salt Lake City 50 Cities Event 

Salt Lake City, UT 
August 6, 2015 

 

• Jesus Hernandez, Student Engineer, Bureau of Reclamation (MC) 
• Mayor Ralph Becker 
• Rich West, President & CEO of the YMCA of Northern Utah 
• Victor Ingalls, Vice President and General Manager, World Service Salt Lake 

City, American Express   
• TBD: YMCA Day Campers  
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Talking Points for Secretary Jewell 
Salt Lake City 50 Cities Event; August 6, 2015 

 

• Problem: growing disconnect between young people and nature 
 

o Mayor Becker recognizes this, as I do 
o So do enlightened companies like AMEX, American Eagle Outfitters, Coca-

Cola 
 

•  21CSC / Play Learn Serve Work 
 

• Administration is fully committed 
 

o Interior now leading First Lady’s Let’s Move! Outside initiative 
o Every Kid in a Park 
o Upcoming NPS Centennial 
o Announcing additional funding today totaling more than $258,000 for more 

conservation partnerships right here in UT  
 For groups like : 

• UT Conservation Corps 
• Grand Staircase Escalante Partners 
• River Restoration Adventures for Tomorrow & 
• American Conservation Experience  

 
• Partnering with 50 cities across the country, proud to announce Salt Lake 

City 
 

• With this partnership -  funding for two positions – a Community 
Coordinator and AmeriCorps coordinator – for two years 
 

• Why this is important 
o Connection to place that never leaves them 
o Gift that keeps on giving for our cities 

 
• Thank our newest partner, AMEX 

o $5 million to support volunteers 
 

• These, and many other reasons, are why Salt Lake City was selected as part one 
of the 50 cities  
 

• Introduce Rich West, President & CEO of the YMCA of Northern Utah 
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EVENT MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY 
 

Hike with Mayor Ralph Becker 
 

DATE:   Thursday, August 6, 2015  
LOCATION:  Big Cottonwood Canyon 
TIME:   8:00AM – 8:30AM MDT 
FROM:   Steven Avila, Special Assistant, Office of Intergovernmental and External Affairs  
  Lindsey Wagner-Oveson, Special Assistant 
 
I. PURPOSE 
 
You will join Salt Lake City Mayor Ralph Becker on a hike at Big Cottonwood Canyon. This is 
an informal event and you should wear comfortable hiking clothes and shoes. The hike itself is 
about 0.5 miles and should take less than a half hour to complete. 
 
II. PARTICIPANTS 
 
You 
Mayor Becker 
 
III. KEY FACTS/HOT TOPICS  
 
Mayor Becker is currently competing in a close primary with former state lawmaker Jackie 
Biskupski and is seeking a third term in office. The primary election will be held on August 11 
and will determine the two candidates that move on to the November general election. 

 
In July, Mayor Becker announced he is requesting that the City Council place a $125 million to 
$150 million bond measure on the November ballot to fund his Connecting You to Nature plan, a 
wide-ranging package of improvements to the City’s system of parks, trails and open spaces. The 
Mayor’s press release with additional details of the plan is included in your attachments. 
 
Mountain Accord 
Mountain Accord, a group of over 20 public and private entities, is working to develop a plan for 
the future of Wsatch Mountains that solves challenges in transportation, the environment, 
recreation, and the economy. Nearly 85% of the state’s population lives along the range’s 
western front. After a two-year process, the Accord’s Executive Committee, made up of county 
officials, individuals from the Utah Department of Transportation, the Utah Transit Authority, 
the U.S. Forest Service, Ski Utah, and environmentalists, unanimously approved the blueprint in 
July 2015 (the official signing ceremony took place on Monday, August 3rd, 2015). The project 
now moves into Phase 2: more research, more public feedback, and an Environmental Impact 
Statement as part of the required National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 
 
To avoid the appearance of plan endorsement, federal officials abstained from signing the plan 
just yet. The U.S. Forest Service will have a major role in Phase 2, as it will have to approve 
thousands of acres in land swaps with adjoining ski areas for the Accord to work.  
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Highlights of the Accord: 
 

• A Federal Land Designation  
• Conversion of Private to Public Lands 
• Transportation Solutions 
• Environmental Monitoring 
• Trail Improvements 

 
Options for the federal land designation:  
 

• National Recreation Area 
• National Monument 
• Conservation Management Area) 

 
It is intended the federal lands will continue to be managed by the U.S. Forest Service.  
 
News Articles (attached) 
 
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865632376/Mountain-Accord-plan-released-now-the-real-
work-begins.html?pg=all 
 
http://www.ksl.com/?nid=148&sid=35447797 
 
A copy of the Mountain Accord Blueprint is attached.  

 
IV. BACKGROUND 
  
Big Cottonwood Canyon Trailhead 

 
Big Cottonwood Canyon is a canyon in the Wasatch Range 12 miles southeast of Salt Lake City. 
The 15-mile long canyon provides hiking, biking, picnicking, rock-climbing, camping and 
fishing in the summer. The canyon and the adjoining Little Cottonwood Canyon contain 
significant biodiversity and are home to a number of rare and endemic plant species.  

 
Big Cottonwood Canyon is also a watershed canyon that supplies drinking water to the Wasatch 
Front, therefore pets and other domesticated animals are not allowed. In November 2011, a 
proposal to construct a gondola linking Solitude Ski Resort through Big Cottonwood Canyon to 
the Canyons Resort in Summit County drew criticism over concerns about its potential effect on 

sensitive terrain and watershed impacts 
 
V. BIOGRAPHY 
Salt Lake City Mayor Ralph Becker is currently the two-term Mayor 
of Utah’s Capital City.  He was elected in 2007 and re-elected in 2011 
by a wide margin. A visible and highly regarded national leader 
among U.S. mayors, Mayor Becker currently serves as President of the 
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National League of Cities and recently completed work as one of a small group of municipal 
leaders on the White House Task Force on Climate Preparedness and Resilience. 
 
As Mayor, he has been an advocate for expanding Salt Lake City’s mobility and transportation 
options, sustainability, equality, social justice and enhancing the artistic and cultural life of the 
City.  During the great recession (which began the year he took office) Mayor Becker led Salt 
Lake City government in addressing the largest budget gap in the City’s history without raising 
taxes, reducing core City services or implementing significant layoffs. 
 
Mayor Becker’s administration has also built a reputation for its strong emphasis on social 
justice, human rights and achieved landmark legislation aimed at protecting the rights of the 
City’s LGBT community. 
 
During his time in office, Mayor Becker has led Salt Lake City in the passing of Utah’s first non-
discrimination ordinance and created the state’s first mutual commitment registry, to recognize 
and extend benefits to domestic partners.  In December 2013, when gay marriage briefly became 
legal in Utah, Mayor Becker enthusiastically officiated for 35 couples who were married on the 
first day. And, in October 2014, helped lead the celebration of the U.S. Supreme Court action 
that resulted in legalizing same-sex marriage in Utah for the foreseeable future. 
 
Before serving as the chief executive of Salt Lake City, Ralph was a member of the Utah State 
House of Representatives, highlighted by five years as the House Democratic Leader.  Mayor 
Becker is currently the President of the National League of Cities, where he advocates on behalf 
of more than 19,000 local governments. Away from work, Mayor Becker is an avid outdoorsman 
who seeks as much time in Utah’s wildlands as he can find. He and his wife Kate can often be 
found backcountry skiing, hiking, camping and running rivers. 
  
V. ATTACHMENTS 
 
Big Cottonwood Canyon Map (attachment 1) 
Mayor’s Press Release on Connecting You to Nature Plan (attachment 2) 
Mountain Accord Blueprint (attachment 3) 
 
 











Canyonlands National Park

Working with Utah

By the Numbers
Almost every American city and town claims a little bit of the National Park Service. Communities invite us to help them. Together we build trails
and playgrounds, return historic buildings to productive use, revitalize neighborhoods, expand affordable housing, protect watersheds, recognize and
promote local history, and introduce the next generation to stewardship opportunities. When we combine our expertise and resources we can
accomplish great things.

13 national parks

10,551,040 visitors to national parks

$729,700,000 economic benefit from national park tourism

1,811 National Register of Historic Places listings

$214,096,156 of historic rehabilitation projects stimulated by
tax incentives (since 1995)

124,908 hours donated by volunteers

2 National Heritage Areas

4 National Natural Landmarks

14 National Historic Landmarks

$49,965,822 in Land & Water Conservation Fund grants
(since 1965)

2,765 acres transferred by Federal Lands to Parks for local
parks and recreation (since 1948)

$25,642,512 in historic preservation grants (since 1969)

61 community conservation and recreation projects
(since 1987)

668 places recorded by heritage documentation programs

2,452,681 objects in national park museum collections

25 threatened and endangered species in national parks

6,716 archeological sites in national parks

91 Certified Local Governments

2 Teaching with Historic Places lesson plans

4 Discover Our Shared Heritage travel itineraries

               

               

These numbers are just a sample of the National Park Service's work  Figures are for the fiscal year that ended 9/30/14

Learn more about National Park Service work with Utah

Visit us at: www.nps.gov/utah
Have questions? Email: utah@nps.gov

The National Park Service cares
for special places saved by the
American people so that all may
experience our heritage.



Little Mountain Bullhog

Project ID: 2931 Status: Project Approved for Fiscal Year: 2015

Description: This is the 3rd phase of the Onaqui

 East Bench Sagebrush Enhancement project designed

 to improve sagebrush habitat by thinning encroaching

 juniper and seeding where necessary.  1,050 Acres

 will be treated in this phase

Location: The project is located on the east

 bench of the southern part fo the Onaqui Mountains

 just north of Lookout Pass.

Project Manager: Brad Jessop

PM Agency: Bureau of Land Management

PM Office: Salt Lake

Lead Agency/Organization: Bureau of Land

 Management

UWRI Region: Central

Submitted to:                          [ x ] UWRI                         [   ] Habitat Council                         [ x ] External Conservation Permit                         

                         [   ] BRFAC                         

Description of Need for Project: The overall goal is to improve sagebrush habitat for mule deer and nearby

 sagegrouse by removing juniper and seeding where necessary.  This is the 3rd phase of treatment in this portion

 of the Onaqui Mountains but extensive work has been completed to the north.  
Healthy sagebrush ecosystems should

 consist of a diverse array of plants and support a wide variety of wildlife species.  However, sagebrush habitat

 on the eastern slopes of the Onaqui Mountains, which has been identified by UDWR as crucial mule deer habitat,

 is becoming degraded due to juniper encroachment.  Where junipers dominate they outcompete understory species

 for light, moisture, and nutrients eventually resulting in nearly complete removal of the understory.  Without

 understory vegetation the native seed bank is depleted and the site becomes susceptible to soil erosion and invasion

 by cheatgrass.  Excessive fuel buildup can eventually lead to catastrophic wildfire which may threaten property

 and further degrade the ecosystem by promoting the growth and expansion of cheatgrass.  Once established, cheatgrass

 becomes a major obstacle preventing the recolonization and growth of native perennial vegetation.  In order to

 curb this process of degradation it is essential that action be taken.  Degraded sagebrush habitat can be improved

 by removing junipers and reseeding with perennial species.  This proactive approach reduces the risk of catastrophic

 wildfire and possible cheatgrass encroachment by decreasing fuel loads and replenishing the seedbank with desirable

 species.  The Salt Lake Field Office of the BLM will treat the encroaching juniper to decrease the risk of high

 severity wildfire, restore ecosystem function, and improve wildlife habitat.  This project ties in with multiple

 other fuel reduction projects that have occurred on the east facing slopes of the Onaqui Mountains.

Objectives: -Remove up to 90% of existing junipers in select areas; protect and preserve sagebrush habitat

 .  
- Reduce crown fire potential and fuel loading by decreasing juniper cover to less than 10% immediately post

 treatment.
- Improve ecosystem resiliency by increasing perennial grass and forb cover (>15% and >5% respectively

 by 3 years post treatment) by reducing juniper and seeding where necessary.
- Increase available moisture for

 residual and seeded plant species by removing competition from trees. 


Threats/Risks: This project focuses on juniper removal as a means to maintain healthy sagebrush habitat.

  Sagebrush is at risk of being lost due to excessive juniper, subsequent wildfire, and high potential for cheatgrass
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 invasion.  The lower portion of the project area is within occupied sage grouse habitat.

Relation to Management Plans: See attachment for full list:

1)	Utah Greater Sage grouse Management Plan,

 2009 Publication 09-17, State of Utah, Department of Natural Resources, Division of Wildlife Resources, - Specifically

 the plan addresses goals outlined in part B-1.3 Public land habitat objectives; A Vegetation management, D Fire

 Management, and E Conifer Encroachment - 1. Reduce conifers that are encroaching on sagebrush habitats using appropriate

 methods, which may include: masticators, chains, chain saws, prescribed fire, etc (pp45-48). In addition it addresses

 goals in section B-2.3 Public land habitat restoration objectives (p 49-50).

2)	Bureau of Land Management -

 Greater Sage-Grouse Interim Management Policies and Procedures (2011) – This plan meets the guidelines for conservation

 policy and procedures in both the “Preliminary Priority Habitat” (PPH) and “Preliminary General Habitat” (PGH).

 Which call for implementation of vegetation treatments (e.g., pinyon/juniper removal, fuels treatments, green

 stripping) and associated effectiveness monitoring between Resources, Fuels Management, Emergency Stabilization,

 and Burned Area Rehabilitation programs to promote the maintenance of large intact sagebrush communities.

3)	Utah

 Conservation Strategy (Utah Wildlife Action Plan), 2005 Publication Number 05-19, State of Utah, Department of

 Natural Resources, Division of Wildlife Resources, Effective 2005-2015 - The General Threat of Greater Sage-grouse

 (Centrocercus urophasianus) habitat loss due to Pinyon -Juniper succession in sagebrush habitats should be addressed

 by the conservation actions of enhancing fragmented and degraded  habitats [Juniper removal] (6-27). Habitat problems

 and conservation actions (8-8) by addressing fire cycle alteration with methods to disturb decadent [Pinion-Juniper]

 vegetation.

4)	Utah Division of Wildlife Resources Statewide Management Plan for Mule deer. Section IV Statewide

 management goals and objectives. This plan will address Habitat Objective 2: Improve the quality and quantity

 of vegetation for mule deer on a minimum of 500,000 acres of crucial range by 2013 (p11-12). Strategy C. Initiate

 broad scale vegetative treatment projects to improve mule deer habitat with emphasis on drought or fire damaged

 sagebrush winter ranges, ranges that are being taken over by invasive annual grass species, and ranges being diminished

 by encroachment of conifers into sagebrush or aspen habitats. Strategy f. Encourage land managers to manage portions

 of pinion-juniper woodlands and aspen/conifer forests in early successional stages. 

5)	Oquirrh-Stansbury Deer

 Herd Management Plan, Deer Herd Unit # 18 (2006) - Habitat - At present, the availability of high quality summer

 range may be more limiting to this deer population than winter range. Range condition, however, of winter ranges

 is a long-term problem. Encroachment by juniper trees and the resultant loss of forage production, diversity and

 quality is very widespread. Habitat Management Strategies; Continue to restore and improve sagebrush steppe habitats

 critical to deer according to DWR’s
Habitat Initiative, Cooperate with federal land management agencies and private

 landowners in carrying out habitat improvements such as reseedings, controlled burns, [mechanical juniper removal],

 and water developments on public lands.

Methods: Bullhog approximately 1,050 acres of juniper leaving a mosaic pattern and travel corridors for

 wildlife.  Seed would be applied to areas lacking perennial grasses and forbs prior to mastication (326 acres).

  Non-seeded areas have sufficient understory to respond to tree removal without requiring supplementary seeding.

 Old growth will be avoided.  The BLM will contract the work which will likely be done in  fall of 2014.


Grazing / Management Prescriptions: The project area falls almost entirely within the East Onaqui R.C.A.

 allotment.  Seeding will occur on about one-fourth of the project area.  The East Onaqui RCA has a grazing management

 system and is used for winter grazing on the lower pastures.   The BLM will work with the permitees to keep animals

 away from seeded areas but fencing will not be constructed as part of this project.

This area will be maintained

 as sagebrush habitat.  Potential threats include noxious weed invasion, cross country OHV use, and reinvasion

 of juniper.  Periodic visual inspection, photo points, and vegetation monitoring will occur to assess current
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 conditions and track trends over time.   The longevity of the treatment will be maintained by slashing young junipers

 that resprout within the project area.  Slashing could occur between 10 and 15 years post-treatment.

Monitoring Methods: Multiple monitoring plots will be established and read within the project area.  Plant

 species richness and abundance will be recorded.   Photos will be taken and a qualitative site condition assessment

 completed.  Sagegrouse occupancy will also be assessed within our plots.  Data will be collected pre, 1, 3, and

 5 years post treatment.  


Archaeology

Date Project Manager Comments

12/11/2013 Cultural resource inventory was completed in 2010.  All eligible sites will be

 avoided.

NEPA

Date NEPA Comments

12/11/2013 NEPA has not been completed for this area but will be prior to implementation.

Species Affected

Primary

Species Status

Greater Sage-grouse S3

Mule Deer S4

Secondary

Species Status

Shrubsteppe Birds SNA
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Budget

Item Description UWRI Partner In-Kind FY

Personal Services (permanent

 employee)

Project development and design.  14 days @ $200/day. $0.00 $0.00 $2,800.00 2015

Contractual Services Bullhog contract for 1,050 acres estimated @ $230/ac. UDWR will

 administer the contract but BLM will do project inspection.

  UWRI $116,500, BLM Fuels $125,000

$241,500.00 $0.00 $0.00 2015

NEPA NEPA has not been completed yet, but will be prior to

 implementation.

$0.00 $0.00 $3,500.00 2015

Personal Services (seasonal

 employee)

Cost of seasonal employees for flagging and monitoring. 21 days

 @ $150/day. 

$0.00 $3,150.00 $0.00 2015

Motor Pool Vehicle expenses for project flagging, monitoring, contract

 admin.

$0.00 $2,000.00 $0.00 2015

Archaeological Clearance Cultural survey completed in 2010. 1,050acres x $13.88/ac. $0.00 $14,575.00 $0.00 2011

Seed (GBRC) Seed for 326 acres of the project. $14,331.00 $0.00 $0.00 2015

Contractual Services Cost for aerially seeding 326 ac.  Est. @ $12/ac. $3,912.00 $0.00 $0.00 2015

Budget Totals

UWRI Partner Net Total

Totals $259,743.00           + $19,725.00           = $279,468.00

+    $6,300.00 In-Kind Total

Grand Total: $285,768.00
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Funding

Source Amount In-Kind Funding Channel FY

MDF $5,000.00 $0.00 UWRI 2015

RMEF $1,000.00 $0.00 UWRI 2015

SFW $2,500.00 $0.00 UWRI 2015

Utah Bowman&apos;s Association $2,000.00 $0.00 UWRI 2015

Safari Club International $2,000.00 $0.00 UWRI 2015

MDF Expo Permit $20,000.00 $0.00 UWRI 2015

BLM HLI (Range 1020) $60,000.00 $0.00 UWRI 2015

FFSL (pre-suppression) $20,000.00 $0.00 UWRI 2015

DNR Watershed $22,243.00 $0.00 UWRI 2015

BLM Fuels (West Desert) $125,000.00 $0.00 UWRI 2015

BLM Fuels (West Desert) $19,725.00 $6,300.00 BLM 2015

Funding Totals

Through UWRI Through Partner Net Total

Totals $259,743.00           + $19,725.00           = $279,468.00

+    $6,300.00 In-Kind Total

Grand Total: $285,768.00
Type Percent
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Project ID: 2931

Total Terrestrial Acres: 1,054.61

Total Aquatic/Riparian Acres: 0.00

Total Stream Miles: 7.86

Project Terrestrial Treatment Areas

A

Area Unit

1049.51908046 acres

Action Treatment Herbicide Type

Bullhog Full size
Land Ownership Acres

Ownership: State, Administration: SITLA 0.11

Ownership: Federal, Administration: BLM 1,049.41

Land Cover Acres

Inter-Mountain Basins Big Sagebrush Shrubland 439.47

Rocky Mountain Dry-Mesic Montane Mixed Conifer Forest and 0.20

Great Basin Xeric Mixed Sagebrush Shrubland 26.57

Invasive Annual Grassland 38.43

Great Basin Pinyon-Juniper Woodland 479.64

Invasive Perennial Grassland 7.05

Inter-Mountain Basins Montane Sagebrush Steppe 17.30

Rocky Mountain Gambel Oak-Mixed Montane Shrubland 39.22

Inter-Mountain Basins Semi-Desert Shrub-Steppe 1.66

Region

CENTRAL REGION

Focus Area Acres

Rangeland 1,049.52

B

Area Unit

326.17266151 acres

Action Treatment Herbicide Type

Seeding (primary) Broadcast (aerial-helicopter)
Land Ownership Acres

Ownership: Federal, Administration: BLM 326.17

Land Cover Acres

Great Basin Pinyon-Juniper Woodland 309.38

Inter-Mountain Basins Montane Sagebrush Steppe 8.60

Rocky Mountain Gambel Oak-Mixed Montane Shrubland 1.58

Inter-Mountain Basins Big Sagebrush Shrubland 5.53

Invasive Annual Grassland 0.83

Rocky Mountain Dry-Mesic Montane Mixed Conifer Forest and 0.26
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Region

CENTRAL REGION

Focus Area Acres

Rangeland 326.17
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For Immediate Release 
Contact: Aimee Edwards  
edwards@utah.gov 
mobile: (801) 755-3085 
 
 

Gov. Herbert urges Obama to avoid unilateral monument designation  
 
SALT LAKE CITY (August 3, 2015) – Gov. Gary R. Herbert sent a letter to President Barack 
Obama today strongly urging the president to not use unilateral executive authority to designate a 
national monument in Utah. Instead, the Governor is encouraging the Obama Administration to 
pursue an open, public designation process to protect lands in Utah.   
 
“There is a right way and a wrong way to determine land management decisions,” said Gov. 
Herbert. “Unilateral monuments are the wrong way. Ground-up, open, public processes are the 
right way.”  
 
For over two years, Congressman Rob Bishop and Congressman Jason Chaffetz have 
spearheaded the Public Lands Initiative, an open, collaborative effort to resolve many 
long-standing challenges, including potential areas being considered for monument designation. 
This process has incorporated the views of a diverse group of more than 100 stakeholders, 
including the environmental and business communities, as well as state, county, Native 
American, and federal officials in an effort to craft federal legislation that would strike the 
appropriate balance between preservation and development. An Antiquities Act designation 
would undermine these important working relationships and future progress.  
 
Utah’s previous experience with a unilateral monument designation when President Clinton 
designated the Grand Staircase Escalante National Monument.  
 
“Nearly two decades later, this designation continues to be a source of mistrust, frustration, and 
acrimony toward the federal government among local residents,” said Gov. Herbert. “I am 



certain that another presidential monument in Utah will likewise result in decades of resentment 
and conflict.”  
 
Full text of the letter is available here.  
 
# # # 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Public Lands Initiative Informal Stakeholders and Interested Parties (as of June 19, 2013) 

 
Carbon County 
Emery County 
Grand County 
Uintah County 
San Juan County 
Wayne County  
Congressman Jason Chaffetz 
Congressman Jim Matheson 
Congressman Chris Stewart 
Senator Orrin Hatch 
Senator Mike Lee 
Governor Gary Herbert 
Secretary Sally Jewell 
The Office of Congressman Rush Holt 
The Office of Senator Dick Durbin 
Utah Association of Counties 
Ute Indian Tribe 
Navajo Nation   
Vet Voice Foundation  
Utah Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office 
State Institutional Trust Lands Administration  
Blue Ribbon Coalition  
Utah Shared Access Alliance  
San Juan Public Entry and Access Rights 
Utah Farm Bureau  
Utah Cattlemen Association  
PEW Campaign for America’s Wilderness 
The Wilderness Society  
Utah BLM Director Juan Palma  
Grand Canyon Trust  
Trout Unlimited  
Utah Guides and Outfitters 
Back Country Hunters and Anglers 
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 
Utah Chapter of Safari Club International  
Sportsman for Fish and Wildlife 
Utah Mining Association  
Utah Balanced Resource Council  
Utah Petroleum Association  
Western Energy Alliance  
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance  
The Nature Conservancy  
Outdoor Industry Alliance  
National Trust for Historic Preservation 
National Parks Conservation Association  
Great Old Broads for Wilderness 
Public Lands Solutions  
Utah Environmental Congress 
National Outdoor Leadership School 

Friends of Cedar Mesa 
Southeast Utah Grazing Improvement Program 
The Trust for Public Lands 
Utah Outdoor Business Network 
Western Spirit Cycling Adventures  
American Lands Council  
Red Cliffs Lodge 
Colorado Plateau Coalition  
Backcountry Horsemen 
Independent Petroleum Association of America  
Utah Rural Electric Co-ops 
Rural Utah Water Users 
Tread Lightly 
American Petroleum Institute  
Round River Conservation Studies  
Natural Resources Defense Council 
Colorado Canyons Association 
Utah Petroleum Marketers and Retailers 
Association  
Crow Canyon Archeological Center 
Grand Staircase-Escalante Partners     
Citizens for Dixie’s Future 
Americans for Responsible Recreation Access 
Recreational Off-Highway Vehicle Association 
Mule Deer Foundation  
Utah Woolgrowers 
Wyss Foundation 
Salt Lake Chamber of Commerce  
Central Utah Project  
Moab Chamber of Commerce 
Vernal Chamber of Commerce 
Emery County Chamber of Commerce 
Blanding Chamber of Commerce 
Utah 4 Wheel Drive Association  
Moab 4 Wheel Driver Club 
Sage Brush Coalition  
National Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation 
Council 
Motorcycle Industry Council/Specialty Vehicle 
Institute of America 
Specialty Equipment Manufacturers Association 
American Council of Snowmobile Associations 
Big Game Forever 
Northwest Mining Association  
Women’s Mining Coalition  
Conservation Leadership Council  
American Outdoors Association  
The Sierra Club  

 







The Central Wasatch mountains are one of Utah’s most pristine and valuable natural resources. In the face of 
a rapidly growing population, those resources will be at increased risk unless action is taken now.  Mountain 
Accord was established to make critical decisions and implement solutions to preserve the Central Wasatch 

and ensure long term vitality.    

COMMENT HERECOMMENT HERECOMMENT HERE
3

Mountain Accord has developed a proposed Blueprint for the future that balances the four systems of the Central Wasatch 
mountains – environment, recreation, transportation and economy. Over the last year, Mountain Accord brought together more than
20 organizations and nearly 200 stakeholders and experts to help develop visions and goals and define an “ideal” future for each 
system. This unprecedented collaboration helped create a proposed Blueprint for the future that includes responsible stewardship 
of natural resources, quality recreation experiences, an environmentally sustainable transportation system, and a vibrant economy. 

Your input is vital in determining the future of one of Utah’s most important resources.  Tell us what you think of 
the proposed Blueprint! Review the Blueprint details and                                                        by March 16.   

MOUNTAIN ACCORD PROCESS

















Your input is vital in determining the 
future of one of Utah’s most important 
resources. Tell us what you think of the 
proposed Blueprint! 

Want to learn more and interact 
with local leaders?

•  Salt Lake Q&A 
    Feb. 11, 2015
    6:00-7:30 pm 
    Cottonwood High School Auditorium

•  Park City Q&A/Open House 
    Feb. 24, 2015
    6:00-8:30 pm 
    Eccles Center for the Performing Arts
    
•  Salt Lake Open House 
    Feb. 25, 2015
    6:00-8:30 pm
    Skyline High School

COMMENT HERE!COMMENT HERE!COMMENT HERE!

19

HOW DO I GET INVOLVED?

DEVELOP IDEAL 
SYSTEMS

REFINE AND 
APPROVE 

BLUEPRINT

MERGE IDEAL 
SYSTEMS INTO 

PROPOSED 
BLUEPRINT

ENVIRONMENTAL 
REVIEW AND 

IMPLEMENTATION



Conversation Contents
Gov. Hubert's office called

"Click, Molly" <molly_click@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Click, Molly" <molly_click@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Tue Jul 28 2015 08:55:15 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>,
Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Gov. Hubert's office called

Got a call from Gov. Gary Hubert's office. He would like to speak to the Secretary or the
Deputy today. He's hearing all of the rumblings about Bears Ears and wants to go directly
to the source and find out what's going on. 

He is available today after 3:00 Eastern time. Please advise. I have the name and number
of his assistant, along with some times that he's available later this afternoon.

Thanks.

-- 
Molly Click
Special Assistant to the Secretary
Department of the Interior
(202) 208-6087

"Iacobucci, Francis" <francis_iacobucci@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Iacobucci, Francis" <francis_iacobucci@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Tue Jul 28 2015 10:29:27 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Click, Molly" <molly_click@ios.doi.gov>

CC:
Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>,
Nikki Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>, Katie Rupp
<katherine_rupp@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Gov. Hubert's office called

We're on for 9:35am tomorrow, SJ calling his cell. 



Tommy/Nikki - we'll do prep at 8:30 and make it a full half hour as Kate and I have a few
scheduling items to go over w/ her. 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Click, Molly <molly_click@ios.doi.gov>
Date: Tue, Jul 28, 2015 at 10:55 AM
Subject: Gov. Hubert's office called
To: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>, Nicole Buffa
<nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

Got a call from Gov. Gary Hubert's office. He would like to speak to the Secretary or
the Deputy today. He's hearing all of the rumblings about Bears Ears and wants to go
directly to the source and find out what's going on. 

He is available today after 3:00 Eastern time. Please advise. I have the name and
number of his assistant, along with some times that he's available later this afternoon.

Thanks.

-- 
Molly Click
Special Assistant to the Secretary
Department of the Interior
(202) 208-6087

-- 
Molly Click
Special Assistant to the Secretary
Department of the Interior
(202) 208-6087

-- 
Francis Iacobucci
Director | Scheduling and Advance
Department of the Interior
202.208.5723 (direct)

***All scheduling requests for Secretary Jewell should be sent to scheduling@ios.doi.gov



Sent from my iPhone

-- 
Jessica Kershaw
Senior Adviser & Press Secretary
U.S. Dept of the Interior
@DOIPressSec
202-208-6416

Sally Jewell <srj2@ios.doi.gov>

From: Sally Jewell <srj2@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Sun Jul 26 2015 14:07:27 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: RE: Bears Ears story from last night

Got it – thx.
 
From: Tommy Beaudreau [mailto:tommy beaudreau@ios.doi.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, July 26, 2015 3:21 PM
To: Sally Jewell
Subject: Fwd: Bears Ears story from last night
 
Sally - See the attached article.  Relevant to our call tomorrow morning. 

TPB

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica kershaw@ios.doi.gov>
Date: July 25, 2015 at 10:51:29 PM EDT
To: Blake Androff <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>, Kate Kelly <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>,  John Blair
<john blair@ios.doi.gov>, Sarah Neimeyer <sarah neimeyer@ios.doi.gov>,  Tommy Beaudreau
<tommy beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: Nikki Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Bears Ears story from last night

We will be prepared for an answer on this at the Deseret News edit board in a couple weeks - see below. 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Nedra Darling <nedra darling@ios.doi.gov>
Date: Saturday, July 25, 2015
Subject: Bears Ears story from last night
To: Kevin Washburn <kevin.washburn@bia.gov>, Jessica Kershaw <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>, Nicole
Buffa <nicole buffa@ios.doi.gov>

FYI

http://m.deseretnews.com/article/865633243/Does-secret-southern-Utah-meeting-mean-feds-are-plotting-new-
national-monument.html?
ref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F%3Fref%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F



Sent from my iPhone

--
Jessica Kershaw
Senior Adviser & Press Secretary
U.S. Dept of the Interior
@DOIPressSec
202-208-6416
 
 

"Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Mon Jul 27 2015 06:32:09 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

CC:
Blake Androff <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>, Kate Kelly <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>,
John Blair <john_blair@ios.doi.gov>, Sarah Neimeyer
<sarah_neimeyer@ios.doi.gov>, Tommy Beaudreau
<tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Bears Ears story from last night

A Salt Lake City TV has also picked up a variation of the story - see below.

Nikki - let me know how I can help - these weren't requests we worked on and I'm not sure me reaching out
settles the narrative but I can help as needed/desired.

Also providing coverage is KSL-TV Salt Lake City (UT) Salt Lake City (7/26, 1.07M).

On Sunday, July 26, 2015, Nicole Buffa <nicole buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
This article is not accurate and I am trying to get some of it corrected through the cedar mesa folks. 

On Jul 25, 2015, at 10:51 PM, "Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica kershaw@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

We will be prepared for an answer on this at the Deseret News edit board in a couple weeks - see
below. 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Nedra Darling <nedra darling@ios.doi.gov>
Date: Saturday, July 25, 2015
Subject: Bears Ears story from last night
To: Kevin Washburn <kevin.washburn@bia.gov>, Jessica Kershaw
<jessica kershaw@ios.doi.gov>, Nicole Buffa <nicole buffa@ios.doi.gov>

FYI

http://m.deseretnews.com/article/865633243/Does-secret-southern-Utah-meeting-mean-feds-are-
plotting-new-national-monument.html?
ref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F%3Fref%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F

Sent from my iPhone



-- 
Jessica Kershaw
Senior Adviser & Press Secretary
U.S. Dept of the Interior
@DOIPressSec
202-208-6416

-- 
Jessica Kershaw
Senior Adviser & Press Secretary
U.S. Dept of the Interior
@DOIPressSec
202-208-6416

Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Mon Jul 27 2015 06:33:03 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>

CC:
Blake Androff <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>, Kate Kelly <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>,
John Blair <john_blair@ios.doi.gov>, Sarah Neimeyer
<sarah_neimeyer@ios.doi.gov>, Tommy Beaudreau
<tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Bears Ears story from last night

Will call you as soon as I'm out of this horrendous security line. 

On Jul 27, 2015, at 8:32 AM, "Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica kershaw@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

A Salt Lake City TV has also picked up a variation of the story - see below.

Nikki - let me know how I can help - these weren't requests we worked on and I'm not sure me
reaching out settles the narrative but I can help as needed/desired.

Also providing coverage is KSL-TV Salt Lake City (UT) Salt Lake City (7/26, 1.07M).

On Sunday, July 26, 2015, Nicole Buffa <nicole buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
This article is not accurate and I am trying to get some of it corrected through the cedar mesa folks. 

On Jul 25, 2015, at 10:51 PM, "Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica kershaw@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

We will be prepared for an answer on this at the Deseret News edit board in a couple
weeks - see below. 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Nedra Darling <nedra_darling@ios.doi.gov>
Date: Saturday, July 25, 2015
Subject: Bears Ears story from last night
To: Kevin Washburn <kevin.washburn@bia.gov>, Jessica Kershaw
<jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>, Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

FYI



http://m.deseretnews.com/article/865633243/Does-secret-southern-Utah-meeting-mean-
feds-are-plotting-new-national-monument.html?
ref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F%3Fref%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F

Sent from my iPhone

-- 
Jessica Kershaw
Senior Adviser & Press Secretary
U.S. Dept of the Interior
@DOIPressSec
202-208-6416

-- 
Jessica Kershaw
Senior Adviser & Press Secretary
U.S. Dept of the Interior
@DOIPressSec
202-208-6416

Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Mon Jul 27 2015 10:19:49 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Jessica Kershaw <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>

CC:
Blake Androff <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>, Katherine Kelly
<kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>, John Blair <john_blair@ios.doi.gov>, Sarah Neimeyer
<sarah_neimeyer@ios.doi.gov>, Tommy Beaudreau
<tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: RE: Bears Ears story from last night

Just washed the TV piece.  It was pretty well done/balanced.  The “sworn to secrecy” thing cropped up again at the very
end.  So weird. 
 
From: Kershaw, Jessica [mailto:jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov] 
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2015 8:32 AM
To: Nicole Buffa
Cc: Blake Androff; Kate Kelly; John Blair; Sarah Neimeyer; Tommy Beaudreau
Subject: Re: Bears Ears story from last night
 
A Salt Lake City TV has also picked up a variation of the story - see below.
 
Nikki - let me know how I can help - these weren't requests we worked on and I'm not sure me reaching out settles the
narrative but I can help as needed/desired.
 
Also providing coverage is KSL-TV Salt Lake City (UT) Salt Lake City (7/26, 1.07M).

On Sunday, July 26, 2015, Nicole Buffa <nicole buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
This article is not accurate and I am trying to get some of it corrected through the cedar mesa folks. 

On Jul 25, 2015, at 10:51 PM, "Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica kershaw@ios.doi.gov> wrote:



We will be prepared for an answer on this at the Deseret News edit board in a couple weeks - see below. 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Nedra Darling <nedra_darling@ios.doi.gov>
Date: Saturday, July 25, 2015
Subject: Bears Ears story from last night
To: Kevin Washburn <kevin.washburn@bia.gov>, Jessica Kershaw <jessica kershaw@ios.doi.gov>, Nicole
Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

FYI

http://m.deseretnews.com/article/865633243/Does-secret-southern-Utah-meeting-mean-feds-are-plotting-new-
national-monument.html?
ref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F%3Fref%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F

Sent from my iPhone

--
Jessica Kershaw
Senior Adviser & Press Secretary
U.S. Dept of the Interior
@DOIPressSec
202-208-6416
 
 

--
Jessica Kershaw
Senior Adviser & Press Secretary
U.S. Dept of the Interior
@DOIPressSec
202-208-6416
 
 



Conversation Contents
For Review Before 6pm Today: Blog Post - Ancient Culture, Modern
Significance in Southeastern Utah

Attachments:

/31. For Review Before 6pm Today: Blog Post - Ancient Culture, Modern
Significance in Southeastern Utah/1.1 07-15 KW Blog Post on Utah Conservation
Mtg v3.docx

"Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Tue Jul 21 2015 11:05:44 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To:

Maureen Foster <maureen_foster@nps.gov>, Jonathan
Jarvis <Jon_Jarvis@nps.gov>, Neil Kornze
<nkornze@blm.gov>, Steven Ellis <sellis@blm.gov>, Anita
Bilbao <abilbao@blm.gov>, Kate Kelly
<kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Blake Androff
<blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>, Kevin Thompson
<kevin_thompson@ios.doi.gov>, Elizabeth Klein
<Elizabeth_Klein@ios.doi.gov>, Tommy Beaudreau
<tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>, Benjamin Milakofsky
<benjamin_milakofsky@ios.doi.gov>, John Blair
<john_blair@ios.doi.gov>

CC:

James Anderson <jeanderson@blm.gov>, Stephenne
Harding <stephenne_harding@ios.doi.gov>, Kevin
Washburn <kevin.washburn@bia.gov>, Sarah Harris
<sarah.harris@bia.gov>, Nikki Buffa
<nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>, Sarah Neimeyer
<sarah_neimeyer@ios.doi.gov>, Kathryn Isom-Clause
<Kathryn_Isom-Clause@ios.doi.gov>, Emily Beyer
<emily_beyer@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: For Review Before 6pm Today: Blog Post - Ancient Culture,
Modern Significance in Southeastern Utah

Attachments: 07-15 KW Blog Post on Utah Conservation Mtg v3.docx

Hi Folks - 

Below and attached is a draft blog post, authored by Kevin Washburn, to chronicle the
conservation meeting last week in Utah related to Bears Ears. 



As we did not issue a readout or standard press release for this meeting, this blog post
will be published on ASIA's press webpage to provide a record of the meeting.

This has been drafted and edited by a small group of folks already but is ready for your
review. 

We need to run this through the CEQ traps as well so your edits before end of day today
(6pm) are most helpful; at that time, we'll ship over to CEQ for their review.

Thanks for your timely edits/comments,
Jessica

--

Blog Post - Ancient Culture, Modern Significance in Southeastern Utah

 

By Kevin Washburn, Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs

 

Few places in the United States are as rich with cultural history as the wild lands of Southeastern
Utah. Ruins of ancient pueblo homes share a landscape showcasing thousands of examples of
stunning rock art.  For visitors to this landscape, the artistic work of the ancients who came before
is matched only by the beauty of the landscape.  For those who trace their ancestry back to these
ancient people, this beautiful landscape remains alive with the spirits of their ancestors.  For all, it
is a place of wonder.

 

With the Director of the National Park Service and the Deputy Director of the Bureau of Land
Management, I had the privilege of attending a meeting of tribal leaders from this region who
gathered this past weekend to discuss the importance of protecting a landscape around the striking
feature of the Cedar Mesa known as Bears Ears.  We were struck by the personal stories of
spiritual connection to this rugged land.  We heard a medicine man discuss the hundreds of species
of flora traditionally collected in the area to provide medicines for healing his people. We heard
other stories, too, and a shared desire to protect this land of their ancestors, so that they may share
it with their children and grandchildren.

 

The tribal coalition that has formed to protect this land is broad and deep. The meeting, which
occurred outdoors on the high mesa, among the pine trees, demonstrated the power of this sacred
land to bring people together. Begun by the Chairman of the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe, the meeting
was co-chaired by representatives from Navajo and Hopi.  Leadership from the Ute Indian Tribe of
northern Utah also participated, as well as pueblo representatives from as far away as Zuni and
Cochiti in New Mexico. The intertribal Bears Ears Coalition continues more than five years of
work to protect this area, led by the grassroots Utah Dine Bikeyah, and now has support from more



than two dozen tribes.

 

This Administration is profoundly committed to upholding our trust responsibility and treaty
obligations to Indian tribes and supporting tribal sovereignty and self-determination.  As we work
hard on initiatives to enhance culturally appropriate curriculum in our schools, to restore tribal
homelands and to address decades of federal mismanagement, we are also mindful of the
incredible responsibility of protecting the cultural heritage preserved in sacred landscapes.  We are
listening carefully to the tribes.  We look forward to working with tribal leaders who described to
us their responsibility to honor the spirits of their ancestors who continue to animate this landscape
and the equally important obligation to raise children – and future leaders – who share an unbroken
connection, through this landscape, with their ancestors.  We share the desire of tribal leaders to
protect sacred places and leave the earth better than we found it.

 

###

 

-- 
Jessica Kershaw
Senior Adviser & Press Secretary
U.S. Dept of the Interior
@DOIPressSec
202-208-6416

"Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Kershaw, Jessica" <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thu Jul 23 2015 15:09:56 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To:

Maureen Foster <maureen_foster@nps.gov>, Jonathan
Jarvis <Jon_Jarvis@nps.gov>, Neil Kornze
<nkornze@blm.gov>, Steven Ellis <sellis@blm.gov>, Anita
Bilbao <abilbao@blm.gov>, Kate Kelly
<kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Blake Androff
<blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>, Kevin Thompson
<kevin_thompson@ios.doi.gov>, Elizabeth Klein
<Elizabeth_Klein@ios.doi.gov>, Tommy Beaudreau
<tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>, Benjamin Milakofsky
<benjamin_milakofsky@ios.doi.gov>, John Blair
<john_blair@ios.doi.gov>
James Anderson <jeanderson@blm.gov>, Stephenne
Harding <stephenne_harding@ios.doi.gov>, Kevin
Washburn <kevin.washburn@bia.gov>, Sarah Harris
<sarah.harris@bia.gov>, Nikki Buffa



CC: <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>, Sarah Neimeyer
<sarah_neimeyer@ios.doi.gov>, Kathryn Isom-Clause
<Kathryn_Isom-Clause@ios.doi.gov>, Emily Beyer
<emily_beyer@ios.doi.gov>

Subject:
Re: For Review Before 6pm Today: Blog Post - Ancient
Culture, Modern Significance in Southeastern Utah

Team - the blog is posted and a link to photos has been embedded. You can find the blog here:

http://www.indianaffairs.gov/WhoWeAre/AS-IA/blog/index.htm

Thanks to all for the help in getting this over the finish line,
Jessica

On Tue, Jul 21, 2015 at 1:05 PM, Kershaw, Jessica <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

Hi Folks - 

Below and attached is a draft blog post, authored by Kevin Washburn, to chronicle the
conservation meeting last week in Utah related to Bears Ears. 

As we did not issue a readout or standard press release for this meeting, this blog post
will be published on ASIA's press webpage to provide a record of the meeting.

This has been drafted and edited by a small group of folks already but is ready for your
review. 

We need to run this through the CEQ traps as well so your edits before end of day
today (6pm) are most helpful; at that time, we'll ship over to CEQ for their review.

Thanks for your timely edits/comments,
Jessica

--

Blog Post - Ancient Culture, Modern Significance in Southeastern Utah

By Kevin Washburn, Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs

Few places in the United States are as rich with cultural history as the wild lands of
Southeastern Utah. Ruins of ancient pueblo homes share a landscape showcasing thousands of
examples of stunning rock art.  For visitors to this landscape, the artistic work of the ancients
who came before is matched only by the beauty of the landscape.  For those who trace their
ancestry back to these ancient people, this beautiful landscape remains alive with the spirits of
their ancestors.  For all, it is a place of wonder.



With the Director of the National Park Service and the Deputy Director of the Bureau of Land
Management, I had the privilege of attending a meeting of tribal leaders from this region who
gathered this past weekend to discuss the importance of protecting a landscape around the
striking feature of the Cedar Mesa known as Bears Ears.  We were struck by the personal stories
of spiritual connection to this rugged land.  We heard a medicine man discuss the hundreds of
species of flora traditionally collected in the area to provide medicines for healing his people.
We heard other stories, too, and a shared desire to protect this land of their ancestors, so that
they may share it with their children and grandchildren.

The tribal coalition that has formed to protect this land is broad and deep. The meeting, which
occurred outdoors on the high mesa, among the pine trees, demonstrated the power of this
sacred land to bring people together. Begun by the Chairman of the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe, the
meeting was co-chaired by representatives from Navajo and Hopi.  Leadership from the Ute
Indian Tribe of northern Utah also participated, as well as pueblo representatives from as far
away as Zuni and Cochiti in New Mexico. The intertribal Bears Ears Coalition continues more
than five years of work to protect this area, led by the grassroots Utah Dine Bikeyah, and now
has support from more than two dozen tribes.

This Administration is profoundly committed to upholding our trust responsibility and treaty
obligations to Indian tribes and supporting tribal sovereignty and self-determination.  As we
work hard on initiatives to enhance culturally appropriate curriculum in our schools, to restore
tribal homelands and to address decades of federal mismanagement, we are also mindful of the
incredible responsibility of protecting the cultural heritage preserved in sacred landscapes.  We
are listening carefully to the tribes.  We look forward to working with tribal leaders who
described to us their responsibility to honor the spirits of their ancestors who continue to
animate this landscape and the equally important obligation to raise children – and future
leaders – who share an unbroken connection, through this landscape, with their ancestors.  We
share the desire of tribal leaders to protect sacred places and leave the earth better than we found
it.

###

-- 
Jessica Kershaw
Senior Adviser & Press Secretary
U.S. Dept of the Interior
@DOIPressSec
202-208-6416



-- 
Jessica Kershaw
Senior Adviser & Press Secretary
U.S. Dept of the Interior
@DOIPressSec
202-208-6416



Blog Post - Ancient Culture, Modern Significance in Southeastern Utah 

By Kevin Washburn, Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs 

Few places in the United States are as rich with cultural history as the wild lands of Southeastern 
Utah. Ruins of ancient pueblo homes share a landscape showcasing thousands of examples of 
stunning rock art.  For visitors to this landscape, the artistic work of the ancients who came 
before is matched only by the beauty of the landscape.  For those who trace their ancestry back 
to these ancient people, this beautiful landscape remains alive with the spirits of their 
ancestors.  For all, it is a place of wonder. 

With the Director of the National Park Service and the Deputy Director of the Bureau of Land 
Management, I had the privilege of attending a meeting of tribal leaders from this region who 
gathered this past weekend to discuss the importance of protecting a landscape around the 
striking feature of the Cedar Mesa known as Bears Ears.  We were struck by the personal stories 
of spiritual connection to this rugged land.  We heard a medicine man discuss the hundreds of 
species of flora traditionally collected in the area to provide medicines for healing his people. We 
heard other stories, too, and a shared desire to protect this land of their ancestors, so that they 
may share it with their children and grandchildren. 

The tribal coalition that has formed to protect this land is broad and deep. The meeting, which 
occurred outdoors on the high mesa, among the pine trees, demonstrated the power of this sacred 
land to bring people together. Begun by the Chairman of the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe, the 
meeting was co-chaired by representatives from Navajo and Hopi.  Leadership from the Ute 
Indian Tribe of northern Utah also participated, as well as pueblo representatives from as far 
away as Zuni and Cochiti in New Mexico. The intertribal Bears Ears Coalition continues more 
than five years of work to protect this area, led by the grassroots Utah Dine Bikeyah, and now 
has support from more than two dozen tribes. 

This Administration is profoundly committed to upholding our trust responsibility and treaty 
obligations to Indian tribes and supporting tribal sovereignty and self-determination.  As we 
work hard on initiatives to enhance culturally appropriate curriculum in our schools, to restore 
tribal homelands and to address decades of federal mismanagement, we are also mindful of the 
incredible responsibility of protecting the cultural heritage preserved in sacred landscapes.  We 
are listening carefully to the tribes.  We look forward to working with tribal leaders who 
described to us their responsibility to honor the spirits of their ancestors who continue to animate 
this landscape and the equally important obligation to raise children – and future leaders – who 
share an unbroken connection, through this landscape, with their ancestors.  We share the desire 
of tribal leaders to protect sacred places and leave the earth better than we found it. 

### 



Conversation Contents
Fwd: Photos from Bears Ears Summer Gathering

Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Jul 22 2015 15:26:15 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To:

Jamey Anderson <jeanderson@blm.gov>, Neil Kornze
<nkornze@blm.gov>, Sarah Harris
<sarah.harris@bia.gov>, Steven Ellis <sellis@blm.gov>,
Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>,
Maureen Foster <maureen_foster@nps.gov>, Jon Jarvis
<jon_jarvis@nps.gov>, Kevin Washburn
<Kevin.Washburn@bia.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Photos from Bears Ears Summer Gathering

These are great photos. 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tim Peterson <tpeterson@grandcanyontrust.org>
Date: July 22, 2015 at 5:04:01 PM EDT
To: <jon_jarvis@nps.gov>, <arthur.blazer@osec.usda.gov>,
<kevin.washburn@bia.gov>, <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: Ryan Bidwell <ryan@conservationlands.org>, Brian O'Donnell
<Brian@conservationlands.org>, Gavin Noyes
<utahdinebikeyah@gmail.com>, Natasha Hale
<njohnson@grandcanyontrust.org>, Bill Hedden
<bhedden@grandcanyontrust.org>, Charles F Wilkinson
<Charles.Wilkinson@colorado.edu>, Mathew Gross <mathew@suwa.org>
Subject: Photos from Bears Ears Summer Gathering

Hi All,

As promised, here some are of my photos from this weekend's gathering, plus
a few scenic shots from inside the Bears Ears Cultural Landscape proposal
(mostly mine, but others are by Tom Till, James Kay, Matt Miller, Jonathan
Bailey and Ray Bloxham). 

https://goo.gl/photos/sGZeF6b9wERdb58t5



Here is a more comprehensive photo tour as well, all but #1 and #52 located
within San Juan County are in the Bears Ears polygon:
http://gctrust.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?
appid=ba1cb624dcfa46fca9341709bde690e7

Still more can be found here: http://www.bearsearscoalition.org/

I did not get cards from Steve or Jamie and don't have their emails - would
one of you mind forwarding this to them?

Thanks so much to all of you for coming, I enjoyed meeting and talking with
you all!

Thanks again, 

Tim 
--
Tim D. Peterson

Utah Wildlands Program Director
801 550 9861 - mobile
tpeterson@grandcanyontrust.org



Conversation Contents
Great day in UT!

Attachments:

/33. Great day in UT!/1.1 photo 1.JPG
/33. Great day in UT!/1.2 photo 2.JPG
/33. Great day in UT!/1.3 photo 3.JPG
/33. Great day in UT!/1.4 image.jpeg

Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Jul 17 2015 18:38:55 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To:

Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>, Jon
Jarvis <jon_jarvis@nps.gov>, Steven Ellis
<sellis@blm.gov>, Kevin Washburn
<Kevin.Washburn@bia.gov>, Neil Kornze
<nkornze@blm.gov>, Kathryn Isom-Clause <Kathryn_Isom-
Clause@ios.doi.gov>, Sarah Harris
<sarah.harris@bia.gov>, Maureen Foster
<maureen_foster@nps.gov>, Jessica Kershaw
<jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>, Blake Androff
<blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>, Jamey Anderson
<jeanderson@blm.gov>

Subject: Great day in UT!
Attachments: photo 1.JPG photo 2.JPG photo 3.JPG image.jpeg

Team - We had a great day in Utah. Kevin can say it better, but it was truly historic -- we
had leadership from Hopi, Navajo, Pueblo, Zuni, Ute, and Cochita and others, and they
were all in agreement when it came to Bears Ears. And it was incredibly meaningful to the
tribes that we attended with such a high-level team. Thanks to the travelers and those
that got them prepared for the day. Was a real success!! We're on our way to Salida --
should be there in five hours (hopefully!)!

Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

From: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Jul 17 2015 18:56:05 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>



CC:

Jon Jarvis <jon_jarvis@nps.gov>, Steven Ellis
<sellis@blm.gov>, Kevin Washburn
<Kevin.Washburn@bia.gov>, Neil Kornze
<nkornze@blm.gov>, Kathryn Isom-Clause <Kathryn_Isom-
Clause@ios.doi.gov>, Sarah Harris
<sarah.harris@bia.gov>, Maureen Foster
<maureen_foster@nps.gov>, Jessica Kershaw
<jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>, Blake Androff
<blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>, Jamey Anderson
<jeanderson@blm.gov>

Subject: Re: Great day in UT!

So fantastic! TPB > On Jul 17, 2015, at 8:41 PM, Nicole Buffa
<nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote: > > Team - We had a great day in Utah. Kevin can
say it better, but it was > truly historic -- we had leadership from Hopi, Navajo, Pueblo,
Zuni, > Ute, and Cochita and others, and they were all in agreement when it > came to
Bears Ears. And it was incredibly meaningful to the tribes > that we attended with such a
high-level team. Thanks to the travelers > and those that got them prepared for the day.
Was a real success!! > > We're on our way to Salida -- should be there in five hours
(hopefully!)! > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > >

Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

From: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Jul 17 2015 18:58:08 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Great day in UT!

This is really good, Nikki. Thank you. TPB > On Jul 17, 2015, at 8:41 PM, Nicole Buffa
<nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote: > > Team - We had a great day in Utah. Kevin can
say it better, but it was > truly historic -- we had leadership from Hopi, Navajo, Pueblo,
Zuni, > Ute, and Cochita and others, and they were all in agreement when it > came to
Bears Ears. And it was incredibly meaningful to the tribes > that we attended with such a
high-level team. Thanks to the travelers > and those that got them prepared for the day.
Was a real success!! > > We're on our way to Salida -- should be there in five hours
(hopefully!)! > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > >

Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Jul 17 2015 19:07:22 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Great day in UT!



Thank YOU! Was an amazing day and I'm so grateful I was able to be there. > On Jul 17,
2015, at 6:58 PM, Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov> wrote: > > This
is really good, Nikki. Thank you. > > TPB > >> On Jul 17, 2015, at 8:41 PM, Nicole Buffa
<nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote: >> >> Team - We had a great day in Utah. Kevin can
say it better, but it was >> truly historic -- we had leadership from Hopi, Navajo, Pueblo,
Zuni, >> Ute, and Cochita and others, and they were all in agreement when it >> came to
Bears Ears. And it was incredibly meaningful to the tribes >> that we attended with such a
high-level team. Thanks to the travelers >> and those that got them prepared for the day.
Was a real success!! >> >> We're on our way to Salida -- should be there in five hours
(hopefully!)! >> >> >> >> >> >> >> >> >> >> >> >> >> >> >> >> >>

Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

From: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Jul 17 2015 19:30:22 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Great day in UT!

Strategically, this is very significant. I'm sure we can count on word getting back to RB.
TPB > On Jul 17, 2015, at 9:08 PM, Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote: > >
Thank YOU! Was an amazing day and I'm so grateful I was able to be there. > >> On Jul
17, 2015, at 6:58 PM, Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov> wrote: >>
>> This is really good, Nikki. Thank you. >> >> TPB >> >>> On Jul 17, 2015, at 8:41 PM,
Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote: >>> >>> Team - We had a great day in
Utah. Kevin can say it better, but it was >>> truly historic -- we had leadership from Hopi,
Navajo, Pueblo, Zuni, >>> Ute, and Cochita and others, and they were all in agreement
when it >>> came to Bears Ears. And it was incredibly meaningful to the tribes >>> that
we attended with such a high-level team. Thanks to the travelers >>> and those that got
them prepared for the day. Was a real success!! >>> >>> We're on our way to Salida --
should be there in five hours (hopefully!)! >>> >>> >>> >>> >>> >>> >>> >>> >>> >>>
>>> >>> >>> >>> >>> >>> >>>

Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Jul 17 2015 19:37:03 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Great day in UT!

Agree on both fronts. Each leader brought him and his PLI process up and they weren't
happy. > On Jul 17, 2015, at 7:30 PM, Tommy Beaudreau
<tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov> wrote: > > Strategically, this is very significant. I'm
sure we can count on word > getting back to RB. > > TPB > >> On Jul 17, 2015, at 9:08
PM, Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote: >> >> Thank YOU! Was an amazing



day and I'm so grateful I was able to be there. >> >>> On Jul 17, 2015, at 6:58 PM,
Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov> wrote: >>> >>> This is really
good, Nikki. Thank you. >>> >>> TPB >>> >>>> On Jul 17, 2015, at 8:41 PM, Nicole
Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote: >>>> >>>> Team - We had a great day in Utah.
Kevin can say it better, but it was >>>> truly historic -- we had leadership from Hopi,
Navajo, Pueblo, Zuni, >>>> Ute, and Cochita and others, and they were all in agreement
when it >>>> came to Bears Ears. And it was incredibly meaningful to the tribes >>>> that
we attended with such a high-level team. Thanks to the travelers >>>> and those that got
them prepared for the day. Was a real success!! >>>> >>>> We're on our way to Salida --
should be there in five hours (hopefully!)! >>>> >>>> >>>> >>>> >>>> >>>> >>>> >>>>
>>>> >>>> >>>> >>>> >>>> >>>> >>>> >>>> >>>>

Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

From: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Jul 17 2015 19:39:48 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Great day in UT!

Nice. We need to download this with srj so she knows not to take the PLI ruse too
seriously. TPB > On Jul 17, 2015, at 9:37 PM, Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
wrote: > > Agree on both fronts. Each leader brought him and his PLI process up > and
they weren't happy. > >> On Jul 17, 2015, at 7:30 PM, Tommy Beaudreau
<tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov> wrote: >> >> Strategically, this is very significant. I'm
sure we can count on word >> getting back to RB. >> >> TPB >> >>> On Jul 17, 2015, at
9:08 PM, Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote: >>> >>> Thank YOU! Was an
amazing day and I'm so grateful I was able to be there. >>> >>>> On Jul 17, 2015, at
6:58 PM, Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov> wrote: >>>> >>>> This
is really good, Nikki. Thank you. >>>> >>>> TPB >>>> >>>>> On Jul 17, 2015, at 8:41
PM, Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote: >>>>> >>>>> Team - We had a
great day in Utah. Kevin can say it better, but it was >>>>> truly historic -- we had
leadership from Hopi, Navajo, Pueblo, Zuni, >>>>> Ute, and Cochita and others, and they
were all in agreement when it >>>>> came to Bears Ears. And it was incredibly
meaningful to the tribes >>>>> that we attended with such a high-level team. Thanks to
the travelers >>>>> and those that got them prepared for the day. Was a real success!!
>>>>> >>>>> We're on our way to Salida -- should be there in five hours (hopefully!)!
>>>>> >>>>> >>>>> >>>>> >>>>> >>>>> >>>>> >>>>> >>>>> >>>>> >>>>> >>>>>
>>>>> >>>>> >>>>> >>>>> >>>>>

Jonathan Jarvis <jon_jarvis@nps.gov>

From: Jonathan Jarvis <jon_jarvis@nps.gov>
Sent: Fri Jul 17 2015 20:48:04 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>



CC:

Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>,
Steven Ellis <sellis@blm.gov>, Kevin Washburn
<Kevin.Washburn@bia.gov>, Neil Kornze
<nkornze@blm.gov>, Kathryn Isom-Clause <Kathryn_Isom-
Clause@ios.doi.gov>, Sarah Harris
<sarah.harris@bia.gov>, Maureen Foster
<maureen_foster@nps.gov>, Jessica Kershaw
<jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>, Blake Androff
<blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>, Jamey Anderson
<jeanderson@blm.gov>

Subject: Re: Great day in UT!

Ditto! Great ground work by the tribes and many others. This was historic and an honor to
be a participant. Sent from my iPad > On Jul 17, 2015, at 8:41 PM, Nicole Buffa
<nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote: > > Team - We had a great day in Utah. Kevin can
say it better, but it was > truly historic -- we had leadership from Hopi, Navajo, Pueblo,
Zuni, > Ute, and Cochita and others, and they were all in agreement when it > came to
Bears Ears. And it was incredibly meaningful to the tribes > that we attended with such a
high-level team. Thanks to the travelers > and those that got them prepared for the day.
Was a real success!! > > We're on our way to Salida -- should be there in five hours
(hopefully!)! > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > >











Conversation Contents
Fwd: FW: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery

"Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thu Jul 02 2015 16:20:52 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Fwd: FW: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for
delivery

I think well have Butch, Kevin W, and Steve E available  for this. What do you think now
that there's a week separation? 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Jones, Leslie - OSEC <Leslie.Jones@osec.usda.gov>
Date: Thursday, July 2, 2015
Subject: FW: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery
To: "Degnan, Michael" , Nicole Buffa
<nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

Butch is planning on attending but I think we’re still working out logistics with DOI. Friday is our
preferred date. It will need to be pretty quick in and out and I spoke to Ryan today about maybe
getting a location closer to Durango that  doesn’t require 2+ hours of driving each way. 

From: Degnan, Michael [mailto  
Sent: Thursday, July 02, 2015 6:15 PM
To: Jones, Leslie - OSEC; Nicole Buffa
Subject: RE: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery

Sorry, with all of the moving parts this week I recognize that this isn’t the top priority, but also
didn’t want to lose track of it.  Is anyone from DOI/USDA confirmed for this event?

From: Jones, Leslie - OSEC [mailto:Leslie.Jones@osec.usda.gov] 
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2015 4:38 PM

(b)(6)- Michael Degnan

(b)(6)- Michael Degnan



To: Degnan, Michael; Nicole Buffa
Subject: RE: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery

 

We’re talking about joining too.

 

From: Degnan, Michael [mailto:  
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2015 4:20 PM
To: Nicole Buffa
Cc: Jones, Leslie - OSEC
Subject: RE: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery

 

I think it would be good to have someone there.  I expect that any Administration member would
only be there in listening mode, but that it would be a helpful way to start to get a better sense of
what the Tribes’ management goals for that area are. 

 

From: Nicole Buffa [mailto:nicole buffa@ios.doi.gov] 
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2015 3:25 PM
To: Degnan, Michael
Cc: leslie.jones@osec.usda.gov
Subject: Re: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery

 

We are talking about it here and might consider sending someone. What are your
thoughts?

On Jun 22, 2015, at 2:57 PM, "Degnan, Michael" 
wrote:

What do you think about this?  Think anyone will be able to attend this meeting?

 

From: Felicita Koinva [mailto:FKoinva@hopi.nsn.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2015 5:09 PM
To: • Neil Kornze; • Tom Tidwell; • Kevin Washburn <kevin.; • Jon Jarvis; • Leslie
Jones; • Nikki Buffa; Degnan, Michael
Cc: Dwayne Secakuku
Subject: FW: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery

 

Good afternoon Esteemed Agency Partners,

(b)(6)- Michael Degnan

(b)(6)- Michael Degnan



 

The attached letter serves as an official invite to the 2nd Bears Ears Inter-tribal
meeting in San Juan County, UT from July 16-18th.  We appreciate you taking
the time to travel and participate in this critical meeting.  We look forward to
hosting you at this place that is deeply connected to the history of our people,
and to sharing the vision we have to protect it.  We look forward to a strategic
and productive dialogue, and future meetings to continue the rich discussion I
am certain we will have.

 

Currently, we are still circulating a strategic agenda among the various leaders
for feedback.  When it is finalized, my secretary will email you a copy.

 

Thank you,

Alfred Lomahquahu

Hopi Vice-Chairman

 

 

<Bears Ears July 2015 Tribal Gathering Administration Invitation 061515
final.pdf>

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior
202-219-3861
nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov

Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

From: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thu Jul 02 2015 16:25:50 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>



Subject: Re: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for
delivery

I think it's ok, especially if Kevin is there and Steve (rather than Neil or a higher up) from
BLM. Works out well and we can tell the groups that while we are engaging with RB we're
not taking a back seat. 

TPB

On Jul 2, 2015, at 6:20 PM, Buffa, Nicole <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

I think well have Butch, Kevin W, and Steve E available  for this. What do you
think now that there's a week separation? 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Jones, Leslie - OSEC <Leslie.Jones@osec.usda.gov>
Date: Thursday, July 2, 2015
Subject: FW: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery
To: "Degnan, Michael" >, Nicole Buffa
<nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

Butch is planning on attending but I think we’re still working out logistics with DOI.
Friday is our preferred date. It will need to be pretty quick in and out and I spoke to
Ryan today about maybe getting a location closer to Durango that  doesn’t require 2+
hours of driving each way. 

 

From: Degnan, Michael [  
Sent: Thursday, July 02, 2015 6:15 PM
To: Jones, Leslie - OSEC; Nicole Buffa
Subject: RE: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery

 

Sorry, with all of the moving parts this week I recognize that this isn’t the top priority,
but also didn’t want to lose track of it.  Is anyone from DOI/USDA confirmed for this
event?

 

From: Jones, Leslie - OSEC [mailto:Leslie.Jones@osec.usda.gov] 
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2015 4:38 PM
To: Degnan, Michael; Nicole Buffa
Subject: RE: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery

 

(b)(6)- Michael Degnan

(b) (6)



We’re talking about joining too.

 

From: Degnan, Michael [mailto: ] 
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2015 4:20 PM
To: Nicole Buffa
Cc: Jones, Leslie - OSEC
Subject: RE: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery

 

I think it would be good to have someone there.  I expect that any Administration
member would only be there in listening mode, but that it would be a helpful way to
start to get a better sense of what the Tribes’ management goals for that area are. 

 

From: Nicole Buffa [mailto:nicole buffa@ios.doi.gov] 
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2015 3:25 PM
To: Degnan, Michael
Cc: leslie.jones@osec.usda.gov
Subject: Re: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery

 

We are talking about it here and might consider sending someone. What are
your thoughts?

On Jun 22, 2015, at 2:57 PM, "Degnan, Michael"
wrote:

What do you think about this?  Think anyone will be able to attend this
meeting?

 

From: Felicita Koinva [mailto:FKoinva@hopi.nsn.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2015 5:09 PM
To: • Neil Kornze; • Tom Tidwell; • Kevin Washburn <kevin.; • Jon Jarvis;
• Leslie Jones; • Nikki Buffa; Degnan, Michael
Cc: Dwayne Secakuku
Subject: FW: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery

 

Good afternoon Esteemed Agency Partners,

 

The attached letter serves as an official invite to the 2nd Bears

(b)(6)- Michael Degnan

(b)(6)- Michael Degnan



Ears Inter-tribal meeting in San Juan County, UT from July 16-
18th.  We appreciate you taking the time to travel and participate in
this critical meeting.  We look forward to hosting you at this place
that is deeply connected to the history of our people, and to
sharing the vision we have to protect it.  We look forward to a
strategic and productive dialogue, and future meetings to continue
the rich discussion I am certain we will have.

 

Currently, we are still circulating a strategic agenda among the
various leaders for feedback.  When it is finalized, my secretary will
email you a copy.

 

Thank you,

Alfred Lomahquahu

Hopi Vice-Chairman

 

 

<Bears Ears July 2015 Tribal Gathering Administration Invitation
061515 final.pdf>

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior
202-219-3861
nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov

"Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thu Jul 02 2015 16:28:30 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

Re: FW: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for



Subject: delivery

Great. I think so too!

On Thursday, July 2, 2015, Tommy Beaudreau <tommy beaudreau@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
I think it's ok, especially if Kevin is there and Steve (rather than Neil or a higher up)
from BLM. Works out well and we can tell the groups that while we are engaging with
RB we're not taking a back seat. 

TPB

On Jul 2, 2015, at 6:20 PM, Buffa, Nicole <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

I think well have Butch, Kevin W, and Steve E available  for this. What do
you think now that there's a week separation? 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Jones, Leslie - OSEC <Leslie.Jones@osec.usda.gov>
Date: Thursday, July 2, 2015
Subject: FW: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery
To: "Degnan, Michael" >, Nicole Buffa
<nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

Butch is planning on attending but I think we’re still working out logistics with DOI.
Friday is our preferred date. It will need to be pretty quick in and out and I spoke to
Ryan today about maybe getting a location closer to Durango that  doesn’t require
2+ hours of driving each way. 

 

From: Degnan, Michael [mailto:<a ] 
Sent: Thursday, July 02, 2015 6:15 PM
To: Jones, Leslie - OSEC; Nicole Buffa
Subject: RE: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery

 

Sorry, with all of the moving parts this week I recognize that this isn’t the top
priority, but also didn’t want to lose track of it.  Is anyone from DOI/USDA
confirmed for this event?

 

From: Jones, Leslie - OSEC [<a>mailto:Leslie.Jones@osec.usda.gov] 
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2015 4:38 PM
To: Degnan, Michael; Nicole Buffa
Subject: RE: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery

(b)(6)- Michael Degnan

(b)(6)- Michael Degnan



 

We’re talking about joining too.

 

From: Degnan, Michael [<a>mailto ] 
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2015 4:20 PM
To: Nicole Buffa
Cc: Jones, Leslie - OSEC
Subject: RE: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery

 

I think it would be good to have someone there.  I expect that any Administration
member would only be there in listening mode, but that it would be a helpful way to
start to get a better sense of what the Tribes’ management goals for that area are. 

 

From: Nicole Buffa [<a>mailto:nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov] 
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2015 3:25 PM
To: Degnan, Michael
Cc: <a>leslie.jones@osec.usda.gov
Subject: Re: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery

 

We are talking about it here and might consider sending someone. What
are your thoughts?

On Jun 22, 2015, at 2:57 PM, "Degnan, Michael"
<<a > wrote:

What do you think about this?  Think anyone will be able to attend this
meeting?

 

From: Felicita Koinva [<a>mailto:FKoinva@hopi.nsn.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2015 5:09 PM
To: • Neil Kornze; • Tom Tidwell; • Kevin Washburn <kevin.; • Jon
Jarvis; • Leslie Jones; • Nikki Buffa; Degnan, Michael
Cc: Dwayne Secakuku
Subject: FW: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for
delivery

 

Good afternoon Esteemed Agency Partners,

(b)(6)- Michael Degnan

(b)(6)- Michael Degnan



 

The attached letter serves as an official invite to the 2nd Bears
Ears Inter-tribal meeting in San Juan County, UT from July 16-
18th.  We appreciate you taking the time to travel and participate
in this critical meeting.  We look forward to hosting you at this
place that is deeply connected to the history of our people, and
to sharing the vision we have to protect it.  We look forward to a
strategic and productive dialogue, and future meetings to
continue the rich discussion I am certain we will have.

 

Currently, we are still circulating a strategic agenda among the
various leaders for feedback.  When it is finalized, my secretary
will email you a copy.

 

Thank you,

Alfred Lomahquahu

Hopi Vice-Chairman

 

 

<Bears Ears July 2015 Tribal Gathering Administration Invitation
061515 final.pdf>

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior
202-219-3861
nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior



202-219-3861
nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov



Conversation Contents
Fwd: Bears Ears Invite Letter

Attachments:

/35. Fwd: Bears Ears Invite Letter/1.1 Bears Ears July 2015 Tribal Gathering
Administration Invitation 061515 final.pdf

"Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Tue Jun 23 2015 15:10:57 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To:
Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>,
Kate P Kelly <Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Blake Androff
<Blake_Androff@ios.doi.gov>, Sarah Neimeyer
<sarah_Neimeyer@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Bears Ears Invite Letter

Attachments: Bears Ears July 2015 Tribal Gathering Administration
Invitation 061515 final.pdf

Kevin and Neil are both willing to accept the attached meeting request and CEQ would
like them to. Can we discuss at tomorrow's 830am?

Thanks,
Nikki 

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior
202-219-3861
nicole buffa@ios.doi.gov



June 15, 2015 

Director Neil Kornze    Chief Tom Tidwell  
Bureau of Land Management   U.S. Forest Service 
1848 C St, NW    1400 Independence Avenue  
Washington, D.C. 20510                                Washington, D.C. 20250 
 
Director Jon Jarvis    Assistant Secretary Kevin Washburn 
National Park Service    Department of Interior - Indian Affairs 
1849 C St. NW    1849 C St. NW,  
Washington, D.C. 20510                                Washington, DC 20510 
 
 
Dear Esteemed Agency Partners, 

We the undersigned Tribes, request your attendance and engagement in the 2nd Bears Ears Inter-
tribal Gathering in San Juan County, UT July 16-18, 2015. The purpose of this gathering is to 
discuss how to strengthen our involvement in the protection and management of our ancestral 
lands within the Bears Ears Conservation Proposal. 
 
As Native Americans, we have enduring relations with this landscape through our history and 
cultural identity as Native People. On September 30, 2014, in a letter to President Obama and 
Utah’s Congressional Delegation, the Hopi Tribe communicated its endorsement for permanent 
protection of the Bears Ears. Similarly, the Navajo, Hualapai, and all 20 Pueblos of the All 
Pueblo Council of Governors have endorsed conservation of Bears Ears as either a National 
Conservation Area or a National Monument.  During our July meeting, we would like to discuss 
how we can achieve our shared conservation goals and elevate our role as Tribal Nations as 
partners in managing these lands.   
 
Building on our prior interests and endorsements, we participated in an inter-tribal gathering for 
Bears Ears on April 10-12th of this year. We are working cooperatively, as Tribal Nations,  to 
define the varying interests we have as sovereign governments in this special region. We are also 
working with Utah Diné Bikéyah and other non-profit supporting organizations, calling 
themselves the Bears Ears Coalition (www.protectbearsears.org). They are allies and participated 
in the last convening, and will be participating in the upcoming gathering. 
 
As we finalize our agenda for July 16-18th, we hope to identify one day to set aside for meeting 
with federal officials to introduce you to a few examples of important cultural areas within this 
landscape. We are happy to accommodate your schedules if any one of these days work, or 
welcome you to stay for the entire gathering. We are also inviting tribal members and their 
families to attend to share food, stories, and traditions while camping together over the weekend. 
We plan to spend one day discussing how Tribal Governments can further work together to 
advance the protection of the Bears Ears.  
 
We appreciate your attention to this matter, and look forward to your response. Please coordinate 



your availability with Hopi Vice Chairman Alfred Lomohquahu,  
alomahquahu@hopi.nsn.us  
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
Honorable LoRenzo C. Bates, Speaker 
23rd Navajo Tribal Council 
928-871-7160 
 
Alfred Lomahquahu, Vice Chairman 
Hopi Tribal Council 

 
 
Dr. Joseph Suina, Council Member 
Pueblo de Cochiti Tribal Council  
505-321-5455 
 

Rafael Gomez Jr., Council Member 
Ysleta del Sur Pueblo Tribal Council 
915-491-6259 
 
Phillip Vicente, Head Councilman 
Pueblo of Zuni Tribal Council 
505-782-7022 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Conversation Contents
Fwd: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery

Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Mon Jun 22 2015 13:35:35 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Fwd: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for
delivery

FYI 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Date: June 22, 2015 at 3:25:15 PM EDT
To: "Degnan, Michael" < >
Cc: "leslie.jones@osec.usda.gov" <leslie.jones@osec.usda.gov>
Subject: Re: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery

We are talking about it here and might consider sending someone. What are
your thoughts?

On Jun 22, 2015, at 2:57 PM, "Degnan, Michael"
> wrote:

What do you think about this?  Think anyone will be able to attend this
meeting?
 
From: Felicita Koinva [mailto:FKoinva@hopi.nsn.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2015 5:09 PM
To: • Neil Kornze; • Tom Tidwell; • Kevin Washburn <kevin.; • Jon Jarvis;
• Leslie Jones; • Nikki Buffa; Degnan, Michael
Cc: Dwayne Secakuku
Subject: FW: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery
 
Good afternoon Esteemed Agency Partners,
 

(b)(6)- Michael Degnan

(b)(6)- Michael Degnan



The attached letter serves as an official invite to the 2nd Bears Ears Inter-
tribal meeting in San Juan County, UT from July 16-18th.  We appreciate
you taking the time to travel and participate in this critical meeting.  We
look forward to hosting you at this place that is deeply connected to the
history of our people, and to sharing the vision we have to protect it.  We
look forward to a strategic and productive dialogue, and future meetings
to continue the rich discussion I am certain we will have.
 
Currently, we are still circulating a strategic agenda among the various
leaders for feedback.  When it is finalized, my secretary will email you a
copy.
 
Thank you,
Alfred Lomahquahu
Hopi Vice-Chairman
 
 

<Bears Ears July 2015 Tribal Gathering Administration Invitation
061515 final.pdf>

Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Mon Jun 22 2015 14:37:33 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Fwd: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for
delivery

For discussion 

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Degnan, Michael" >
Date: June 22, 2015 at 4:20:13 PM EDT
To: Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: "leslie.jones@osec.usda.gov" <leslie.jones@osec.usda.gov>
Subject: RE: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery

I think it would be good to have someone there.  I expect that any Administration
member would only be there in listening mode, but that it would be a helpful way to
start to get a better sense of what the Tribes’ management goals for that area are. 
 
From: Nicole Buffa [mailto:nicole buffa@ios.doi.gov] 

(b)(6)- Michael Degnan



Sent: Monday, June 22, 2015 3:25 PM
To: Degnan, Michael
Cc: leslie.jones@osec.usda.gov
Subject: Re: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery
 
We are talking about it here and might consider sending someone. What are your
thoughts?

On Jun 22, 2015, at 2:57 PM, "Degnan, Michael"
> wrote:

What do you think about this?  Think anyone will be able to attend this
meeting?
 
From: Felicita Koinva [mailto:FKoinva@hopi.nsn.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2015 5:09 PM
To: • Neil Kornze; • Tom Tidwell; • Kevin Washburn <kevin.; • Jon Jarvis;
• Leslie Jones; • Nikki Buffa; Degnan, Michael
Cc: Dwayne Secakuku
Subject: FW: URGENT: Final Bears Ears admin invite letter for delivery
 
Good afternoon Esteemed Agency Partners,
 
The attached letter serves as an official invite to the 2nd Bears Ears Inter-
tribal meeting in San Juan County, UT from July 16-18th.  We appreciate
you taking the time to travel and participate in this critical meeting.  We
look forward to hosting you at this place that is deeply connected to the
history of our people, and to sharing the vision we have to protect it.  We
look forward to a strategic and productive dialogue, and future meetings
to continue the rich discussion I am certain we will have.
 
Currently, we are still circulating a strategic agenda among the various
leaders for feedback.  When it is finalized, my secretary will email you a
copy.
 
Thank you,
Alfred Lomahquahu
Hopi Vice-Chairman
 
 
<Bears Ears July 2015 Tribal Gathering Administration Invitation 061515
final.pdf>

(b)(6)- Michael Degnan
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Conversation Contents

New Poll Reveals the Keys to Nevada’s “Outdoor Voting Bloc” 

Center for Western Priorities <info@westernpriorities.org>
From: Center for Western Priorities <info@westernpriorities.org>
Sent: Wed Jun 01 2016 11:11:11 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: New Poll Reveals the Keys to Nevada’s “Outdoor Voting
Bloc” 

New Poll Reveals Views of Nevada’s “Outdoor
Voting Bloc”

Opportunity for candidates to win support with pro-outdoors positions on
public lands

Winning the West effort highlights importance of outdoor issues for
campaigns looking to gain votes in Nevada and Mountain West swing states
 

The Center for Western Priorities released its 2016 Winning the West poll, showing that
Nevada’s swing voters support public lands and oppose anti-public lands activist and rancher
Cliven Bundy. The poll is being released as Nevada comes into sharp focus as a swing state
and as candidates stake out their views on national public lands in the West.

According to the Winning the West poll—conducted for the first time in Nevada—voters gave
Nevada’s outdoor tourism and recreation economy an even higher approval rating than the
state’s gaming industry.

By a nearly two-to-one margin, voters overwhelmingly rejected the idea that there are too
many public lands in Nevada, and by a 71 to 11 percent margin, they supported designating a
new national monument in Gold Butte to protect 350,000 acres of land with red sandstone
canyons and cultural heritage sites.



Looking to the upcoming elections in the swing state, the poll showed candidate positions on
public lands issues can move voters in their direction.

In a hypothetical matchup, Nevada’s ticket-splitting swing voters, by a 54 to 27 percent
margin, favored a Democratic candidate who believes Nevada’s deserts and mountains are an
important part of the state’s economy, wants to prioritize recreation and renewable energy
development on public lands, and supports balanced management of shared outdoor spaces,
over a Republican candidate who believes states should manage public lands, supports selling
some public lands to close the budget deficit, opposes new national monuments, and stands
with Cliven Bundy in his dispute with the federal government.

“When you think of a state with voters who are passionate about the outdoors and access to
recreation, Nevada might not be the first that comes to mind. Our poll shows otherwise,” said
Brian Gottlieb, Managing Director at Purple Strategies. “The takeaway for candidates is they
have a real opportunity to gain support based on their commitment to Nevada’s outdoor
economy and the positions they take on how public lands should be used and protected.
Candidates who are pro-outdoors can win the state’s ‘outdoors voting bloc’ in November.”

The poll also highlighted some “third-rail” public lands issues that do not move Nevada voters.
Very small percentages were more likely to support a candidate who supported Cliven Bundy
and his cause (19 percent), wanted to open public lands to private development (31 percent), or
proposed selling public lands to reduce the budget deficit (28 percent).

“This poll confirms Nevadans take a backseat to no one in their passion for outdoor spaces,”
said Center for Western Priorities Executive Director Jennifer Rokala. “From the
breathtaking desert landscapes to the majestic mountain peaks, public lands support Nevada’s
economy and define the state’s way of life. Candidates seeking voter support in the state should
know that extreme positions and disrespecting public lands do not fly in Nevada.”

In addition to the poll in Nevada, the Center for Western Priorities’ Winning the West effort
previously conducted a poll and focus groups with Colorado voters and will be conducting a poll
of Montana voters in the coming weeks. The updated Winning the West website—which



includes poll results, focus group videos, and issue ads—is intended to educate candidates and
campaigns about how important it is to show support for public lands and access to the
outdoors, particularly among swing voters in Mountain West purple states.

The Winning the West poll in Nevada was conducted by Purple Insights. It included 700
telephone interviews of likely 2016 voters in Nevada between May 2nd and 5th. Respondents
were randomly selected from a voter file and language of choice interviewing was available to
Spanish-speaking voters. Fifty-two percent of interviews were completed with voters on
landlines and 48 percent were completed with voters on their cell phones. The margin of error is
+/-3.7 percent.

Jennifer Rokala and Brian Gottlieb are available for video and audio interviews. For more
information, visit westernpriorities.org/winningthewest/. To speak with an expert on public lands,
contact Aaron Weiss at 720-279-0019 or aaron@westernpriorities.org.

###

The Center for Western Priorities is a conservation policy and advocacy organization focused on land and energy
issues across the American West.

Center for Western Priorities | 820 16th Street Ste 450, Denver, CO 80202 | 303.974.7761

unsubscribe from this list | view email in browser



Conversation Contents
Senator Reid is calling the Secretary on Monday. Gold Butte.

"Willison, Drew (Reid)" <Drew_Willison@reid.senate.gov>

From: "Willison, Drew (Reid)" <Drew_Willison@reid.senate.gov>
Sent: Thu May 12 2016 13:04:12 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: "tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov"
<tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Senator Reid is calling the Secretary on Monday. Gold
Butte.

Happy to preview of you want before then. Best, Drew

Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

From: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thu May 12 2016 13:41:16 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Willison, Drew (Reid)" <Drew_Willison@reid.senate.gov>

Subject: Re: Senator Reid is calling the Secretary on Monday. Gold
Butte.

We'll get the call scheduled, of course, and yes let's talk in advance. On my way into
some meetings. You around tomorrow? TPB > On May 12, 2016, at 3:04 PM, Willison,
Drew (Reid) <Drew_Willison@reid.senate.gov> wrote: > > Happy to preview of you want
before then. > > Best, > > Drew

"Willison, Drew (Reid)" <Drew_Willison@reid.senate.gov>

From: "Willison, Drew (Reid)" <Drew_Willison@reid.senate.gov>
Sent: Thu May 12 2016 13:46:05 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Tommy Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Senator Reid is calling the Secretary on Monday. Gold
Butte.

Yep. > On May 12, 2016, at 3:41 PM, Tommy Beaudreau
<tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov> wrote: > > We'll get the call scheduled, of course, and



yes let's talk in > advance. On my way into some meetings. You around tomorrow? > >
TPB > >> On May 12, 2016, at 3:04 PM, Willison, Drew (Reid)
<Drew_Willison@reid.senate.gov> wrote: >> >> Happy to preview of you want before
then. >> >> Best, >> >> Drew >



Conversation Contents
Fwd: Reid: We Must Protect Nevada’s Gold Butte, Lands Across America

Attachments:

/32. Fwd: Reid: We Must Protect Nevada’s Gold Butte, Lands Across America/1.1 image003.jpg
/32. Fwd: Reid: We Must Protect Nevada’s Gold Butte, Lands Across America/1.2 image004.jpg
/32. Fwd: Reid: We Must Protect Nevada’s Gold Butte, Lands Across America/1.3 image005.jpg
/32. Fwd: Reid: We Must Protect Nevada’s Gold Butte, Lands Across America/1.4 image006.png
/32. Fwd: Reid: We Must Protect Nevada’s Gold Butte, Lands Across America/1.5 image001.jpg
/32. Fwd: Reid: We Must Protect Nevada’s Gold Butte, Lands Across America/1.6 image002.jpg

"Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Buffa, Nicole" <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thu Apr 07 2016 12:46:11 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: Blake Androff <Blake_Androff@ios.doi.gov>, Tommy Beaudreau
<tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>, Jessica Kershaw <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Reid: We Must Protect Nevada’s Gold Butte, Lands Across America
Attachments: image003.jpg image004.jpg image005.jpg image006.png image001.jpg image002.jpg

With pictures.

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Senate Democratic Leader Harry Reid <Senate_Democratic_Leader_Harry_Reid@reid.senate.gov>
Date: Thu, Apr 7, 2016 at 12:27 PM
Subject: Reid: We Must Protect Nevada’s Gold Butte, Lands Across America
To: DPCC-PRESS@democratic-message-center.senate.gov

cid:image001.jpg@01D081A7.EA837670

For Immediate Release

Date: Thursday, April 7, 2016

 

CONTACT: Kristen Orthman, (202) 224-2939

  

Reid: We Must Protect Nevada’s Gold Butte, Lands Across
America

 
“Congress created the Antiquities Act to empower the president to protect our cultural, historic and natural
resources when and where Congress cannot – or will not. Many of our current national parks were created
using this authority… Unfortunately, many Senate Republicans want to undermine the Antiquities Act. They



refuse to defend our cultural and historic antiquities that are being systematically destroyed.”

 

“Because of trouble caused by the Bundys and their pals, the federal employees tasked with safely guarding
these antiquities were prevented from doing their jobs. These employees have been under constant physical

and mental threat for doing what the American people have tasked them to do.”

 

“I've tried to protect Gold Butte for a long time. And the reason we haven't been able to do anything to this
point is that the Bundy boys and his pals. So that's why I'm grateful for the Antiquities Act. Because of this

legislation and because of the fact that the Bundys are in jail, I'm going to reach out to the White House. And
there’s no guarantee we'll get it done. We’ll see if President Obama will protect this area. He has the

authority, as any president does, to stop this sort of destruction and stop it now.”

 

Washington, D.C. – Nevada Senator Harry Reid spoke on the Senate floor today about the need to protect and
preserve Gold Butte in Nevada and other sites throughout the nation. Below are his remarks:

 

I'm grateful that the presiding officer today is from the state of Nevada, my friend, the junior Senator from Nevada.
When I think of home, I think of the desert.

 

You can't talk about Nevada as a desert only, even though the vast majority of the state is a very arid place. We also
have the beautiful Sierra Nevada Mountains, the Ruby Mountains. We are the most mountainous state in the union
except Alaska with 314 separate mountain ranges. We have 32 mountains over 11,000 feet high. We have one
mountain that we share with California that is almost 14,000 feet high. It is a beautiful state.

 

But today, I'm going to focus on some of those arid places, places where I was born and raised. Having been back
here in Washington for such a long time – 37 years – I think of the blue skies that are so prevalent in Nevada. They
hover over a canvas. No one could paint a picture as beautiful as that, of these mountains in the middle of the desert,
these Joshua trees or of the sagebrush.

 

It is that beauty that's drawing thousands of visitors to Nevada and Nevada's wilderness every year. Yesterday, the
Reno Gazette-Journal wrote an article reporting how important this industry is to our country:

 

“The big time solitude found in the big empty spaces of the western U.S. generates big money for regional economies.

 

“That’s according to a study that attempts to put a dollar value on ‘quiet recreation’ on Bureau of Land Management
property.

 

“It found that sports like hiking and mountain biking on BLM land generated more than $1.8 billion in spending in
2014, that’s roughly equivalent to two months of gambling revenue in Las Vegas casinos.”

 

Our public lands are jewels that we must protect.

 

To its credit, the Bureau of Land Management and their dedicated employees do a remarkable job in safeguarding
these national treasures so that Americans can enjoy them.

 



When I was first elected, the Bureau of Land Management was on par with the internal revenue service. No one liked
them. Now they are admired. They've done a remarkably good job to take care of public lands.

 

John Sterling, the Executive Director of The Conservation Alliance, told the Reno Gazette-Journal, quote:

           

“The BLM is the final frontier for a primitive experience on our public lands. They represent the future of outdoor
recreation.”

 

Most Americans are familiar with what happened earlier this year in Oregon. The Malheur National Wildlife Refuge in
Oregon was taken over. A dangerous group of militants staged an armed takeover of the refuge, they came with their
canvas shirts and their camouflage pants and their guns and their all-terrain vehicles to take over the federal property.
And they did. They damaged the refuge to the tune of about, maybe $20 million: defecating on some of the ruins in
the facility and stopping the Native Americans from being able to do their annual fishing.

 

This particular episode of domestic terrorism has roots in Nevada, I'm sorry to say. They were led by the sons of
Cliven Bundy. Cliven who, as we speak, is where he should be – in jail. Two of his sons are in jail, too, having
participated in the unlawful takeover. Cliven Bundy is a Nevadan who has been breaking federal laws for decades.

 

I'm disappointed that some of my colleagues supported this outrageous lawbreaker. Teddy Roosevelt created this
national wildlife refuge in Oregon. This radical president, Theodore Roosevelt – and I say that sarcastically because
he wasn't. He was a great president. He created this refuge in 1908. Roosevelt used the tools at his disposal as
president – including the Antiquities Act – to protect our national heritage so that generations of Americans could
enjoy it.

 

Congress created the Antiquities Act to empower the president to protect our cultural, historic and natural resources
when and where Congress cannot – or will not. Many of our current national parks were created using this authority.
In fact, 16 presidents – eight Democrats and eight Republicans – have used this authority to protect these lands for
the benefit of the American people. Even George W. Bush used the Antiquities Act.

 

Unfortunately, many Senate Republicans want to undermine the Antiquities Act. They refuse to defend our cultural
and historic antiquities that are being systematically destroyed. But that is why the Antiquities Act was created – to
safeguard against these threats in the absence of Congressional action.

 

Take, for example, Gold Butte, the area where Cliven Bundy illegally grazed his cattle. It is a stunning landscape.

 

Is this worth protecting? Look at it. Is this worth protecting? This is not doctored up, colored. That's the way it is. We
don't get a lot of clouds in Nevada, especially this part of Nevada. It doesn't happen often, but this is part of the
greatness of Nevada. Look at that. Is that worth preserving?

 

Of course it is. This has such magnificent areas. Sandstone formations like this, petroglyphs dating back thousands of
years.

 



GB5 (004)

 

Take a look at this: Petroglyphs. These Indian writings and drawings are centuries old. They're in the area that we
want to protect: Gold Butte. Look at that. Panel after panel of this magnificent part of history.

 

But because of trouble caused by the Bundys and their pals, the federal employees tasked with safely guarding these
antiquities were prevented from doing their jobs. These employees have been under constant physical and mental
threat for doing what the American people have tasked them to do. Petroglyphs are being destroyed, drawn over, shot
at and stolen.

 

GB1 (004)

 

This is one such example. The white area in the middle was vulgar graffiti that experts attempted to remove. Just
underneath, you can see bullet-holes. People have used this petroglyph as target practice.

 

 



DSCN2599 (006)

 

The final picture I want to show is the Joshua tree damage. I know a lot of about Joshua trees because in Searchlight
we have tone of the thickest Joshua forests in the world.

 

These trees are so stunning. They grow about two inches a year. They last for up to 150 years. People don't
understand these trees are so terrific. They have been brutalized by these criminals. Someone chopped this one
down. This tree, we don't know how old it was, but 100 years old probably, 80 years old. Look at that beautiful tree
behind it. So that's really unfortunate, but that's what they do. They just destroy. This is sad.

 

GB damage 3 (003)

 



I've tried to protect Gold Butte for a long time. And the reason we haven't been able to do anything to this point is that
the Bundy boys and his pals. So that's why I'm grateful for the Antiquities Act. Because of this legislation and because
of the fact that the Bundys are in jail, I'm going to reach out to the White House. And there’s no guarantee we'll get it
done. We’ll see if President Obama will protect this area. He has the authority, as any president does, to stop this sort
of destruction and stop it now.

 

Threats to our public lands are threats to our economy, our environment and our culture. When we preserve our
lands, we preserve America, and that's what we're trying to do: Preserve this beautiful, beautiful place.

 

I say again, is this worth protecting? Is this worth preserving? Of course it is.

 

 

###

cid:image002.png@01D081A7.EA837670

Link: http://www.reid.senate.gov/press releases/2016-04-07-reid-we-must-protect-nevadas-gold-butte-lands-across-



america

 

 

 

 

 

 

To unsubscribe from the DPCC-PRESS list, click the following link:
&*TICKET URL(DPCC-PRESS,SIGNOFF);

-- 

-- 
Nikki Buffa
Deputy Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior
202-219-3861
nicole buffa@ios.doi.gov
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Subject: Clip: E&E: Reid promises designation where Bundy cows
roam

NATIONAL MONUMENTS:
Reid promises designation where Bundy cows roam
Phil Taylor, E&E reporter
Published: Thursday, April 7, 2016

Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) today said he'll coax President Obama to designate
hundreds of thousands of acres of scenic Nevada desert surrounding Cliven Bundy's ranch as a
national monument, a move Reid said is now possible thanks to the rancher's recent arrest.

Reid has previously pushed legislation to designate a 350,000-acre Gold Butte National Conservation
Area as well as 220,000 acres of wilderness protections within it, but it has stalled without the support
of Sen. Dean Heller (R-Nev.).

"Because of this legislation and now the fact that the Bundys are all in jail, I'm going to reach out to the
White House, and I guarantee we'll get it done," Reid said in a speech this morning on the Senate
floor. "That's for sure, to see if President Obama will protect this area."

Reid's office later issued a press release walking back the senator's statement, saying there's "no
guarantee" the president will act.



"We'll see if President Obama will protect this area," Reid said in the written statement.

Gold Butte, an arid mesa of Joshua trees, creosote bushes and Native American petroglyphs, is a
favorite spot for hikers and campers thanks to its proximity to Las Vegas about 80 miles to the
southwest.

Bundy for decades has used the lands to graze hundreds of cattle without a permit, stifling government
restoration efforts and scientific research. When the Bureau of Land Management tried to remove the
cattle two years ago, Bundy enlisted hundreds of supporters -- scores of them armed -- to force the
agency to retreat.

Conservation groups, including the footwear company Keen, have been prodding Obama to protect
the area using his authority under the 1906 Antiquities Act.

Reid's involvement is notable, given his sway in the Oval Office. Reid took credit for prodding Obama
last summer to designate the 700,000-acre Basin and Range National Monument in Nevada, a
sweeping expanse of rugged mountains and sagebrush valleys that encompasses artist Michael
Heizer's massive "City" project.

Last summer, Reid, who is set to retire at the end of this session, told the Las Vegas Review-
Journal he was taking a break from pushing executive protections and would let the Gold Butte
proposal "work its way through the system."

It appears that with the FBI's arrest of Bundy on Feb. 10 in Portland, Ore., and separate arrests of four
of his sons, his bodyguard and roughly a dozen others involved in the 2014 Gold Butte standoff, Reid
has changed his stance.

The monument proposal is clearly on the White House's radar. In February 2015, Interior Deputy
Secretary Michael Connor attended a public meeting in Las Vegas with Reid and Rep. Dina Titus (D-
Nev.) to discuss their proposals to protect Nevada's public lands, including Gold Butte.

Such a designation would be controversial given Republican opposition to the president's use of the
Antiquities Act, and particularly given Gold Butte's symbolism as a rallying point for anti-government
activists.

An email to a Heller spokesman was not immediately returned this morning, but the senator has long
opposed a monument designation.

"The use of your authority under the Antiquities Act would not serve the area well and would escalate
anger and frustrations with the Department of the Interior government in a region of our state where
tensions are already presently high," Heller said in a letter to Obama in summer 2014.

Republicans are trying to include language in this year's spending bills that would restrict Obama's
ability to ban energy development and mining under the act.

Reid this morning argued protections are needed to preserve Gold Butte's tribal sites and its "stunning"
Joshua trees. He displayed photos of petroglyphs he said had been drawn over, shot at and stolen.

Obama "has the authority, as any president does, to stop this sort of destruction and stop it now," Reid
said. "Congress created the Antiquities Act to empower the president to protect our culture, our historic
and natural resources when and where Congress cannot or will not."



Sen. Martin Heinrich, D-N.M., is photographed in his office on
Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, March 11, 2015, with some
of his hunting memorabilia including elk antlers and scull mounted
on the wall behind his desk. A bipartisan group of senators is
working on legislation that would dramatically improve access to
federal land for hunting, fishing and outdoor recreation. 

President Barack
Obama’s designation of
17 new national
monuments is helping to
pump $156 million per
year into local
economies, according to
a report released in
Washington today.

Sen. Martin Heinrich
joined Senate Minority
Leader Harry Reid at a
Capitol Hill news
conference this morning
to tout the findings
released by a left-
leaning interest group
called the Small
Business Majority.

The reportcomes as debate over the Antiquities Act heats up in Congress. The Act,
passed in 1906, was designed to protect significant cultural and natural resources,
but some conservatives argue that it gives the nation’s chief executive too much
power to block large swaths of public land from development.

Monument designations do not appropriate more money to federal lands agencies, but they do tend to
give protected lands higher priority when agencies allocate funding and personnel like law
enforcement.

Obama has used the act 22 times to set aside 265 million acres of federally administered lands and
waters, more than any other president. Excluding his ocean monuments, Obama has protected nearly
4 million acres of Western land, more than all other presidents except Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton.

Reid yesterday touted a report commissioned by the Small Business Majority, a left-leaning advocacy
group, that highlighted the local economic benefits of national monuments designated by Obama
(Greenwire, April 6).

On Wed, Apr 6, 2016 at 9:23 PM, Kershaw, Jessica <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

ABQ Journal: Heinrich, business
group tout economic impact of
national monuments
By Michael Coleman / Journal Washington Bureau
Wednesday, April 6th, 2016 at 10:28am

-- 



Heinrich, a Democrat in his first term, has made public land preservation a key part
of his legislative agenda and he strongly encouraged Obama to designate both the
Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks monument near Las Cruces and the Rio Grande del
Norte monument near Taos. Obama made the designations in 2013 and 2014
respectively.

Heinrich has long endorsed the idea that wilderness protections generate revenues
for local communities in the form of hotel stays, restaurant visits and purchases of
outfitting equipment, fishing and hunting guides and other activity.

“While while these lands belong to all of us, it’s our local communities that get to
benefit,” Heinrich said today.

The Small Business Majority arrived at its $156 million annual economic impact
estimate based on an average of 3.9 million non-local visitors to the 17 national
monuments analyzed in the study between 2011 and 2015.

Monument selection for the benchmark analysis was based on data quality and
availability as well as site similarity, including location in the west, monument
designation in 2000 or later and the presence of multiple types of recreation, the
report said. This analysis also made a distinction between non-local visitation (new
money to the local economy) and local visitation.

According to the report, “National monument visitation results in approximately $58
million in labor income per year, with the lodging industries producing the most labor
income in the local economy ($10.5 million). Other key sectors supported by visitor
spending include restaurants ($7.4 million) and gasoline ($8.7 million).

Average expenditures made by non-local visitors whose primary trip purpose was to
visit one of the national monuments total $129 million, while local visitors spend
about $51 million on primary trips to the national monuments.”

Reid said the study proved the economic advantage to protecting lands for
recreation.

“Too often, we only view land as valuable when it is being developed, mined, drilled
or logged,” Reid said. “I have long been convinced that there is value is keeping
some of our nation’s places wild.”

Rep. Steve Pearce, R-N.M., opposed Obama’s designation of the Organ Mountains
monument citing concerns that it could inhibit border patrols and crimp potential
economic development. Republican Sen. Mike Lee of Utah recently told Energy &
Environment, a trade publication, that Obama has overreached with the Antiquities
Act. He said failed federal land policies were a catalyst for the recent armed standoff
at Malheur National Wildlife Refuge in Oregon.

“This is the natural consequence of the federal government owning a whole lot of
land in the western United States and managing that land in a way that very often is
in conflict with the needs of the local economy and the needs of average, everyday
Americans who are trying to earn a living,” said Lee.

Last month, Rep. Jason Chaffetz, chairman of the House Oversight and Government



Reform Committee, and Rep. Mike Bishop, chairman of the House Natural
Resources Committee, wrote to Interior Secretary Sally Jewell complaining that
Obama’s conservation-based monument designations have lacked transparency.

“The broad and frequent application of the Antiquities Act raises questions about the
lack of transparency and consultation with local stakeholders leading up to the
president’s designation of national monuments,” the legislators wrote.

Jessica Kershaw
Senior Adviser & Press Secretary
U.S. Dept of the Interior
@DOIPressSec
202-208-6416

-- 
Leah Duran
Public Affairs Specialist 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Office: (202) 208-3311
Cell: (202) 713-8638
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Reid promises designation where Bundy cows roam
Phil Taylor, E&E reporter
Published: Thursday, April 7, 2016

Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) today said he'll coax President Obama to
designate hundreds of thousands of acres of scenic Nevada desert surrounding Cliven
Bundy's ranch as a national monument, a move Reid said is now possible thanks to the
rancher's recent arrest.

Reid has previously pushed legislation to designate a 350,000-acre Gold Butte National
Conservation Area as well as 220,000 acres of wilderness protections within it, but it has
stalled without the support of Sen. Dean Heller (R-Nev.).

"Because of this legislation and now the fact that the Bundys are all in jail, I'm going to
reach out to the White House, and I guarantee we'll get it done," Reid said in a speech
this morning on the Senate floor. "That's for sure, to see if President Obama will protect
this area."

Reid's office later issued a press release walking back the senator's statement, saying
there's "no guarantee" the president will act.

"We'll see if President Obama will protect this area," Reid said in the written statement.

Gold Butte, an arid mesa of Joshua trees, creosote bushes and Native American
petroglyphs, is a favorite spot for hikers and campers thanks to its proximity to Las Vegas
about 80 miles to the southwest.

Bundy for decades has used the lands to graze hundreds of cattle without a permit,
stifling government restoration efforts and scientific research. When the Bureau of Land
Management tried to remove the cattle two years ago, Bundy enlisted hundreds of
supporters -- scores of them armed -- to force the agency to retreat.

Conservation groups, including the footwear company Keen, have been prodding Obama
to protect the area using his authority under the 1906 Antiquities Act.

Reid's involvement is notable, given his sway in the Oval Office. Reid took credit for



prodding Obama last summer to designate the 700,000-acre Basin and Range National
Monument in Nevada, a sweeping expanse of rugged mountains and sagebrush valleys
that encompasses artist Michael Heizer's massive "City" project.

Last summer, Reid, who is set to retire at the end of this session, told the Las Vegas
Review-Journal he was taking a break from pushing executive protections and would let
the Gold Butte proposal "work its way through the system."

It appears that with the FBI's arrest of Bundy on Feb. 10 in Portland, Ore., and separate
arrests of four of his sons, his bodyguard and roughly a dozen others involved in the 2014
Gold Butte standoff, Reid has changed his stance.

The monument proposal is clearly on the White House's radar. In February 2015, Interior
Deputy Secretary Michael Connor attended a public meeting in Las Vegas with Reid and
Rep. Dina Titus (D-Nev.) to discuss their proposals to protect Nevada's public lands,
including Gold Butte.

Such a designation would be controversial given Republican opposition to the president's
use of the Antiquities Act, and particularly given Gold Butte's symbolism as a rallying
point for anti-government activists.

An email to a Heller spokesman was not immediately returned this morning, but the
senator has long opposed a monument designation.

"The use of your authority under the Antiquities Act would not serve the area well and
would escalate anger and frustrations with the Department of the Interior government in a
region of our state where tensions are already presently high," Heller said in a letter to
Obama in summer 2014.

Republicans are trying to include language in this year's spending bills that would restrict
Obama's ability to ban energy development and mining under the act.

Reid this morning argued protections are needed to preserve Gold Butte's tribal sites and
its "stunning" Joshua trees. He displayed photos of petroglyphs he said had been drawn
over, shot at and stolen.

Obama "has the authority, as any president does, to stop this sort of destruction and stop
it now," Reid said. "Congress created the Antiquities Act to empower the president to
protect our culture, our historic and natural resources when and where Congress cannot
or will not."

Monument designations do not appropriate more money to federal lands agencies, but
they do tend to give protected lands higher priority when agencies allocate funding and
personnel like law enforcement.

Obama has used the act 22 times to set aside 265 million acres of federally administered
lands and waters, more than any other president. Excluding his ocean monuments,
Obama has protected nearly 4 million acres of Western land, more than all other
presidents except Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton.

Reid yesterday touted a report commissioned by the Small Business Majority, a left-
leaning advocacy group, that highlighted the local economic benefits of national



monuments designated by Obama (Greenwire, April 6).




